TIGHT BINDING BOOK

TEXT PROBLEM
WITHIN THE

BOOK ONLY
TEXT FLY WITHIN

THE BOOK ONLY



UNIVERSAL
LIBRARY

OuU_196047

AdVvddl
1VSHIAINN






OSMANIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

Call No. m07 0 Accession No.P (j\ ™M
Author \( BL'\'P 6%73\
Title

DS \ASE. ATV AGT

This book should be returned on or before the date last marked below












POONA AKHBARS

Vol. 1

900 SEAX
HIT 3 T

PUBLISHED BY
THE CENTRAL RECORDS OFFICE,
HYDERABAD GOVERNMENT
1953

THRTH

aerad FfRE FAleT,

AT ER
T 8 ?






CONTENTS

TLFCATOTHT

PaGEes
Foreword .. .. v to vi
Preface .. . . =2Vl to XVi

Summaries of the Poona Akhbars Vol. I 1 to 63

eraTfay .. .. () (%)
quF arEETT . . L. A RRY
(3. 8. 2993 ¥ Rucy)
wfoor wegiw A9 .. . .. RRIT 303
gEr—

safgafga .. ..o 04T IN

wofadw .. .. L.V T 3¢






FOREWORD

It affords me great pleasure in writing this foreword on
the rcquest of the Director, Central Records, to the First
Volune of the ‘“ Poona Akhbars” a collection of which is
reposited with the Daftar-i-Diwani, now designated as the
Central Records Ofhce, Hyderabad State. The essential
functior:s of a Record Office consist in the orderly preserva-
tion of the original rccords in its keeping and making them
freely accessible to rcscarch scholars in suitable form. But
it will be sccn that in practice few Records Offices have
cs:aped the duty of giving publicity to, at least, some of their
Records. In my cpinion a Record Office would scrve a
greater purposc if 1t stimulated the urge for research by
. conducting rescarch on its own initiative, albeit on a limited
scale.  Example is bctter than precept, so goes the time-
honoured saying, and I need hardly say that the opening
of the Persian and Marathi -historical reasearch branches
sometime ago in the Central Records Office, Hyderabad,
. was in the wake of the recognition of this principle.

There was no Political Department as such in those
old days. Diplomatic contact with the neighbouring States
was maintained by deputing noblemen as and when required.
This brought into existencca class of officials known as the
Wagqae-Nig-rs, or the Akhbar-nawis (i.e., newswriters) who were
posted to the various neighbouring States and who sub-
mitted regularly reports of events which took place in the
court and elscwhcre. This helped the Ruler to keep him-
self posted with all the events and trends of thought.

The Central Records Office contains numerous news-
letters sent by Haibat Rao Gopal and others posted at Pooua
by the Nizam. These Akhbars are full of valuable informa-
tion and throw light on the Maratha-Nizam relations.
These ncwsletters  are couched in a language which, al-
though written in the Modi script, is a curious blend of
Marathi and Persian and requires a thorough knowledge of
Persian to understand.

These Akhbars rcveal a wealth of information which
throws light on the conditions of the time,—political, dip-
lomatic, economic and social. The Marathi language of
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the time was much influenced by Persian. This influence
“of Persian is not only reflected in these Akhbars, but in the
writings of the poets of the eminence of Shri Eknath of
Paithan. These Akhbars reveal the social conditions of
the Poona Darbar and its dignitaries. We get a clear probe
into the efforts made to educate the child Peshwa into the
various aspects of statecraft. This new information may
go, to some extent, I think, to rebut the assertion of some
scholars that the young Peshwa was not properly educated.

The Marathi Research Branch of the Central Records
Office has so far issued ““ The Sanpuri Bakhar ” as its first
publication and I am now asked to introduce this First
Volume of the * Poona Akhbars’’ to the scholars of Maratha
history. I feel proud in doing so and I have no doubt that
the present pubﬁcation will be definitely a valuable addition
to the source-books on Maratha history. It is not for me
to dilate upon the merits of this book from the historical
research point of view. Shri R. M. Joshi, M.a., Assistant
Director, Central Records Office, who has edited the work,
has written at length on these aspects in his able analytical
preface. His efforts to make its study easy and illuminat-
ing both to the scholar and the general reader deserve ap-
preciation. The Second Volume is in preparation and
I hope it will follow soon.

Incidentally, I may mention that through the efforts
of its officers the Central Records Office has been further
enriched by the acquisition of a valuable collection of Per-
sian and Marathi historical papers preserved in Raja Raghot-
tam Rao’s family and gifted to the Central Records Office
by Shrimati Rani Seeta Bai of Gangakhed. ' I take this
opportunity to appeal to the patriotic sensc of the owners
ot ancient records to emulate the example of the Rani
Saheba and loan or gift these for purposes of study and
recsearch. This will enrich the materials to be made
available to the scholars.

I hope the present publication will be much helpful to
the scholars.

D. V. CHAUHAN,

6th April, 1953 Minister for Rural Reconstruction
and Education,



PREFACE

The present Central Records Office of the Hyderabad
Government was, until 14th December 1950, widely known
by its carlier designation Daftar-i-Diwani and Mal, which
by itself was an agglomeration of several administrative offices
of an older period. The Diwani Daftar of which the Rai
Rayans were thc custodians formed a constituent part of the
Daftar-i-Diwani and Mal and the Marathi papers now extant
in the Central Records Office have come down to us prin-
cipally from this nucleus.

The Hyderabad Government, having in view the com-
pilation of a complete History of the Deccan in three volumes,
appointed Nawab Ali Yavar Jung Bahadur, B.A. (Oxon.),
as General Editor of the scheme and Special Editor of the
Modern Period commencing with the arrival of Nizam-ul-
Mulk, Asafjah I, in the Deccan in 1724. The execution of
such a work on scientific lines presupposed the collecting,
sifting and careful marshalling of all available material on
the subject from original sources. During the summer of
1942 | was deputed from the Archacological Department to
Kamshet in thc Poona District, where I worked for three
months in the historical laboratory of Rao Bahadur G. S.
Sardesai on the printed Marathi source-books so copiously
available there, and gathered from them a rich harvest of
referenccs to the Asafjahi rulers.

On my return, the Standing Committee, appointed by
Government earlier to advise on the Preservation, Classifi-
cation and Publication of the State Records, was reconsti-
tuted with added membership including me as member for
Marathi records and at its instance research was initiated
into the historical papers in the Daftar-i-Diwani and Mal.
As the Marathi papers were being scrutinized a homogeneous
collection of Akhbars (newsletters) was discovered among
them which the news-writers have styled the Poona Akhbars.
Work was at once started on them realizing that they would

rove of grcat value to scholars interested in studying the

istory of the Nizam-Maratha relations. Earlier substantial
editing work had been done on a small Bakhar (the Sanpuri
Bakhar) which had been loaned to this Department by the
Osmania University for purposes of study. As Nawab Ali
Yavar Jung Bahadur, the then Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity, was anxious to publish it early, this Department
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undertook its publication and issued it under acknowledg-
ment to the University in June 1950. It is now being
followed up by thc present publication.

