Pine Knol

| Sabbath School Study Notes

Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 1 “Signs That Point the Way”

Read for this week’s study
John 2:1-11; John 4:46-54; John 5:1-16; Mark 3:22, 23; Matthew 12:9-14; John 5:16-47.

Memory Text

“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in

this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,

and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:30, 31, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

I
.
.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

The Wedding at Cana

The Second Sign in Galilee

The Miracle at the Pool of Bethesda
Hard Hearts

Jesus’ Claims

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Jon Paulien

In the wisdom of God, the story of Jesus is told in four Bible books rather than just
one. This tells us a number of things. For one thing, the story of Jesus is so huge that
no one writer, not even an inspired writer, could do justice to the whole. For
another, God meets us where we are. Some readers will understand Jesus best from
Matthew’s story. Others prefer the story as told by Mark, or Luke or John. We also
learn from this that there is more than one right way to think. Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John are all speak the truth, all are inspired by God, but all are telling the story
in strikingly different ways. (Theme of the Quarter)

There are a number of similarities in the story of Jesus as told by Matthew, Mark and
Luke. John, on the other hand, is very different. The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew,
Mark and Luke) are based on a common oral tradition about Jesus’ life that
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circulated widely in the early church. That common story means the Synoptics are
similar in many ways. John, on the other hand, fills in the gaps in the common story
out of his own personal experience. Writing later than the others, he goes beyond
the events in Jesus’ life to the deeper spiritual meaning of Jesus’ mission. John
speaks directly to us in ways the other Gospels do not. As we will see, John speaks
especially to the issue of how we can have a living relationship with a God we cannot
see hear or touch. (Theme of the Quarter)

3. Read John 1:1. What does the phrase “the Word of God” mean to you and what
relationship does that have to the title John applies to Jesus? (Theme of the Quarter)
4, Read John 21:25. What is the implication of this text? Read John 20:30-31. This text

provides the purpose of the Gospel. What does John mean by “signs”? The word
“you” appears twice in this text. Who is the “you” that John is referring to? How
does John 20:24-29 provide context for the purpose statement in 20:30-31? What
further context is given in John 21:18-237 (Sabbath Afternoon’s Lesson)

5. Read John 17:20 and 15:1-8. How do these passages identify the second generation
of Christians and their relation to the disciples of Jesus? What was John’s message to
the second generation of Christians? That message is found in the miracles (signs)
Jesus did in the Gospel of John. According to Luke 4:40, how does Jesus go about
healing people? In contrast, consider the wedding of Cana (John 2:1-11), the healing
of the nobleman’s son (4:46-54), the Pool of Bethesda (5:1-15), the healing of the
blind man (9:1-7), and the raising of Lazarus (11:39-44). What do these miracles
have in common and what message would that send to the second generation of
Christians? (Sabbath Afternoon’s Lesson)

6. Read John 4:43-45. How do you reconcile the statement in verse 44 with the
welcome Jesus receives in Galilee? Read John 4:46-54. How does this living parable
illustrate the truth of Jesus’ statement in verse 44? How does it underline the
message of the Gospel to the second generation of Christians? If you were to
witness an actual miracle, how would you know if it was from God or not?
(Monday’s Lesson)

7. The rest of the lesson focuses on other “signs” that Jesus did. The first of these was
at the Wedding of Cana. Read John 2:1-11. What do you observe taking place in this
story? (Sunday’s Lesson)

8. Read John 5:1-9. Why does Jesus ask the paralytic if he wants to be healed? Why
does Jesus do this miracle at this particular time and place? Read John 5:14. What
does this tell us about the healing process in John 5? (Tuesday’s Lesson)

9. Read John 5:10-16. Why was it so hard for the religious leaders to respond positively
to the miracles of Jesus? Read John 5:38-42. How does this passage help us answer
the previous question? (Wednesday’s Lesson)

10. Read John 5:16-18. Why was Jesus persecuted for His actions on the Sabbath?
(Thursday’s Lesson)
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11. What is the central issue in Sabbath-keeping? How was Jesus on a different
wavelength from the religious leaders of His day? (Friday’s Lesson)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

| can’t think of any book | enjoy more than John, though | don’t like to rate one book above
another, unless maybe it would be Romans.

Now, John’s purpose he announces is different from that of the other three, the Synoptic
writers. You know why they’re called the Synoptics? Because they are so similar. But in John
20:30, he explains why, writing several years after the others had written, he made a careful
selection of the events and teachings in Jesus’ life. John 20:30:

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in
this book [and we know that, because some of them are in Matthew, Mark, and Luke].
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing, you may have life in his name.”

He also adds, at the end of 21:25: “But there are also many other things which Jesus did; were
every one of them to be written, | suppose that the world itself could not contain the books
that would be written.” You think of all the things that Jesus said and did which are not on the
record. | wonder how interesting some of them were, and we don’t know.

Now, why did he make the choices that he did? That is, why did he feel he had to emphasize
the fact that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God? Well, in his letters, written at about the same
time, 1 John, 2 John, and 3 John, he explains what was going on. In 1 John 2:18, for example, he
writes:

Children, it is the last hour [sounds like a good Adventist preacher, and this is back in the
90’s, A.D. It is the last hour], and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now
many antichrists have come; therefore we know that it is the last hour.

Now, why he would say that so early we should save until we get to 1 John. Where was there
mention of an antichrist, by the way? Who had talked about this, and had written already?
Hadn’t Paul, when he wrote to Thessalonica, mentioned this?

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would
have continued with us. But they went out, that it might be plain that they all are not of
us. But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all know. | write to you, not
because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and know that no lie is of
the truth. Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?
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Now you see the reason for writing his gospel. “This is the antichrist; he who denies the Father
and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father. He who confesses the Son has the
Father also.” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 —
John, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/57MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/58MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Lou: This question has come up regarding Deuteronomy 13 on the Bible Reference Sheet. It warns
against signs and wonders. And yet when we look in the gospels and the story of Jesus, aren’t
these miracles that He performed, aren’t they a basis for belief?