The reign of Nawab Nizam Ali Khan Bahadur passed
through quieter times as compared with the reign of Asafjah I
Nizamul-Mulk. He succeeded to a kingdom which had now
dcfinitely come to stay. No retributive action was to be
dreaded from the Mughal Empire which had become effete on
account of the unrelieved succession of a serics of feeble-
minded rois faineants. The English and the French were
but playing for their self-interest and trying to consolidate
their political gains. Their plans and policies, however,
did not come into direct conflict with the intercsts of Nawab
Nizam Ali Khan. The only formidable opponents who
remained to be reckoned with were the Marathas. 'Their
capital, Poona, was the scene of intense political activity.
Nawab Nizam Ali Khan had to keep himsclf in touch with
the day-to-day happcnings there. He therdfore constituted
at Poona a regular establishment of news-writers.  Its charge
was held by haibat Rao Gopal whose appointment was made
by Nanaji bhankar Rai Rayan as is evidenced by the reference
to this tact on page 40 of the Sanpuri Bakhar, our earlier
publication.

These Akhbars were written from Purandar or from
neighbouring places as long as Srimant Peshwa Madhav Rao
II resided there but with the shifting of his headquarters
to Poona on 14th May 1781 the news cstablishment also
movcd to this place.  Obviously, therefore, the later Akhbars
are dcspatched from Poona.

Arnother cutious point to be noticed is that the Marathi
Akhbar (the news-writers call it the Hindavi Akhbar) was
usually accompanied by its Persian version. A clear refer-
ence has been made to this practice in A.R. No. 21 dated
3rd March, 1777 wherein the news-writer requests that the
Hindavi Akbhar may be got translated into Persian for
being submitted to the Huzur as the Persian akhbernavis
was 1ll. It may be added that a small collection of the com-
panion Persian Akhbars has been discovered from among
the Persian papers extant in the Central Records Office.

The news-writers, it will be seen, conform to certain
unregimented forms in writing these newsletters. Some
of these are prefaced by them as Akhbars and for their greater
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part give the news of political events of the day and often
end with requests relating to purely private affairs of the
writer or some relation of his. There are others which are
strictly newsletters, though they are not named as such by
the writers. Another variant 1s the letter which does not
contain the general news but relates to some single subject,
official or private. A few of them are supplementary Akhbars
somc of which could not be dovetailed with the main Akhbars
as these were found missing in our collection. Still another
form is the covering letter intended to accompany an Akhbar.
In a few cases, only the covering letters are extant.

All of them have been presented here in a chronological
sequence without being categorized separately to make it
easy for the scholar to interrelate their evidential kinship.

As a rule, the newswriters -mention in their letters the
date of their writing and in most of the Akhbars the place
from which they originate and the dates which the events
cover. Further, most of these letters bear on them the date
of their delivery at the destination entered in the left-hand
corner on the first page or at the end. These entries have
greatly helped in placing the letters in their proper sequence.
There are some letters in which there 1s a black-out of the
year. But these often mention the week days together with
the Hijri dates of particular months. In these cases the
year has been determined on the basis of the internal evidence,
if it i1s conclusive, or on the basis of the coincidence of the
given week days with the Hijri dates in any year failing within
the surmised period by a reference to the almanac.

The Akhbars and the letters in this series, with a few
exceptions, are addressed to Nanaji Shankar Rai Rayan,
whose familiar sobriquet employed in them 1s “ Nana”.
About this time, the Rai Rayans, viz., the two talented brothers
Dhondaji  Shankar (1728-1783 A.D.) and Nanaji Shankar
(1730-1785 A.D.) played asingular political role at the court
of Nawab Nizam Ali Khan. 'They seem to have been held
high in the counsels of Nawab Nizam Ali Khan. They
devoted themselves with a singleness of purpose to the task
of maintaining sustained good relations between their master
and the Peshwas at Poona,- for, it had become almost an
article of faith with them that the stability and prosperity
of the two States wholly depended on the continuancc of a
close bond of friendship and mutual support between them.
If the later history of the two States was destined to be differ-
ent the fault was not at least theirs. Dhondaji Shankar was,
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at first, a Daftardar but was soon raised to the status of
Neib Diwan on 27th April, 1773. He was given the title
Dayanat Ram in 1768 which was raised to Dayanatwant in
1779. The suppression of the local revolt of Ehtesham
Jung at Nirmal in 1781 was his signal achievement. Nanaji
Shankar worked in close collaboration with his senior brother
and was made Mohrir of the four subhas of the Deccan in 1766.
He was cmployed by Nawab Nizam Ali Khan in several
diplomatic negotiations with the Marathas. In A.R. No. 3
dated 15th February, 1776 a reference has been made to the
presence of Nanaji Shankar and Nawab Vigarud-daula at the
court of the Peshwa at Purandar, presumably for representing
the interests of the Nizam before the conclusion of the Treaty
of Purandar.

On the death of these brothers, Rai Renukadas Shamraj
(1765-1822 A.D.), the eldest son of Dhondaji Shankar,
succeeded to the status and privileges of his father. He
played a prominent part on behalf of the Nizam in the war
against Tippu Sultan in 1781. In his correspondence there
is also a reference to the two sons of Tippu Sultan who were
taken as hostages soon after the Third Mysore War to
compel the Ruler of Mysore to fulfil the obligations arising
out of the 'I'reaty of Seringapatam. After the Battle of
Kharda in 1795, when Mashir-ul-Mulk was taken to Poona
as a hostage, Rai Renukadas served as the Prime Minister
of the Nizam (1795—1797 A.D.).

Another Maratha family which distinguished itselt during
this period was the Rajendra family of Gangakhed of which
Haibat Rao Gopal was the primogenitor. That he was at
the head of the establishment of news-writers at Poona has
been already mentioned. He held the jagir of Gangakhed
in the Parbhani District and worked hard at Poona to serve
the interests of his master. His son Raghottam Rao generally
lived at Hyderabad and on the death of his father assumed
the duties entrusted to him. He also acted as Peshkar and for
a brief period came under the shadow of the displeasure of
his master.

He became a staunch Madhwa Vaishnava and did much
to promote the mission of his cult. He built a modest
family house at Gangakhed and a ghat on the Godavari
which is but one of his many benefactions. The Central
Records Office was able to secure recently a large collection
of valuable records preserved in the Rajendra family. Ameong
these papers are extant a few of the missing Poona Akhbars.
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To turn to the Poona Akhabars: the period covered by
the Akhbars in this volume is from January 1776 to August
1781. These few years represent the early phase of the rule
of the infant Peshwa Madhav Rao II. It will be seen that
with the ghastly murder of Peshwa Narayan Rao a sudden
crisis was developed in the affairs of the Maratha State with
grave risks to its peaceful continuance. Raghunath Rao,
who was responsible for the unfortunate end of Narayan
Rao, supported by a coterie of self-interested followers, for
a time, captured the reins of government and thirsted
for revenge on all those who could not be coerced into ac-
cepting him as their new master. But this intolerable state of
affairs was ended sooner than could be expected by the genius
of a few talented men who swore loyalty to the cause of the
dead Peshwa which was also the cause of the people. They
were able to overthrow Raghunath Rao by proclaiming the
torty days’ old posthumous son of Narayan Rao as the right-
ful Peshwa on 28th May 1774 at Purandar. Raghunath Rao
fled in panic from Poona and was relentlessly pursued from
place to place. He made supreme efforts to win over to
his fold several of the Maratha Sardars. Even the Holkar
and the Shinde were baited but they firmly clung to old
loyalties. In his desperation he at last sought the protection
of the English who on their part were keen on advancing
their own interests by exploiting to their advantage the
internal dissensions in the Maratha state.

The treaty of Surat with the Bombay Government which
Raghunath Rao sigred on 6th March 1775 was a calamitous
circumstance which rudely disturbed the even tenor of
peace which had been restored in the Maratha State by the
determined efforts of Nana Farnavis and his party after the
tragedy of Peshwa Narayan Rao’s murder and its aftermath.
Apart from inviting the needless interference of the English
into the domestic affairs of the Marathas it embarrassed the
State by raising a number of local revolts and disorders by
predatory elements in the pay of Raghunath Rao and by
other Sardars who found this a propitious time to reopen
their time-old internecine feuds. The Akhbars teem with
references to these incidents and it is expected that they will
be able to provide crucial details of interest to the student
who is keen on compiling exclusive family histories of
some of the Maratha Sardars.

Raghunath Rao’s action at Surat was harmful in the
extreme. While it rudely disturbed the peace at home it
had also the effect of introducing a cleavage into the affairs
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of the East India Company : it set the Calcutta Council
and the Bombay Government at cross-purposes. The
Council whose avowed policy at this time was to promote
the commercial interests of the Company saw the explosive
possibilities of the situation and sent Col. Upton to Pur-
andar to smooth out matters. His temporising methods
and the statesmanlike approach made by the Karbharis
produced the treaty of Purandar which provided for both
the parties a workable formula of compromise at a time
when it was urgently needed. The later reversal of this
policy was, however, the outcome of the persistent efforts
of the Bombay Government to flout their treaty obligations,
the wolte fece sprung by Warren Hastings in keeping with
his own political propensities and the perfidious conduct
of Raghunath Rao. Col. Upton’s negotiations arc referred
to in A.R. No. 3 dated 11th February 1776. After the
conclusion of the Treaty of Purandar he was anxious
to return to Calcutta but was compelled to stay on at the
Maratha court for over a year to see to it that the terms of
the treaty were fzithfully carried out. That the Calcutta
Council was quite carnest about honouring the pledged
word 1s unmistakably borne out by the arrival of a dispatch
from Calcutta at the Peshwa’s court as late as on 24th
February 1777, referred to in A.R. No. 16.

Col. Upton had stayed too long at the Peshwa’s court.
His prolonged stay appears to have caused some surprise
in uninformed quarters for in A.R. No. 19 dated 2nd March
1777 we have news of the receipt of a letter from Masuli-
patam which sought to know if the Colonel was a free man.

The Karbharis gave a formal send-off to Col. Upton
on 5th March 1777 and he left for Hyderabad on the next
day in response to a long-standing invitation from that quarter.
A bill of his requirements on the journey is contained in
A.R. No. 23 dated 5th March 1777.

Upton’s departure from the Maratha court, while it
was inevitable sooner or later, upset the apple-cart of seeming
harmony. Mostyn arrived on the scene a little later and
deliberately set afoot a deep-laid intrigue which had the
eflect of undoing the good work of several months by creat-
ing fresh complications. There is a complete fade-out
of our Akhbars tor the year 1778 and but one formal Akhbar
exists for the year 1779. It is therefore not possible.to
follow up the thread of the interesting developments which
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finally led to the dramatic disaster of the Bombay forces at
Wadgaon carly in January 1779. A.R. Nos. 44, 45, 46, 54
and 56 give copious information on the losing battle which
Col. Goddard fought across the Borghat carly in 1781 in an
attempt to attack Poona. In A.R. No. 50 a refcrence
has been made to the impending capitulation of Raghunath
Rao while a considerable number of the subsequent Akhbars
gives us almost a connected account of the English cam-
paigns led by Muir against the Shinde in the Malwa region.
All these events foreshadow the Treaty of Salbai which put
an end to the episode of troubles for the Marathas so
merctriciously staged by Raghunath Rao beyond endurable
limits.

A somewhat claborate analysis has been attempted of
the above incidents as they rclate to the main theme of
Maratha history at this period. No such detailed treatment
is possible within the limits of a short preface of the other
momentous events which have been intricately woven into
the pages of these Akhtars, though they are, without doubt,
quite germane to the later phases of Maratha history. 1
shall therefore content myselt by just indicating some of
the important topics to which they relate.

We have in these Akhbars abundant material which
when pieced together will yield a connected account of the
doings of Haidar Ali Khan and Tippu Sultan between the
years 1776 and 1781. Thus A.R. No. 3 dated 11th Feb-
ruary, 1776 refers to the investment of the fortress of Gooty
by Haidar Ali Khan while A.R. No. 5 dated 15th February,
1776 reports its fall. It is well known how Murar Rao Ghor-
pade made heroic cfforts to save the fort but was tforced to
surrender it having received no help from the expected
quarters. His capitulation at Gooty meant the loss of prac-
tically all the territory held by the Marathas beyond the
Krishna. Further on, thesc Akhbars feature in outline the
defensive actions fought in the region of Dharwar by Para-
shuram Bhau Patwardhan, the great Maratha General, against
Muhammad Al (Kumandan) who was deputed on this cam-
paign by Haidar Ali Khan with a view to consolidate the
territories of the Western Karnatak.

As one reads into the Akhbars for the year 1781 one is
rewarded with a lively account of the exploits of Haidar Ali
Khan in the scattered regions of the Karnatak. These
exploits, be it said, left a trail of devastation everywhere and
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caused the deepest anxiety to the English at Madras who for
a time seemed paralysed against this great whirlwind of
rapine and desolation.

Incidentally, these later Akhbars present to us in bold
relief the tangled and shifting pattern of diplomatic relations
and cross-relations which existed at this time between the
Marathas, the English, the Nizam and Haidar Ali Khan.

The Chauth affairs, which always remained a vexed
question between the Peshwa and the Nizam until it was
resolved by recourse to the arbitrament of the sword at the
Battle of Kharda in 1795, loom large in the pages of these
Akhbars, beginning with A.R. No. 55. The ruler of Hyder-
abad appears to have made calculated attempts to shelve
his obligations under this head by executive inaction. When,
however, the Peshwa pressed his claims, the Nizam tried to
gain time by entering into purposeless correspondence.
Krishna Rao Ballal, whose diplomacy outmatched his honesty
of purpose, at last undertook to straighten out these matters
by a visit in person to the Nizam’s court. The degree of
importance attached to this event can be easily gathered
from the priority given to this subject by the akhbarnavis
in the last few Akhbars. The Karbharis too seem to have
blessed this mission as they were anxious to accommodate
the Nizam on this question if only to hook him into an active
or passive alliance with them against their common enemies.
Our Akhbars shed full light on all these aspects of the matter
and deserve careful study by the student who is particularly
interested in Nizam-Maratha relations at this period.