Graham: At Cana it says, “These beginning of signs that He did.” And they did say something, to be
sure. His mother already trusted Him. She said, “Do whatever He says.” | think the miracles do get
people started sometimes. But it’s not the best evidence, miracles can be counterfeited. Look at
the first three plagues in Egypt. A miracle is the poorest type of evidence. But if we’re susceptible
to it, our God will run the risk, sometimes, of using them. Like Gideon’s wet fleece, and then the
dry one—that doesn’t speak well of Gideon. It speaks very well of God, who generously gave him
those signs. God would rather that we would weigh the evidence. So | wouldn’t want to say that
He didn’t use miracles at all, but they are an elementary first step in developing faith, and a
hazardous one.

Lou: And the Deuteronomy 13 passage is pointing out the hazard there. {Graham Maxwell.
Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #4 with Lou Venden, “God’s Way of
Restoring Trust” recorded February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of
the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/4MMCAG

Look at Deuteronomy thirteen on the Bible Reference Sheet:

If a prophet arises among you, or a dreamer of dreams, and gives you a sign or a
wonder, and the sign or wonder which he tells you comes to pass [it actually happens],
and if he says, “Let us go after other gods” which you have not known, “and let us serve
them,” you shall not listen to the word of that prophet or to that dreamer of dreams.
(RSV)

Never mind the miracle. Then look at the extraordinary story told in 1 Kings 13. It’s a whole
chapter. | wish there was time to retell it; it's so dramatic. About this younger prophet called
the “man of God,” who was told by God to deliver a message to the king, not to accept
hospitality, but to come home by another route. But on the way an older prophet heard of
what had happened. And he asked his sons to saddle his donkey (you remember) and he got on
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it and chased after the man of God. When he caught up with him, as it says on the Bible
Reference Sheet:

The old prophet said to him, “Come home with me and eat bread.” And he (the man of
God) said, “l may not return with you, or go in with you; neither will | eat bread nor
drink water with you in this place; for it was said to me by the word of the Lord, ‘You
shall neither eat bread nor drink water there, nor return by the way that you came.””
And he said to him, “l also am a prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me by the
word of the Lord, saying, ‘Bring him back with you into your house that he may eat
bread and drink water.”” But he lied to him. (RSV)

And you remember that the younger prophet believed the older prophet, and he went home
and ate with him. And as he proceeded on his way he was met by a lion that slew him. If you
don’t know the story you ought to read it. But that warns us that people who make claims that
God has spoken through them may be lying to us. And it’s God Himself who warns us of that.

But the most impressive illustration of how God seeks to convince us—not on authority and
power, but on the basis of truth—was provided by Jesus Himself on the road to Emmaus.
{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #4, “God’s Way of
Restoring Trust” recorded February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of
the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/4MMCAG

So let me pick an illustration that does reflect on the picture of God. In the KJV, in John 5:3, 4, it
tells the story that from time-to-time God would look out over the parapets of heaven and see
that a large crowd of sick people have gathered around the pool of Bethesda. Every once in
awhile the water would move. Now what caused it to move?

The way the story is told here, it would appear that God would look out over the parapets of
heaven, see the crowd there, and call over His angels and say, “It's worth going down again. Go
down and stir up the water. And remember, first one in is healed.” And this went on for years
and years and years. Finally, an angel said to God, “God, we’ve been watching a man there
struggling for thirty-three years to get in, and we angels are so sorry for him; could we bend the
rule this once? Could we heal him? Because there’s no way he’s going to get in.” And God says,
“You know | never change. First man in is healed.”

| never did like that story. And | was so relieved to start learning Greek in 1938 and discover
that the idea that an angel stirred the water is a legend that crept in later on. The older
manuscripts say, “the water moved.” And it was probably assumed that an angel did it.
Probably though, it was drainage from the temple area or a spring or eddies of air moving. But
that legend eventually crept into the text.

4t Qu 2024 Lesson 1 Prepared January 2024 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 5


http://www.pineknoll.org/credits.html
http://pkp.cc/4MMCAG

Look in the early manuscripts and you have a magnificent story there. These superstitious
people thought an angel stirred the water and the first one in would be healed. The real truth
was that on a Saturday afternoon God walked by. And the man looked up and saw the kindest
face he had ever seen. And the kind face said, “Would you like to be well?” And he said, “I
surely would.” And that kind face did not berate the man for squandering his health in youthful
self-indulgence. He simply said, “Then pick up your little mat and go home, and you will be
well.” That’s the real picture of God. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series,
Conversations About God, #5, “The Record of the Evidence” recorded February 1984, Loma
Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following
direct link: http://pkp.cc/SMMCAG

Lou: Someone has asked: “Why did Jesus heal the paralytic on the Sabbath?”

Graham: Many of His healings were elective, weren’t they? The paralytic had been there thirty-
eight years.

Lou: Not a critical emergency.

Graham: Not at all, you see. | think Jesus tried to keep a low profile most of the time. He knew if
He became very public, He was so controversial, He wouldn’t last very long. And indeed, He
didn’t when He became very conspicuous. But when it came to the Sabbath, He risked His life
repeatedly to clear the Sabbath of misunderstanding. Because an arbitrary approach to the
Sabbath puts the Father in the worst possible light. And so, to clear this up, He ran the risk of
doing healing, and helping things on the Sabbath. And He ran into trouble every time. It
evidently is that important to redeem the Sabbath of arbitrariness, because the Sabbath speaks
so eloquently of God, for good or ill. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series,
Conversations About God, #13 with Lou Venden, “How God Treats His Erring Children” recorded
April 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on
the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/13MMCAG

Now, you remember when He healed the man with the withered hand, and there was nothing
they could say? It drove them to plan His murder. After He resurrected Lazarus, what follows
next? It infuriated them, because they knew there was nothing they could do about it. They
couldn’t contradict this. And immediately they began their final plans to kill Christ. What could
move those Sabbath-keeping, tithe-paying, health-reforming Adventists to want to silence the
Son of God, to tell Him He had a devil, and kill Him? What wouldn’t they like?

COMMENT: He was taking away their power.

In what way was He taking away their power?
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COMMENT: If you want to be practical, they were living on what they were given as
donations, and if He took away that power and authority, they’d have to get out and work.