The Akhbars, apart from yielding rich material for a
reconstruction of the political history of the period, contri-
bute even richer material for a rebuilding of the social back-
ground of the day against which is set the daily court-life of
the Peshwa. We catch in them interesting glimpses of the
receptions given to envoys and deputies of other courts, of
the trequent visits of Maratha Chiefs and Sardars on varied
business, of the feasts and festivals, pleasures and pastimes
patronised by the Peshwa, of his early upbringing and educa-
tion, of the daily avocations of great personages like Nana
Farnavis, Haripant Phadke, Sakharam Bapu, etc., of intrigues
and rivalries going forth at the court, of petty local disorders
spread by a discontented soldiery, of the fortunes of many a
big and small campaign and even of trivialities like the hunt
for a supposed hidden treasure in the environs of Poona.
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For getting a complete picture of this general life I would refer
the reader to my special paper on this subject published in the
Proceedings of the First Deccan History Conference 1945
and to a Marathi contrlbutlon on the same subject published
in the * Sahyadri” magazine for September, 1947.

The Akhbar writers describe these incidents in a delec-
table style rarely to be met with in historical papers in general,
except perhaps in the great Bakhars and in a few select letters.
In the longer Akhbars in particular, though the narration
commences with a tame and conventional beginning, it
gains momentum as it progresses until the writer begins to
pile news on news from every quarter in rhythmic short sen-
tences having a pictorial effect. The best specimens are the
passages which describe the meeting of the French envoy
St. Lubin with the Peshwa in A.R. No. 35 and thosc which
describe the last days of Sakharam Bapu in prison in A.R.
No. 83. Be it said that though the news-writers have a
fondness for the purple-patch they never swerve from the
path of accurate reporting. Thus they are at great pains to
explain if a particular news-item is confirmed or unconfirmed,
whether it has been reported in writing from a responsible
quarter or whether it is to be relegated to the field of mere

speculation and rumour. True to their calling, they care-
fully draw the distinction between a certainty, a probalnlity
and a thing of doubt. The impression therefore which
these Akhbars leave on the reader is similar to that which
the modern newspaper makes particularly on a day when it
is packed with stupendous world developments. Taken
collectively, these newsletters may be said to constitute a
distinct chronicle of the period describing the events from
day to day.

To sum up: The Poona Akhbars present the great
historical events of the period in a new perspective ana furnish
us with a wealth of corroborative evidence. They shed
exclusive light on afew contemporary incidents. They are
of immense value to a reconstruction of the social and general
background of the period. Their chronology is highly
dependable and will be found useful in checking up the dates
of certain events on which other sourcesare not quite definite.
Their form and manner of presenting historical material is
quite distinctive.

As is usual in all Marathi historical papers, the Akhbars
use a considerable proportion of Persian words and there
are a few in which the Persian element predominates. One
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will also discover blended with this style quite a number of
Marathi words which are exclusively current in the Marath-
wada region of the Hyderabad State but which may not be
readily intelligible to the general Marathi reader. None-
theless, the language in general is simple yet dignified, racy
and businesslike.

Brief English summaries of the Akhbars which are on the
model of calendars have been included in the present volume
to make it useful to the general reader. An index of persons
and an index of place-namcs occurring in the Akhbars and a
Glossary of all dithcult words have been added at the end of
the volume to enhance its utility to the Marathi readers.

Shri L. N. Gupta, B.Sc., 1.A.S., Secretary to Government,
Education, is always a source of inspiration to his subordinates
and 1 am most thankful to him for his enlightened guidance
in this departmental Marathi publication.

My grateful thanks are due to Raja Triambak Raj Baha-
dur, Director, Central Records Ofhce, but for whose en-
couragement and continued interest, this publication could
not have seen the light of day.

In conclusion, I must also express my appreciation
of the enthusiastic help given to me in preparing the work

for publication and in secing it through the press by my
assistants Shri A. N. Baji, B.A., B.T., and Shri S. K. Shiva-

narayan and the rest of my staff.

CENTRAL RECORDS OFFICE, R. M. JosHr

Hyderabad-Deccan,
20th March, 1953.



SUMMARIES OF THE POONA AKHBARS

| Vol. I
A. R. No. 1 25th Ramzan 1187 A.H.

1oth December 1773

A memorandum which enlists the names of mahals in
groups restored by the Peshwa to the following persons:—

(1) Trimbak Rao Vishwanath,

(2) Raghoji Bhonsle, Sena Saheb Subah,
) Sridhar Jagannath and Bhiv Rao Malhar,
) Naio Krishna,

) Khande Rao Ballal,

) Bhikan Khan,

) Sakharam Hari,

) Jiwaji Raghunath,

) Krishna Rao Madhav Rao,

) Vishwas Rao Yecshwant,

) Naro Babaji.

A. R. No. 2 7th Kilhej 1189 A.H.
29th Fanuary 1776

Akhbar from Saswad (received at Shahgad ) covering the
events between 2nd and 6th of Zilqad. Visajipant Biniwale
has been commissioned to put down the predatory activities
of the Kolis in the Konkan. The English envoy had an inter-
view with the Peshwa. Ramchandra Ganesh has been sent
to Manoli where Koner Rao was defeated by the Shinde in an
engagement. Zafar-ud-daula has bought five elephants from
the English envoy. |



A. R. No. 3 20th Kilhej 1189 A.H.

11th February 1776

Akhbar from Purandar. Yesaji shinde has overwhelmed
Koner Rao and captured Jiwaji Gopal. Ramachandra
(zancsh has been ordered to rush from Talegaon to the rescuc
of Koner Rao. Bhavan Rao is advancing from Satara to join
them.

Haidar Ali Khan has besicged the fortress of Gooty and
Murar Rao Ghorpade is straining every nerve to stand the
siege.

Negotiations are going on with Col. Upton. The Kar-
bharis sccm willing to cede Salsette to the English if only the
latter will withhold their support to Raghunath Rao.

Viqar-ud-daula has arrived and will meet the Peshwa soon.

A. R. No. 4 22nd Jilhej 1189 A:H.
13th February 1776

Akhbar from Saswad. The Kolis are menacing the people
in thc Konkan. Yesaji Shinde -is active and the Karbharis
are contemplating plans to check him. A servant of Raghu-
nath Rao was caught in the act of spying at Molyagad and
was punished. Hajdar Ali’s siege of Gooty continues.

A. R. No. 5 24th Jilhej 1189 A.H.

15th February 1776

Akhbar from Purandar. The delegation from Nawab
Nizam Ali Khan, led by Vigar-ud-daula, interviewed the
Peshwa and the Karbharis and was later honoured with a ban-
quct. Tukoji Holkar and Mahadaji Shinde have gone to
Maheshwar to attend the marriage of Ahalya Bai’s grand-
daughter. The forces of the Holkar have for the time being
suppressed the Kolis in the Konkan. Krishna Rao Panse has
bcen sent to help Ramchandra Ganesh.  Murar Rao has
surrendercd (at Gooty) by offering ransom,



A.R. No. 6 - 25th Qilhej 1189 A.H.
16¢th February 1776

Akhbar (from Purandar). An English envoy and a padre
have arrived {from Bombay. Talks are progressing between
Vigar-ud-daula and the Karbharis. Murar Rao has capitulat-
cd at Gooty.

A. R. No. 7

Received on by

215t May 1776

The writer asserts that no superfluous staff of messengers
is being maintained by him and requests the Swami to approve
of the appointment of five new messengers whose names are
given, thus making an aggregate staff of 16 to be divided into
cight batches of two messengers each.

A. R. No. 8 215t Shawwal 1190 A.H.

Recetved on = :
3rd December 1776

A detailed memorandum giving an account of payments
made to couricrs, dismissals of a few, new appointments made
etc. The writer requests the Swami to use his good offices
in recovcring the outstanding arrears due to the messengers
by representing the matter to the Huzur.

A. R. No. g 2nd Muharram 1161 A.H.
10th February 1777

Akhbar from Purandar. Sugar-coated sesames have been
dclivered to all the persons detailed in the list. Chimappa

Panse is complaining about the intrusion of the Huzur's
officials in Soutada.

News from 29th Zilhej 1190 to 2nd Muharram 1191,  The

chaul (i.e., tonsuring) cercmony of the Peshwa will be celeb-
1atcd on Magh Shuddha Panchami day (corresponding to 12th

February 1777). Efforts are being made to pacify Haripant
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Phadke’s soldiers whose pay is in arrears. The Mirajkar is
bent on pushing back Muhammad Ali Kumandan to Dharwar.
Mir Muhammad Ahmad, an agent of the Nizam, has per-
suaded Col. Upton to leave Saswad. Ramchandra Ganesh
has reported that Yesaji Shinde is being supported by Haidar
Naik with men and money.

A. R. No. 10 grd Muharram 1191 A.H.

1 I-th”February 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. The English envoy is awaiting the
arrival of a relieving officer from Bombay. Narsing Rao Dhai-
gude and Maloji Ghorpade were superseded by Haripant
Phadke which excited the followers of the two parties and
a clash occurred, but Nana’s intervention allayed the tension.
Salscttee has been forcibly taken by the English. The Kar-
bharis have therefore demanded the appointment of a new
English envoy. Tukoji Holkar has ignored Nana’s instructions
to join Haripant on the plea that disorders in the North neces-
sitate his presence there.

A. R. No. 11 _ 3rd Muharram 1191 AIEI_
11th February, 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Parashurampant Mirajkar’s forces
are being reinforced. Krishna Rao Panse and the Mirajkar
arc camping near Munehalli and it is reported that Muham-
mad Ali Kumandan has been forced to retreat from Dharwar.,
Tipu 1s soon cxpected to reach Dharwar. Krishna Rao has
gone to Poona to placate Moropant Phadnis.

A R. No. 12 +9th Muharram 1191 4.H
17th February 177

Akhbar from Purandar. Col. Upton’s departure is being
delayed as Mostyn has not yet arrived from Bombay. Nan:
has gone to Chinchwad for his marriage. The chaul cere.
mony of the Srimant was celecbrated on Magh Shuddh:
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Dashami day. Haripant Phadke is preparing to start on the
campaagn against Haider Ali. Mubarizul Mulk is likely to
join him. Yesaji Shinde is still eluding Ramchandra Ganesh.
Muhammad Ali Kumandan’s whereabouts are not definitely
known. Krishna Rao Ballal has gone to Poona on the pre-
text of placating Moropant Phadnis.

A. R. No. 13 13th Muharram 1191 A.H.

Received on 27" -T2 2RI
215t February 1777

A letter (from Saswad) to Nanaswami in which Haibat
Rao Gopal pleads for the continuance of the inam of the two
maujas granted to Sakha Joshi. A request is also made for
pressing Balajipant Subhedar to cash the hundi drawn in
{avour of Keshavpant Datar without delay.

A. R. No. 14 10th Muharram 1191 4.H.

18th February 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Nana has left for his marriage.
The chaul cercmony of the Srimant was performed on 8th
instant. Krishna Rao.is still at Poona.

A. R. No. 15 1st Safar 1191 A.H.

Received on — .
11th March 1777

A supplcmentary letter.  The writer complains that Ramyji
and a few messengers have left his establishment and have taken
cmployment in the karkhana of Srimant Bhau Saheb. A small
amount of money is also due from Ramji. Nanaswami is
requested to take note of the growing temptation to leave ser-
vice for better emoluments.

A. R. No. 16 16th Muharram 1191 A.H.
24th February 1777
Akhbar from Purandar. Moroba Phadnis is intractable

but Krishna Rao is trying to placate him. Haripant’s men
arce still clamouring for the clearance of their arrears.
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A dcspatch has been received from Calcutta which assures
the Srimant that the terms of the treaty would be respected
in letter and spirit and that the temporary refuge given to
Raghunath Rao by the Bombay Government would not make
any difference. Col. Upton has orders to return to Bombay.

Bala Rao, the Diwan of Mahadaji Shinde, is expected here
shortly to negotiate the Shinde’s affairs. Tukoji Holkar is at
Jejuri. Ramchandra Ganesh is helpless against Yesaji Shinde
without further reinforcements. Parashurampant Mirajkar
is organizing his forces near Munehalli for checking the
advance of Muhammad Ali Kumandan.

A.R.No. 17 17th Muharram 1191 A.H.

25tk February 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Haripant’s departure is held up on
account of the discontent among his soldiers. The English are
raising recrults and continuing their patronage of Raghunath
Rao. Parashurampant Mirajkar is checking the advance of
Haidar Ali's forces near Bankapur. Yesaji Shinde is wearing
out Ramchandra Ganesh near Panhala. Tukoji Holkar has
cone to Vithalwadi from Jejuri. Mahadaji Shinde’s vakil i
pressing for a remission of the peshkash dues. The writer
prays that he may be granted leave to attend the marriage of
his son.

A. R. No. 18 215t Muharram 1191 A.H
1st March 177,

Akhbar from Purandar. The hundi issued for the pay
ment of the messengers has been received.  Vishwambhar Dey
has been asked to commence the pacificatory anushthan (reli
gious rites) as desired by the Swami.

Nana on his return journey from his marriage met Krishn:
Rao at Poona. Both of them are exerting themselves to wir
over Moroba. Anandi Bai has arrived at Mandaleshwar or
the Narmada from Dhar.

Yesaji Shinde in concert with Tipu Sultan is causing havox
in the neighbourhood of Miraj. Parashurampant is being help
ed by Ramchandra Ganesh and other sardars.
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A.R. No. 19 . ' o2nd Muharrum 1191 A.H.
ond March 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. When Nana returns he may be able
to raisc a loan of 25 lakhs of rupees which represents the
amount of arrcars duc to Haripant’s soldiers. The English
arc raiding the Angre’s territory. Raghunath Rao is staying
in a garden at Bombay. Parashuram Bhau is effectively hold-
ing up the advance of Haidar Ali’s forces near Dharwar. A
Ietter has been received by Col. Upton from Maslipatam
in which anxious enquirics have been made to ascertain if
the Colonel is a frec man or he has been interned.  Bala Rao,

the Shinde’s agent is still negotiating with the Karbharis. The
Holkar is at Vithalwadi.