COMMENT: Well, not only that. Their whole reputation was at stake. Their whole theology
was at stake.

What reputation would they covet above all others, as really devout, sincere, conservative
Pharisees? What was the image they had of themselves?

COMMENT: They liked their position. They didn’t want Him to be the top man. They wanted
to be it.

COMMENT: They were Bible teachers.

Now, they were known as the experts in the Scriptures, were they not? These were the
theologians, the Pharisees, which gave them great influence. In fact, they derived their
authority from the general recognition that if you want to know what the Bible teaches, you go
to the Pharisees. And Jesus came along and said, “You have misread the Bible.” You know,
that’s extremely offensive. You tell a theologian, “You know, you’re really wrong.” That surely
was involved—and their pride. Supposing the Lord were to come into a group of Adventists and
say, “By the way, | know you’ve been using such and such a verse all along. You know, it’s really
wrong.” Could we accept that with grace? Of course, we don’t expect Him to correct us on
anything, do we? We know we’re right on everything, don’t we? So what could | pick that
would do?

Well, supposing Jesus came to a group of Seventh-day Adventists, and said, “By the way, you
have not been keeping the Sabbath correctly. You have been too strict.” How would we react?
You know, we’d say, “Well, we’ve been warned that false prophets would come. ‘To the Law
and to the Testimony’ and you’re not speaking in harmony.” Because | think we shouldn’t
underestimate the devotion, the dedication of these Pharisees. And they were highly respected
by the people. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 —
Mark, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/53MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/54MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)
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Further Study with Ellen White

Jesus began the work of reformation by coming into close sympathy with humanity. While He
showed the greatest reverence for the law of God, He rebuked the pretentious piety of the
Pharisees, and tried to free the people from the senseless rules that bound them. He was
seeking to break down the barriers which separated the different classes of society, that He
might bring men together as children of one family. His attendance at the marriage feast was
designed to be a step toward effecting this. {DA 150.3}

Christ came not to destroy this institution, but to restore it to its original sanctity and elevation.
He came to restore the moral image of God in man, and He began His work by sanctioning the
marriage relation. {AH 99.2}

Christ came to change the current of his [man’s] thoughts and affections.—1T 196 (1859).
{2MCP 670.1}

The atonement of Christ is not a mere skillful way to have our sins pardoned; it is a divine
remedy for the cure of transgression and the restoration of spiritual health. It is the Heaven-
ordained means by which the righteousness of Christ may be not only upon us but in our hearts
and characters (Letter 406, 1906). {6BC 1074.2}

All heaven has been looking on with interest, and ready to do whatever God might appoint, to
help fallen men and women to become what God would have them. God will work for His
children, but not without their cooperation. They must have indomitable energy, and a
constant desire to become all that it is possible for them to be. {RC 296.3}

The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; it means that sin is taken away,
and that the vacuum is filled with the Spirit. It means that the mind is divinely illumined, that
the heart is emptied of self, and filled with the presence of Christ. {OHC 154.5}

God does not deal with us as finite men deal with one another. His thoughts are thoughts of
mercy, love, and tenderest compassion. {SC 53.1}

Through Christ’s redeeming work the government of God stands justified. The Omnipotent One
is made known as the God of love. Satan’s charges are refuted, and his character unveiled.
Rebellion can never again arise. Sin can never again enter the universe. Through eternal ages all
are secure from apostasy. By love’s self-sacrifice, the inhabitants of earth and heaven are
bound to their Creator in bonds of indissoluble union. {DA 26.2}

Jesus presented the Father as one to whom we could give our confidence and present our
wants. When we are in terror of God, and overwhelmed with the thought of His glory and
majesty, the Father points us to Christ as His representative. What you see revealed in Jesus, of
tenderness, compassion, and love, is the reflection of the attributes of the Father. The cross of
Calvary reveals to man the love of God. Christ represents the Sovereign of the universe as a God
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of love. By the mouth of the prophet He said, “I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with loving-kindness have | drawn thee” (Jeremiah 31:3). {HP 18.3}

In the person of Christ we behold the eternal God engaged in an enterprise of boundless mercy
toward fallen man. {FLB 98.3}

He spoke of God, not as an avenging judge, but as a tender father, and He revealed the image
of God as mirrored in Himself. His words were like balm to the wounded spirit. Both by His
words and by His works of mercy He was breaking the oppressive power of the old traditions
and man-made commandments, and presenting the love of God in its exhaustless fullness.
{DA 204.4}

Sickness, suffering, and death are work of an antagonistic power. Satan is the destroyer; God is
the restorer. {MH 113.1}

The gospel which He taught was a message of spiritual life and physical restoration. Deliverance
from sin and the healing of disease were linked together. {CT 465.2}

Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour mingled with
men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their
needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them, “Follow Me.” {MH 143.3}

The Son of God came to the world as a restorer. He was the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Every
word He uttered was spirit and life. He spoke with authority, conscious of His power to bless
humanity, and deliver the captives bound by Satan; conscious also that by His presence He
could bring to the world fullness of joy. He longed to help every oppressed and suffering
member of the human family, and show that it was His prerogative to bless, not to condemn.
{LHU 37.2}

They [the Pharisees] attributed to satanic agencies the holy power of God, manifested in the
works of Christ. Thus the Pharisees sinned against the Holy Ghost. Stubborn, sullen,
ironhearted, they determined to close their eyes to all evidence, and thus they committed the
unpardonable sin (RH Jan. 18, 1898). {5BC 1092.4}

No one need look upon the sin against the Holy Ghost as something mysterious and
indefinable. The sin against the Holy Ghost is the sin of persistent refusal to respond to the
invitation to repent (RH June 29, 1897). {5BC 1093.2}

The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy the personality of either.
They are one in purpose, in mind, in character, but not in person. It is thus that God and Christ
are one. {8T 269.4}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 2 “Signs of Divinity”

Read for this week’s study

John 6:1-15; Isaiah 53:4-6; 1 Corinthians 5:7; John 6:26—36; John 9:1-41; 1 Corinthians 1:26—
29; John 11.