A. R. No. 20 - - 22nd Muharram 1191 A.H.
ond March 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Sakharampant and Nana have
decided to put Moroba in command of the army and they
expect he will be able to placate the soldiers. Raghoji Bhonsle
is expected from Nagpur. Ramchandra Ganesh han scored
a peint against Yesaji Shinde.  Skirmishes have been reported
between Parashuram Bhau’s forces and those of Haidar Ali.
Mahadaji Shinde is relaxing at Parner after his second
marriage. Haripant’s soldiers are looting a few peths and
suburbs of Poona to gather fodder and grain.

A. R. No. 21 23rd Muharram 1191 A.H.
3rd March 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Discontent is growing in Haripant’s
forces. The English are stiffening their attitude. Repeated
raids are being made by them on the Angre’s territory. As
the Persian akhbarnavis here is ill the Swami should get the
Hindavi Akhbar itself trans'ated into Persian for being sub-
mitted to the Huzur and Nawah Viqar-ud-daula.



A. R. No. 22 24th Muharram 1191 A.H.
4th March 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Raghoji Bhonsle who will seon
arrive here will meet the Srimant on goth instant. As Hari-
pant’s forces are almost mutinous, Nana is determined to put
Moroba in command. Parashuram Bhau is in need of imme-
diate succour. Yesaji Shinde’s depredations are in full swing
near Miraj. Col. Upton’s departure is impending. Somwar
and Mangalwar peths were looted by the soldiers to obtain
fodder.

A. R. No. 23 25th Muharram 1191 A.H.
sth March 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Ceol. Upten will depart soon. Sak-
haram Bapu is pressing Nana to leave for Poona. Ehteshamud-
din’s reply to Vigar-ud-daula’s letter is enclosed. The Colonel
wants forage for thrce elephants and victuals for his men.
Arrangements may be kindly made for their supply at the
usual halting places on his journey.

A. R. No. 24 25th Muharram 1191 A.H.
sth March 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Krishna Rao is coaxing Moro Babu
Rao to accept the command of the forces but his terms are
to the effect that the Karbharis should raise a loan of nearly
25 lakhs of rupees to pay off in part the arrears of the army
and come to terms with Raghunath Rao Dada without further
delay.

Col. Upton is waiting to be relieved as reported earlier.
Raghoji Bhonsle is expected herec any day. Tukoji Holkar
may not go to Tuljapur. Mahadaji Shinde was married at
Jambgaon.

A. R. No. 25 26th Muharram 1191 A.H.
6th March 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Letters have been received by the
Peshwa and Cel. Upton from Bombay. The Colonel will
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definitely start now. He and Macpherson were honoured with
the presentation of robes. Col. Upton has written to the
Bombay Government that he intends going to the Nawab. The
Pcshwa despatched two baskets of grapes to Bombay. Krishna
Rao is staying on at Poona.

A. R. No. 26 26th Muharram 1191 A.H.

“6th March 1777

Akhbar from Saswad.
Thursday, 25th Muharram.

Nana has hastily returned from Poona. Col. Upton,
Macpherson and the munshi were invited to meet the Kar-
bharis and were suitably honoured with gifts of robes. The
party broke up late at night. On the way back to his tent
the Colonel in the gloom strayed away along the Jejuri Road
and had great difficulty in tracing back his way to his camp.

Friday, 26th Muharram.

The Colonel has left Purandar and will arrive there in due
course. Discontent in the army is growing. Moroba is hard
to please.

A. R. No. 27 30th Muharram 1191 A.H.
1oth March 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Sakharampant is arriving here in
connection with the marriage to be celebrated in the house of
Nilkantha Rao Aba Purandare. Raghoji Bhonsle is here and
has met Nana and Bapu.

A supplementary Akhbar. Krishna Rao Ballal and Gopal
Naik Tambekar have come here from Poona for consultations.
Bhim Rao Panse has divulged a few secrets which will be
communicated later.

A. R. No. 28 st Safar 1191 A.H.
11th March 1777

Akhbar from Purandar covering the events from 27th to
joth Muharram. News of Col. Upton’s departure on 26th
instant was already communicated in the earlier despatch.
Sakharampant Bapu who left the fort on 27th instant will

2

-~
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return to it after attending the marriage in the Purandare
family. Krishna Rao Ballal and Gopal Naik Tambekar are

here to receive advice in the matter of Moro Babu Rao
Phadnis. ‘

Disorder in the army has reached a breaking point. Three
Muslim silledars exasperated over the non-payment of thew
dues attacked Sadashivpant Karmarkar, the paymaster of the
army, and killed him with sword-thrusts,

Ramchandra Ganesh, Bajipant and Visajipant arc hold-
ing thcir ground against Yesaji Shinde near Miraj. Parashu-
rampant Mirajkar and Krishna Rao Panse are camping near
Munchalli. Muhammad Ali Kumandan has dug up trenches
ncar ITubli.

Akhbar from Saswad dated Wednesday, 1st Safar.

Raghoji Bhonsle had a meeting with the Karbharis.
Krishna Rao Ballal has failed to placate Moroba. Haripant
who was compelled to assume the command of the army has
advanced to Khadi Manjari. The Srimant sent five thousand
rupces to Raghoji Bhonsle in licu of a banquet.

A supplemcntary letter.

Bhim Rao Aba Panse has revealed that Sakharampant
Bapu’s antagonism towards Haripunt is at the root of the intri-
gucs to gct Moroba into command displacing Haripant. This
would pave the way for Raghunath Rao Dada’s return
to power. The Swami is requested to guard this secret from
rcaching the ears of Jiwajipant through Viqar-ud-daula.

It is reported from Poona that two of the assailants who
attac:ed Sadashivpant were decapitated and two others were
deprived of their hands.

A. R. No. 29 2nd Safar 1191 A.H.

12th March 1777

Akhbar frem Saswad. Bapu who is at Wateshwar will go
to Purandar after attending the 'marriage at the house of Bhim

1The brid-groom is from the Panse family and the bride is a relation of Nilkanth
Aba Purandare.
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Rao Panse. Ramchandra Ganesh is active against Yesaji
Shinde who is carrying on depredations near Panhala. The
Pat.nkar and the Ghorpade are pressing Haripaue o rearcss
th: g icvances of the tioops. The Heixar has agreed to pay
ten lakhs towards the pesiikash of which two lakhs will be
assigned to Haripant. Krishna Rao Ballal has returncd from
Poona. Baba Rao, the agent of the Shinde, is bcing pressed
to pay the peshkash dues. Sadashivpant Karmarkar was
stabbcd to death by a body of excited bargirs (sic) who
came to him clamouring for payment.

A. R. No. 30 16th Safar 1191 A.H.
26th March 175777

Akhbar from Saswad. Haripant Phadke is reported to
Liave reached Siddhatek. He was compelled to assume the
command of the campaign against Haidar Naik on account
of Moro Babu Rao’s perversity. Krishna Rao on his return
from Baramati will be able to do something useful in the matter
of realizing the loan amount due to Antaji Bhagawant from
the Patil of Gondi. Mubarizul Mulk’s petition for sccuring
excmption from the payment of chauth, sardeshmukha, babati
and sahotra dues from his jagir villages has becn received.