Memory Text

“Jesus said to her, ‘l am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may
die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?’ ”
(John 11:25, 26, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l. Introduction

1. The Feeding of the Five Thousand
Il “Surely, He Is the Prophet”

V. The Healing of the Blind Man: Part 1
V. The Healing of the Blind Man: Part 2
VI. The Resurrection of Lazarus

VII. Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration
Facilitator: Jon Paulien

1. For the Jews, there is only one God, Yahweh, and there is a clear line drawn between
that God and the creation. God alone is above that line, and everything below that
line is creature. There is no mingling of the two. What is it that puts God above the
line and everyone(thing) else below the line? The Jews identified four ways in which
the Creator is completely distinct from the creation. 1) God is the sole creator of the
universe. 2) God is the sole ruler of the universe. God may delegate assistants (like
Adam) to rule or create in His behalf, but God is ultimately responsible for the
creation and the governance of the creation. 3) God has a unique name, Yahweh. 4)
God, and God alone, is worthy of worship. (Sabbath Afternoon’s Lesson)

2. The early Christians were all Jews. So they retained the belief in one God. Yet they
became convinced that in Jesus the Messiah, they were face to face with God in the
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flesh. Yet they did not come to see Jesus as a “second God”. What they did was to
include Jesus in their understanding of the one God of Judaism. This is evident when
one compares 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 with the Shema (the fundamental Jewish
statement of faith, Deuteronomy 6:4-5). Paul includes both the Father and Jesus in
the Shema. How is this affirmed in John 1:1-3? The very earliest Christians,
therefore, affirmed the full Godhood of Jesus Christ without giving up the one God
concept of Judaism. Thought question: Why is the divinity of Christ important? What
would Christian faith lose without it? (Sabbath Afternoon’s Lesson)

3. The divinity of Jesus Christ is a major theme in the Gospel of John. One of the places
where the divinity of Jesus is emphasized is the story of the feeding of the 5000 and
the events that follow. Read John 6:1-14. What parallels do you see in this story
between Jesus and Moses? (Sunday’s Lesson)

4, Read John 6:14-15. How did the people respond to the feeding miracle? Why does
Jesus’ reject this seemingly positive response? What about their intention didn’t sit
right with Jesus? Read John 6:26-36. How does Jesus use the feeding miracle to
teach the people more about who He really is? What is the significance of the
statement: “I AM the bread of life”? (Monday’s Lesson)

5. Read Exodus 3:13-15. What is the meaning of the name God applies to Himself in
response to Moses’ request? Read John 6:35. In light of Exodus, what is Jesus
saying? What is the background of Jesus’ | AM statements in the Old Testament
prophets? (Monday’s Lesson)

6. Read John 9:1-16. What does Jesus say about the relation between sickness and sin?
How does this perspective fit with some of the stories of the Old Testament? See 2
Kings 5:15-27; 2 Chronicles 26:16-21. (Tuesday’s Lesson)

7. Read John 9:17-34. What questions did the religious leaders ask and how did the
blind man’s faith grow as the dialogue continued? This is the only part of the Gospel
where Jesus is not the central figure. (Wednesday’s Lesson)

8. Read John 11:1-6. Why did Jesus delay going to Lazarus? Read John 11:25-26 and 38-
44. How did Jesus’ actions provide evidence that He was who He claimed to be?
(Thursday’s Lesson)

9. How is it that even in the face of powerful evidence people can still choose to reject
God? (Friday’s Lesson)

10. Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-29. What are some of the “foolish things” that Christians
believe, things that the “wise according to the flesh” mock and reject? (Friday’s
Lesson)
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

What is your favorite verse to show that Christ is divine? Now some have used this one, might
be best not to make this the major verse. What’s the strongest text you can think of to show
that the one who came to this earth was none other than God? John 1:1 is mentioned. Now, of
course, our Jehovah’s Witness friends do interesting things with John 1:1, don’t they?

“In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God and the Word was God.” We say. And
when our Witness friends come by the door they like to say, “Now in the Greek it doesn’t say
the Word was God” the word was a, little g, god. Now, that’s not very good Greek but they
make that point very strongly. And so it becomes a source of considerable argument
sometimes. The better translation is “the Word was God”, to be sure.

What I've found most useful is Hebrews, in Hebrews 1. One reason for mentioning this tonight
is that tying Hebrews 1 in with Romans 1 that we discussed awhile ago, | think it’s a very strong
argument for the divinity of Christ. Hebrews 1 that begins: “In many and various ways God
spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to us not by
prophets, but by a son.” In fact, the Greek is not the son but by a son as compared with
prophets. But who is the son who came?

To what angel [verse 5] did God ever say, “Thou art my son today | have begotten
thee”? Or again, “l will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? And again when
he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.”

God asked the angels to worship His son. What about those who believe that the son was a
created being? Does Paul say anything about those who worship a created being? Do you
remember in Romans 1? What about those who turn from the truth and worship a creature
rather than the creator. Romans 1:24, it’s one of the explanations as to why God has given
people up, for they won’t respond to the truth. Romans 1:25 says, “He gives them up because
they have exchanged the truth about God for a lie and have worshiped and served the creature
rather than the creator who is blessed forevermore.”

And sometimes with our good Witness friends, | like to ask what their attitude is toward Christ,
do they worship Him? If He’s a created being they shouldn’t, right? And some of them say very
sincerely, “Well, we don’t worship Christ because one should not worship a created being.”
Then you turn over to Hebrews 1, the verse we just read, God said to His angels, even, that they
should worship the Son. Then if God told the angels to worship the Son, that surely was
recognizing the Son as God, not a created being, but the creator Himself. {Graham Maxwell.
Excerpt from the audio series Romans, chapter 9, recorded December 1977, Loma Linda,

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:
http://pkp.cc/17MMROMANS66

4t Qu 2024 Lesson 2 Prepared January 2024 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 3


http://pkp.cc/17MMROMANS66

If the one who came was not really God, then all we’ve said goes down the drain. Do you mean
he was the first-born of all creation? Then we don’t know about God. Someone very kind was
willing to come, or maybe he made him come, to clear up these matters. What do you do with
the “first-born of all creation”? I’d really want to put with that verse 18, “He’s the head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning, the first-born from the dead.” First-born, “that in
everything he might be pre-eminent.” Is that how he’s first-born? First-born doesn’t mean the
first one born, necessarily, but the first in position, in rank, and in authority.