(Supplementary) Akhbar from Saswad. Haripant is
likely to procced to Pandharpur from Siddhatek. Raghoji
Bhonsle was entertained to a dinner by Haripant on 1oth Safar.

12th Safar to 15th Safar.

Raghoji Bhonsle partook of a dinner with the Srimant on
12th instant and saw the Karbharis on 15th instant. The
Shindc is expccted to arrive at Pedgaon. Tukoji Holkar is
at Poona. Parashuram Bhau will recross the Krishna if suc-
cour does not reach him in time. Haidar Naik is expected
in the Savanur region.

A. R. No. 31 4th Rabi II 1191 A.H.

12th May 1777

Recetved on

A supplementary letter.  The writer requests Nanaswami
(Nanaji Shankar) to secure for him exemption from the pay-
ment of the chauth dues relating to his jagir villages Khed
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Madnur, Nile, ctc., as his expenditure was far outgrowing his
income. He further draws the attention of Nanaswami to the
urgency of making payments to some of the messengers on
duty.

: th Rabi II 1191 A.H.
A. R. No. n PR EE I
0. 32 Received on Lath May 1777,

A (covering) letter. Haibat Rao Gopal requests Nana-
swami to usc his good offices in saving Narsing Rao Khataw-
kar, a disposscssed jagirdar of the Huzur and a relation of
Bhim Rao Aba Panse, from the pressure being applied for the
payment of a nazr.

A. R. No. 33 24th Rabi I 1191 A.H.

and May 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Two trusted messengers were sent
from here on gth Safar bearing important letters but as they
did not reach their destination local enquiries were made to
elicit some clue to their possible whereabouts. It is now to
be prcsumcd that they perished on their way under some extra-
ordinary circumstances. There is also no hope of the recovery
of the lost letters.

A few important documents from Bhim Rao Panse to Jiwa-
jipant are sent cnclosed in open envelopes.  The Swami should
paste the flaps of the envelopes after reading the papers and
pass them on to Jiwajipant.

A French envoy named Monsieur Siwaliar Salube' has
arrived here. He will meet the Karbharis tomorrow. His
open reception by the Karbharis while the English envoy
Thomas Mostyn stays on here has created a curious situation.

The Srimant paid a visit to Raghoji Bhonsle who intends
to leave for Nagpur on 26th instant.

1. Same as Monsieur Chevalier de St. Lubin. the well-known French adventurer, who
undertook to secure to Nana Farnavis military help from France to serve as a threat to the
Enalish who supported the clains of Raghunath Rao against Peshwa Madhav Rao II. The

name has been rendered here as it occurs in the Akhbars.
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A supplementary Akhbar.

Nana and Sakharampant mect the French envoy in a small
tent pitched near the foot of the hill. Madhav Rao Sadashiv
and Krishna Rao Ballal were present during the confidential
talks.

Bhim Rao Panse treated Raghoji Bhonsle to a banquet at
Sonari.

A supplementary letter.

Vithal Ram, thc agent of the Peshwa, visited Zhol Pimpri,
a village in thc Palim Pargana, which has been granted to
Krishna Rao Daji, and made an unauthorized exaction of
300 rupces. He has not refunded the amount so far. The
writer reported the matter to Nana and Bapu and they have
secured for him a letter of rebuke from the Srimant to
Vithal Ram. As the latter is soon expected to go to the
Huzur, the Swami should press for a speedy refund of the
said amount.

Bhim Rao Aba Panse has commissioned Krishna Rao to
sccure for him a twice-sealed sanad for his jagir and has paid
11,000 rupces to defray the peshkash and darbar expenses.
The Swami should carefully watch on whom the presents
will be bestowed. He knows full well the avarice of the
Poona officials who are accustomed to swallow the plate along
with the pudding.

Akhbar from Purandar.

The French envoy’s meeting with the Srimant has been
put off for two or three days as these are inauspicious for
the meeting. Bhim Rao and his brother Chimappa received
presents of robes from the envoy at a formal meeting.

The Srimant descended from the fort in a palanquin
accompanied by Nana and Sakharam Bapu and met Raghoji
Bhonsle in his own tent. About 150 persons including the cour-
tiers and the writer were present on the occasion. The writer
reccived a shaw! and a Paithani turban while the other persons
were presented with robes befitting their position. The
costliest gifts were given to the Srimant followed in due order
by Sakharam Bapu, Nana Phadnavis and Mahadaji Nilkanth
Purandare. The Srimant left the tent after a ghatika
Raghoji Bhonsle may pay a return visit to the Srimant.
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Thomas Mostyn is camping near the fort and the Kar-
bharis are pressing him to persuade the English to withhold
their support to Raghunath Rao and to give thcir help in
checkmating Haidar Ali.

Parashurampant Mirajkar and Krishna Rao Panse arc in
the vicinity of Munehalli,

Haidar Naik is believed to have promised a lakh of rupccs
to Ycsaji Shinde for continuing his predatory activitics
in the Panhala region. The Karbharis have now dcputed
Mahadaji Shinde to dcal with him.

Sakharampunt, Nana and Krishna Rao paid a visit to
the ailing Dcvajipant, the diwan of Raghoji Bhonsle.

A supplement.

A copy of the letter received from the writer’s father
is enclosed. It describes the extortions and harassment prac-
tised on the ryots of Khed by the local shaikhdar Jayawant
Dabadhgaon. It is nccessary that punishment is meted out
to him without delay.

A. R. No. 34 26th R‘a‘b’z'_rl__l}g_l A.0.
4th May 1777

Akhbar from Poona. Fateh Singh Bhonsle’s succession
to his father’s cstates has been approved by the Srimant. He
was invited to a special {east by Haripant and honoured with
the presentation of robes. Mahadaji Behere has been ordered
to lead the campaign into the Karnatak as Haripant has got
himself cxcused on the ground of ill-hcalth and Appa Balwant
is averse to serve under Parashurampant Mirajkar. Nana and
Haripant offered condolences to the mother of Bhikajipant
Palande who was recently killed in an engagement at tawa-
garh. Being the Ekadashi day, the Srimant visited Parwati
where the customary pooja was performed. Envoys have
arrived from the Rajas of Sonde and Bednor, who werc cxpel-
led by Tipu but were later reinstated by Parashurampant
Mirajkar. Tipu is camping at Satyamangalam. Babu Rao
Vaidya is starting for Nagpur. Mahadaji Shinde has been
advised to give pecuniary help to Ali Bahadur.
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A. R. No. 35 st Rabi II 1191 A.IH.

oth May 1777

Akhbar from Saswad. Raghoji Bhonsle and Diwakarpant
left the place (today). Monsicur Siwaliar Salube saw the
Srimant on 29th instant. A separate letter was dispatched
(by the writer) dealing with the affairs of the Panhalckar
and the Mirajkar. Haidar’s forces are nearly 30 koses away
from Mubarizul Mulk’s camp and Haripant who had started
from Mudgal to join Mubarizul Mulk has learnt that a com-
promise has becn effected between him and Haidar Ali.

The Karbharis refused to accept the gifts offered by Nar-
sing Rao, Haidar Ali’s envoy, on the pleca that they had no

information as yet of any reconciliation effected between the
Huzur and Haidar Ali Khan.