For example, Isaac was Abraham’s first-born, his only-begotten son. But he’d had a boy before,
hadn’t he? But he didn’t inherit the estate. So this is in that sense of rank and position. Isn’t this
whole passage here in Colossians 1 to the effect that the one who came has never had a
beginning. He's the first. He’s the creator of all things. And didn’t John say the same? Nothing
was created without him. And Hebrews 1 is going to say God told the angels to worship him,
and you don’t worship a created being.

And | think that Paul’s great concern here in Colossians is that the one who came to clear up all
the questions about God was God himself, or our questions have not really been answered.
Because our questions are not about the second in command. They’re not about an angel. Our
guestions are about God. So those who believe that someone less than God came have either
different questions or they don’t have the answers.

But if we really want to know about God, what God is really like, then it would mean everything
in the world to believe and understand that the one who came to this earth and walked among
us was that God. And so, when Jesus was here, and we realize it's God, and you watch him treat
sinners so graciously, did anybody intercede with Jesus to forgive somebody? No. Nobody had
to plead with him to forgive, ever. It was in his heart to forgive. No one had to plead with him.
But somebody has to plead with the Father, right? If Jesus is fully God, as emphasized in all
these passages, and nobody had to intercede with him, then we know no one has to intercede
with God. And yet they weren’t getting that point. And so Jesus had to say, in John 16:26, “You
know that if you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father. And you realize the implications of this?
There’s no need for me to intercede with the Father when | get up there, for the Father’s just
like me. In fact, | am God.”

What about Isaiah 9:6? What are the names of the Son, but the “everlasting Father, the
almighty God,” you remember? So on this earth, the angels saw God, “than whom there is none
greater,” treating people the way he did. And nobody had to plead with Jesus to forgive. So if
we suggest somebody needs to plead with the Father but not with the Son, we’ve driven a
wedge between the two, or we suggest; maybe, the Son is not fully God. Whatever God did for
sinners, | mean God the Son, God the Father would do, for they are equally God. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Ephesians and Colossians,
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recorded May 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference,
click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/67MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/68MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Lou: Take some of the other things such as the feeding of the five thousand or the feeding of
the four thousand a little bit later. And that’s recorded in all the Gospels, | believe. Certainly, it
made an impact on the writers of the Gospels and on the people. They were ready, if |
remember it correctly—with the feeding of the five thousand—weren’t they ready to crown
Him King right at that time?

Graham: That’s right! Now this illustrates the point superbly. Because He realized that huge
crowds were following Him for the miracles, and that’s all. And so you remember, He told them
something very serious, meaning, “Unless you really accept Me and My teachings you will not
be saved.” And they all left Him.

Lou: That’s true.
Graham: Yes, all they wanted was free food and free healing.

And so then He turned to the twelve and said, (some translations say) “Do you also wish to go?”
The Greek is extraordinary. There is a way of asking a question that gives the question yes or
no. Be wonderful to use for exams here in the University; every question has the answer on the
front. But the way it’s worded in the Greek, Jesus said, “You don’t want to go too, do you?” And
they said, “No; to whom else should we go? You have the words of eternal life.” They weren’t
entirely convinced; there was so much they didn’t understand. But at least they chose to stay.
He must have wondered then whether it was worth coming. How much of a following had He
won? Only when He performed miracles did He get a crowd, and He did not wish to get a crowd
from the performance of miracles. Doesn’t it say something though, that when He won a
following by miracle, He turned them away. And that is the wrong reason for power. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #7 with Lou Venden, “The
Question of Authority” recorded February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/7MMCAG

Think of the picture of God in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Not that it was new. The whole
Old Testament had born witness to this truth about God. Look at Jeremiah’s picture, and Isaiah,
and Hosea, and Amos, and Micah, and others in the Old Testament. But now Jesus has come,
and has clearly demonstrated, at risk of life, the truth about our heavenly Father. And you think
of what the disciples are now privileged to take out to the world. Now they knew what God was
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like. They were not that clear when Jesus began, were they? You remember they asked Him,
“Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” And, “Do You wish that fire
would come down from heaven and consume Your adversaries?” They didn’t know God that

well.

But they had been together in the upper room and heard Jesus say, “If you have seen Me,
you’ve seen the Father. And there’s no need for Me to intercede with the Father for you, for
the Father loves you Himself. And in the judgment, you’ll actually just be judged by the truth.
That’s all. Nothing arbitrary about it.” And they’d seen Him feed the hungry, and heal the sick,
and cry at the funeral of one of His friends, and all those things. And now they were to go out
and spread the good news. You’d think the world would be thrilled, but it was no more thrilled
to hear them than it was to hear Christ.

In fact, from whom did the strongest opposition come? Hasn’t that always been the history?
Yes, God’s professed people opposed this picture. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Acts, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to
the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/59MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/60MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Now we must, in Mark particularly, next time, note Jesus’ observance of the Sabbath, and the
trouble He got into when He allowed them to eat on the Sabbath in a certain way, and He
healed on the Sabbath. Why did He get into trouble? Remember the rules in the Mishnah. He
was breaking those rules. “Why,” He said, “I never gave you those rules. These are
commandments of men, learned by rote,” quoting Isaiah. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the
audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Intertestament Period & Matthew, recorded March
1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the
following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/51MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/52MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Lou: The raising of Lazarus. Dead for four days! Isn’t that outstanding evidence of authority?
Wouldn’t you believe just on the basis of that performance?

Graham: We call that His crowning miracle, don’t we? And yet it’s significant that Elijah had
resurrected the dead before. It was not that unusual. Well, it wasn’t unique anyway. | think it’s
the total situation within which He did this thing. For example, He had just been crying awhile
before. He wept. And they said, “Behold, how He loves him.” The gentleness of Jesus is what
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was disappointing so many of His followers. But then He demonstrated that He can resurrect
the dead. And the theologians knew what this implied. And that’s why it says, “From then on,
they plotted to murder Him.” Because they realized that step by step He was demonstrating
beyond question that He was the infinitely powerful but equally gracious One who fitted the
Old Testament description.

More than that, He had the wisdom to wait until the fourth day, and they must have realized it.
And the wisdom with which He did things. He didn’t display His erudition to be sure, but He
knew that they had questioned His resurrection of Jairus’ daughter before. And so this time He
waited until the fourth day, because some of them believed that the spirit hovered nearby for
three days in case of resuscitation. So He waited until the fourth day until the most skeptical
person in His audience would admit that this time Lazarus was really dead. And then, when He
said, “Roll away the stone,” He wanted to hear them say, “Don’t roll it away,” an important key
text, “he stinks.” Because they would all admit that he really was dead. “Now,” He said, “come
forth.” They had no answer for that. And when you’ve run out of evidence, then you turn to
violence. And they tried to kill Him.

Lou: So that did not serve to convince them.
Graham: No, it actually turned them against Him all the more.
Lou: It sealed His death, His doom.

Graham: Yes. But to some of us—that God could one minute be crying and the next minute
He’s resurrecting the dead; now that sounds good to me.

Lou: Satan went about to plot Lazarus’ death.

Graham: That’s right; get rid of the evidence. Here’s Lazarus going around explaining his death
and resurrection. They didn’t like that testimony. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
series, Conversations About God, #7 with Lou Venden, “The Question of Authority” recorded
February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click
on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/7MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

From all eternity Christ was united with the Father, and when He took upon Himself human
nature, He was still one with God. He is the link that unites God with humanity [Hebrews 2:14
quoted] (ST Aug. 2, 1905). {5BC 1115.1}

Christ could have done nothing during His earthly ministry in saving fallen man if the divine had
not been blended with the human. The limited capacity of man cannot define this wonderful
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mystery—the blending of the two natures, the divine and the human. It can never be explained.
Man must wonder and be silent. And yet man is privileged to be a partaker of the divine nature,
and in this way he can to some degree enter into the mystery (Letter 5, 1889). {7BC 904.5}

At the Saviour’s baptism, Satan was among the witnesses. He saw the Father’s glory
overshadowing His Son. He heard the voice of Jehovah testifying to the divinity of Jesus. Ever
since Adam’s sin, the human race had been cut off from direct communion with God; the
intercourse between heaven and earth had been through Christ; but now that Jesus had come
“in the likeness of sinful flesh” (Romans 8:3), the Father Himself spoke. He had before
communicated with humanity through Christ; now He communicated with humanity in Christ.
Satan had hoped that God’s abhorrence of evil would bring an eternal separation between
heaven and earth. But now it was manifest that the connection between God and man had
been restored. {DA 116.2}

But although Christ’s divine glory was for a time veiled and eclipsed by His assuming humanity,
yet He did not cease to be God when He became man. The human did not take the place of the
divine, nor the divine of the human. This is the mystery of godliness. The two expressions
“human” and “divine” were, in Christ, closely and inseparably one, and yet they had a distinct
individuality. Though Christ humbled Himself to become man, the Godhead was still His own.
His deity could not be lost while He stood faithful and true to His loyalty. Surrounded with
sorrow, suffering, and moral pollution, despised and rejected by the people to whom had been
intrusted the oracles of heaven, Jesus could yet speak of Himself as the Son of man in heaven.
He was ready to take once more His divine glory when His work on earth was done.

{5BC 1129.3}

We may believe that God is with us in every place, and in every trying hour we may hold fast
that hand which has all power. {ML 336.3}

But the work of human redemption is not all that is accomplished by the cross. The love of God
is manifested to the universe. The prince of this world is cast out. The accusations which Satan
has brought against God are refuted. The reproach which he has cast upon heaven is forever
removed. Angels as well as men are drawn to the Redeemer. “I, if | be lifted up from the earth,”
He said, “will draw all unto Me.” {DA 626.1}

But the people were slow to learn the lesson. Accustomed as they had been in Egypt to
material representations of the Deity, and these of the most degrading nature, it was difficult
for them to conceive of the existence or the character of the Unseen One. In pity for their
weakness, God gave them a symbol of His presence. “Let them make Me a sanctuary,” He said;
“that | may dwell among them.” Exodus 25:8. {Ed 35.1}

Christ is the source of our life, the source of immortality. He is the tree of life, and to all who
come to Him He gives spiritual life (RH Jan. 26, 1897). {7BC 989.8}
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In the matchless gift of His Son, God has encircled the whole world with an atmosphere of grace
as real as the air which circulates around the globe. {SC 68.1}

Christ, the Light of the world, veiled the dazzling splendor of His divinity and came to live as a
man among men, that they might, without being consumed, become acquainted with their
Creator. No man has seen God at any time except as He is revealed through Christ. {8T 265.2}

Christ’s favorite theme was the paternal character and abundant love of God. This knowledge
of God was Christ’s own gift to men, and this gift He has committed to His people to be
communicated by them to the world. {6T 55.1}

Christ was the originator of all the ancient gems of truth. Through the work of the enemy these
truths had been displaced. They had been disconnected from their true position and placed in
the framework of error. Christ’s work was to readjust and establish the precious gems in the
framework of truth. The principles of truth that had been given by Himself to bless the world
had, through Satan’s agency, been buried and had apparently become extinct. Christ rescued
them from the rubbish of error, gave them a new, vital force, and commanded them to shine as
precious jewels and stand fast forever. Christ Himself could use any of these old truths without
borrowing the smallest particle, for He had originated them all. . .. {CTr 225.4}

Christ does not use force or compulsion in drawing people to Him. But while truth was being
proclaimed, the hearts of those who professed to be children of God were barricaded against it,
and those who had not been so highly privileged, those who were not clothed with the garment
of self-righteousness, were drawn to Christ. Their minds were convinced and quickened into
activity, and light and truth vibrated through the universe. . .. {CTr 245.4}

Satan was artful in presenting his side of the question. As soon as he found that one position
was seen in its true character, he changed it for another. Not so with God. He could work with
only one class of weapons,—truth and righteousness. Satan could use what God could not,—
crookedness and deceit. {RH, March 9, 1886 par. 6}

God is the author of truth. He enlightens the darkened understanding and gives to the human
mind power to grasp and comprehend the truths which He has revealed. {SL 49.1}