Raghoji Bhonsle and Diwakarpant were honoured by the
Srimant with the presentation of costly robes. The French
envoy presented a letter from his sovereign and numerous gifts
including two finely-wrought images of Lord Krishna and
Mahadev to the Srimant.

A skirmish occurred between Mubarizul Mulk’s forces and
an advance party of Haidar Ali’s forces. Yesaji Shinde is
dishcartened by Shankaraji Ghorpade’s desertion to Ram-
chandra G-nesh. Mubarizul Mulk has bought over 2,000
so'd'ers of Haidar Ali Khan.  The Karbharis rejected the
claims of Raghoji Bhonsle for a greater share of the ghansdana
dues. -

Thomns Mostyn was informed by the Karbharis that
Raghunath Rao could not be paid beyond the terms agreed
upon between them and Col. Upton.

A. R. No. 36 1oth Safar 1193 A.H.
27th February 1779

(Note: —The earlier portion of this Akhbar is missing).

.+......Sakharampant has been arrested for his leanings
towards Raghunath Rao. Krishna Rao has been dcnied the
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grant of the much-coveted jagir and fort as the Karbharis
know of his venality in conducting any negotiations. He has
been compelled to return the amount of twenty thousand
reccived from Haidar Naik and is fast losing Nana’s confi-
dence.

A. R. No. 37 8th Jilgad 1193 A.H.
17th November 1779

‘When Balaji Baji Rao passed away, the Peshwaship went
to Madhav Rao I. As he was a minor then, Raghunath Rao
was trusted with the full responsibility of the administration.
A coterie of proteges soon gathered round him. Gopika Bai,
the Peshwa’s mother, suspected the possible elimination of
her son from the Peshwaship and enlisted in her cause the
support of Trimbak Rao Mama, Piraji Naik, Balaji Janardan
and his brother Babu Rao Phadnis. Sakharampant, the right-
hand man of Raghunath Rao, deputed Krishna Rao Ballal
to the court of the Huzur with a view to secure his help in
neutralizing the expected opposition to Raghunath Rao’s rule.
Before long, Madhav Rao I, shook off Raghunath Rao’s yoke
and managed his affairs independently. He was alive to the
expediency of maintaining amicable relations with the Huzur
to ensure the peaceful progress of his state but he died pre-
maturely. With the succession of Narayan Rao to the Peshwa-
ship Nana Phadnavis and Haripant Phadke rose high in the
Pesl wa’s counsols.  Sakharampant nursed a grudge aganst
these two Sardars.  Events cuminated in the murder of
Narayan Rao and the succession of Rachinath Rao to the
Peshwa’s gadi. Sakharampant and Krishna Rao assumed
importance again. Diplomatic talks on behalf of Raghunath
Rao with the Huzur were conducted by Krishna Rao. The
writer represented the Huzur’s interests in these discussions.
Later, Krishna Rao posted Jiwaji Raghunath at Hyderabad
and procceded to Purandar where the writer too was directed
to go by Rukn-ud-daula. Then came the rule of Madhav Rao

1In this lengthy document, partly a chronicle and partly a memorial, the writer
recapitulates the dissensions and parties at Poona which weakened the Peshwa’s rule and
against this background sets up his particular grievance, viz., his waning influcnce in
th~ dip'omatc field, the outcome of the wire-pdling of Krchni Rac Kate.  H-
ends up by making a spirited appeal for the Huzur's intervention in setting matters
richt.  Written in a d'onmified Persianized style the present letter stands out for its
outspoken representation of a just cause in which the writer is armed by his uprightness
of character and his unflinching loyalty to the master.
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II. Sakharampant and Nana began to conduct the state
affairs jointly. The Karbharis smoothed over the differences
with the Huzur caused by the non-payment of the amount
of five lakhs by rcleasing mahals worth seventeen lakhs.
Krishna Rao was not given the much-coveted jagir and fort.
Sakharampant was in the course of time estranged from Nana.
He formed a party of his own supported by Tukoji Holkar,
Krishia Rao and others. Nana allied himself with Mahadaji
Shinde who wanted five lakhs of rupees to get over his pecu-
niary embarrassments. Nana asked Krishna Rao to contri-
bute one lakh but by his refusal he embittered Nana’s feelings.
The shifting rclations among the Sardars (at Poona) were
making the position of the writer unstable. Krishna Rao,
under the patronage ot Moin-ud-daula, was now cnjoving
great influence whereas the prestige of the writer was graduaily
sinking. The writer could not vouchsafe for the honesty of
either Krishna Rao or his associates Jivaji Raghunath and
Govind Bhagwant, who were only keen on advancing their
personal interests.  Krishna Rao’s contempt of the writer was
born out of a fcar of exposurc. He therefore prays that a
hint should b~ conveyed from the Huzur to Krishna Rao that
the latter should revise his attitude towards the writer whe
on his part had nought but the interests of the Huzur uppcr-
most in his heart. He has no hesitation in declaring that
Krishna Rao will only court exposure and ignominy if he
should ignore the path of moderation and wisdom.

A. R. No. 38. | 24th Rajab 1194 A.H.

26th Fuly 1780

A covcering letter.  The writer says that he has delivered
the letters from the Huzur to Nana and Krishna Rao and
has enclosed with the present note.their preliminary replies.

A supp'ementary letter. The writer complains that his
jagir villages in Parbhani, Nile and other parganas were being
subjected to harassment by the Nawab of Nirmal by sending
out cattle to graze the pastures and by extorting money from
the helpless peasantry and so he prays for timely redress from
the Huzur.

3



18

A. R. No. 39 11th Shawwal 1194 A.H.

Recei TR ORawE 21 9% 4T
ccewed on ‘10th October 1780

A supplementary letter. The writer says that the
silledars had not yet mustered at Poona though summoned
a long time ago. Haripant confirmed the report that Nana
would join the campaign. It was likely that he would pitch
his tent on the Dasara day.

A. R. No. 40 21st ilhej 1194 A.H.

'18th December 1 780

Akhbar from'Saswad: Nawab Viqar-ud-daula and Nana-
swami-on arrival: were received by Sakharampant Bapu and
Balajipant. They. will meet the Srimant tomorrow.

Supplementary Akhbar. Nana and Sakharampant con-
ducted Nawab Viqar-ud-daula and Nanaswami to the tent
of the Srimant.. The Srimant arrived accompanied by his
mother at the proper hour, received the visitors into his pre-
sence most cordially and treated them to Pan and Ittar. The
party broke up after about a ghatika.

A fragmentary. Akhbar. Nawab' Vigar-ud-daula met the
Srimant on'21stinstant as.was arranged earlier.

A. R. No. 41 ' 4th Moharrum 1195 A.H.
‘315t December 1780

A supplementary letter in which the writer requests Nana-
swami to grant leave of absence to his son Raghottam Rao
who is deeply concerned over celebrating his daughter’s mar-
riage in the month of Magh or Phalgun.

A. R, No. 42 _ 17th Safar 1195 A.H.

 12th February 1781

A supplementary létter. The: writer acknowledges the
receipt: of a létter from® Nanaswami