Christ seldom attempted to prove that truth is truth. He illustrated truth in all its bearings, and
then left His hearers free to accept or reject it, as they might choose. He did not force anyone
to believe. In the sermon on the mount He instructed the people in practical godliness,
distinctly outlining their duty. He spoke in such a manner as to commend truth to the
conscience. The power manifested by the disciples was revealed in the clearness and
earnestness with which they expressed the truth. {Ev 171.1}

The Teacher from heaven, no less a personage than the Son of God, came to earth to reveal the
character of the Father to men, that they might worship Him in spirit and in truth. Christ
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revealed to men the fact that the strictest adherence to ceremony and form would not save
them; for the kingdom of God was spiritual in its nature. Christ came to the world to sow it with
truth. {FE 177.1}

Even the work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart is to be tested by the Word of God. The Spirit
which inspired the Scriptures, always leads to the Scriptures.—General Conference Daily
Bulletin, April 13, 1891. {1SM 43.2}

God never asks us to believe, without giving sufficient evidence upon which to base our faith.
His existence, His character, the truthfulness of His word, are all established by testimony that
appeals to our reason; and this testimony is abundant. Yet God has never removed the
possibility of doubt. Our faith must rest upon evidence, not demonstration. Those who wish to
doubt will have opportunity; while those who really desire to know the truth will find plenty of
evidence on which to rest their faith. {SC 105.2}

Jesus employed no miraculous agency to compel men to believe in him. They were left to
choose or reject him, of their own free will. No direct power was to force them into obedience,
and destroy the free moral agency that God has given to man. {4Red 86.3}

To the believer, Christ is the resurrection and the life. In our Saviour the life that was lost
through sin is restored; for He has life in Himself to quicken whom He will. He is invested with
the right to give immortality. The life that He laid down in humanity, He takes up again, and
gives to humanity. {DA 786.4}
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Pine Knol

| Sabbath School Study Notes

Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 3 “The Backstory: The Prologue”

Read for this week’s study
John 1:1-5; Genesis 1:1; John 1:9—-13; John 3:16-21; John 9:35-41; Matthew 7:21-23; John

17:1-5.

Memory Text

“In the beg

inning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” John 1:1.

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

I
.
M.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

In the Beginning—The Divine Logos
The Word Made Flesh

Hearing or Not Hearing the Word
Reappearing Themes—Belief/Unbelief
Reappearing Themes—Glory

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Jon Paulien

Read John 1:1-18. The Prologue to the Gospel of John provides essential context for
the reader. While the characters in the Gospel have no idea who Jesus really is, the
reader knows this from the start of the Gospel. Some scholars suggest that the
Prologue was a more Gentile-oriented introduction to an earlier version of the
Gospel, which would have been written with a Jewish audience in mind. But there is
no direct textual evidence for that. (Sabbath Afternoon’s Lesson)

Read John 1:1. How far back in time does “the Word” go? In terms of history, this is
the earliest text in the entire Bible. “In the beginning” is a reference to Genesis 1:1,
the point in time when God began to create the universe. What element in the text
of John 1:1 tells us that it refers to a time even before that? How is “the word of
God” used in the Old Testament? How is “the Word” (Greek: logos) being used

here? Using a computer search, how did the Greek philosophers use logos in relation
to the concept of God? (Sabbath Afternoon’s Lesson)
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3. Read John 1:1-5. This is structured like an early Christian hymn. Read Genesis 1:3.
How does this text relate to the story of creation in Genesis? (Sunday’s Lesson)

4, Read John 1:14. What was happening when Jesus came to this earth? What does the
fact that God Himself, the Creator, became a human being tell us about the reality of
God’s love for humanity? (Monday’s Lesson)

5. Read John 1:15-18. In what other ways is Jesus greater than others who represented
God before Him?
6. Read John 1:9-13. To whom on earth has the light of God come? How does light

come to those who haven’t heard? When Jesus came to earth, what was the general
reaction to Him? How do people become children of God? (Tuesday’s Lesson)

7. The theme of belief or unbelief is brought up a number of further times in the
Gospel. Read John 3:18-21, 9:35-41 and 12:36-46. How do these texts expand on the
theme? To what degree is believing a gift of God or a human choice (John 6:37-47)?
(Wednesday’s Lesson)

8. Read John 17:1-5. In what way does Jesus glorify the Father during His sojourn on
earth? (Thursday’s Lesson)

9. Does it ultimately matter whether or not God created the universe? Does it
ultimately matter when He did it or how He did it? (Friday’s Lesson)

10. What impact would it have on our understanding of the cross if the person dying
there was a created being rather than the “God/man” that Jesus Christ was?
(Friday’s Lesson)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Lou: You’ve talked of Jesus as our example in this series of conversations About God. We’ve had
several questions come in raising the question about His perhaps having an advantage over us.
How could He be regarded as our example if He did have such an advantage? Let me just refer
to a couple of these. “When Christ came to the world and took on human flesh, did He take on
sinful flesh in essence or vicariously?” The question of Jesus and His humanity, what was His
humanity, | think ties in here in an important way. Would you comment briefly on that one?

Graham: Well, I'll cite Paul for that. He said, “Christ came in the likeness of sinful flesh to deal
with sin.” | think really what'’s behind this is, can we really look to Jesus as an example of the
perfection that we should have?

Graham: But was He exactly like us? There are some interesting differences. He was born of the
Holy Spirit. And | might be sixty-five before I’'m born of the Holy Spirit. So when I’m reborn, I've
got sixty-five years of bad habits to fight with for the rest of my life. Jesus never acquired a bad
habit. The only way you can get a bad habit is to do something bad, which He never did. And
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you say, “Well, then, He’s not an example for me.” How low do we want Him go? Do we want
Him to wallow in the gutter as a wino, so that He can be an example as to how you can get out
of the gutter? | don’t want Jesus to be more and more like me. | want to be more and more like
Him. He came in human form, in the likeness of sinful flesh using no power that is not available
to us. And he showed that even little boys can be good. And you can grow up good like that.

And you say, “Well, | had bad habits.”

“Look,” He says, “I'm your Physician; | understand. I'll be very patient. And | guarantee I'll help
you get over all of those things. Just trust Me.”

So how many things do we want Him to do more than He did? He’s enough of an example to
show how we could have lived. Well, we didn’t. What will He do with us now? He’s the
Physician, and He knows exactly what it’s like to go through what we are going through. And so
you can count on Him to be patient. You say, “Well, | guess that means the Father isn’t just as
patient.” No, Jesus came to show how patient the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are. | think
sometimes we run into problems when we raise the wrong questions about what He came to
tell us, what He came to show us. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series,
Conversations About God, #14 with Lou Venden, “God Can Completely Heal the Damage Done”
recorded May 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference,

click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/14MMCAG

Now other saints are in danger of underestimating Satan’s ability to deceive and confuse. |
heard many say, “There is no way | could be deceived when Satan comes as Christ in the last
days. | have two or three things carefully stored away by which | will test him when he comes.”
They are such obvious things, that | doubt that the Devil will treat us so gently. History is full of
warnings of such overconfidence. For example, when Jesus suffered and died, and rose again,
Satan knew that the great weight of evidence was against him. Therefore, something must be
done to destroy the evidence. One of his most diabolical successes, very early in the first
century, was in leading some to believe that Jesus did not really come in the flesh. He did not
really suffer and really die. He had actually faked it all. There goes all the evidence. The group
of people who believed that were known as the Docetists. It comes from a Greek word that
means “it seemed.” They taught that Jesus only seemed to do those things. See how Satan
sought to destroy the evidence. Yet this idea was spreading in John’s later years. He warned
against the teachers of this heresy. Look at 1 John 4:1, 2:

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you
can recognize the Spirit of God [The Spirit who tells the truth]: every spirit that
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God. (NIV)
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You might wonder why he would choose to mention that, except that we know historically that
people were going around saying that Jesus had not really come in the flesh. John mentions this
in many places. He even writes his whole gospel to show that the One who came was really
God.

But even before Christ came, Satan was at work to undermine and confuse the evidence by
even counterfeiting the first coming of Christ. He accomplished this most notably in what is
known as the “mystery religions.” It is almost unbelievable unless you’ve read about them.
Some of these began long before Christ came. The central figure was a dying, rising savior who
had been supernaturally born, died a cruel and violent death, and then was exalted up to
heaven, there to mediate supernatural help to his followers on earth. Later he would return
and resurrect them and annihilate all the forces of evil. Does that sound familiar? That isn’t all.
In those mystery religions they had Lord Suppers. They had baptism and washing in the blood
and many other things | could list if there were time. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
series, Conversations About God, #17, “Satan’s Final Effort to Deceive” recorded May 1984,
Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the
following direct link: http://pkp.cc/17MMCAG

Lou: The “substitutionary,” that comes in, say more about that. The “vicarious.”

Graham: Ah. He died in our stead. He died as the substitution. In a way, it’s very true. | mean,
either He dies or we die. However, that’s where the comparison ends, because if God has let
you and me and all other sinners die, all it would have done is prove the truthfulness of His
warning, “If you sin, you will die.” And God could say to the universe, “Was | right? | said sinners
would die, and look, they’re dead.” But the universe would not have had answers to questions
two and three that | just mentioned. When Jesus died, there was no doubt in the minds of the
universe that God was not killing His Son. They were clear about that. And the death of Christ
answers all those three questions. So it’s not either us or Him. His death was infinitely more
significant than ours. But had He not died, then what else could God do but leave us to reap the
consequences and we all would have died. So in a sense, yes. He died in our stead, but beyond
that there’s no comparison.

Lou: But not as a payoff. It’s not one or the other.

Graham: It’s not His death is equal to all of ours. His death is infinitely more significant than the
death of every sinful man or angel who has ever lived. The death of angels and men would not
have answered the questions.

Lou: What you’re saying then, is that just a simple satisfaction idea doesn’t encompass what’s
involved at all, does it?
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Graham: Oh, it makes it much too small. | think it puts God in a very bad light, and it doesn’t
answer the questions of the Great Controversy. Many folk who prefer those understandings of
the plan of salvation do not understand there has been a universe-wide great controversy over
the character and government of God. And do you remember at our first meeting, | brought
along the evidence that even Luther, hero of the Christian world that he is, could not conceive
of these larger issues because he couldn’t include the book of Revelation—let alone Hebrews,
James and Jude. And this has been the pattern through the years. Not many have seen the
sixty-sixth book picture of a universe-wide controversy over the character and government of
God. And so they have seen the death of Christ as primarily a plan just to save you and me, for
which we are very grateful. It’s just that the larger view makes the cross much more significant.
{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8 with Lou
Venden, “The Most Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda,

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG

Is there a verse in the Bible that says that when Jesus died, He was given up? Romans 4:25 says
Christ was given up for our transgressions. And many versions, with their reformation influence
translate this “Christ was put to death.” There is nothing in there about being put to death. It
says He was given up. To tie that in with the issue in the Great Controversy, God gave up His
Son as if He were a sinner. Just as He will give us up, if we are real sinners at the end. Because
you can’t force people to trust you, in a free universe, what can you do but give people up?
When Jesus was given up, yes, He died.

So | believe there were three questions answered by Gethsemane and the cross. One: who is
right, God or the devil? Is God a liar when He says sin results in death? The devil says, “Yes, God
has lied to you.” “You will not die” is the teaching of the devil. God says, “You will die. But it is
not torture and execution at My hands.” The devil developed the whole doctrine of hell to turn
the universe against God. And God says that is not true. And | say, “Well, how do | know how
the wicked are going to die?” He says, “Only one person has ever died the death as a result of
sin. It’s only happened once in all eternity. | died that death. | wouldn’t ask any of you to prove
the truthfulness of My word. This is the meaning of substitutionary death.” Yes, He died in our
place, but not for legal reasons. He died because He wouldn’t think of asking anybody else to go
through that painful experience to demonstrate the truth. Besides, our death wouldn’t have
answered it anyway. Because if our dying would have answered the question, then He might as
well have let Lucifer die in the beginning.

But you remember the explanation. Had He left Lucifer to die, the universe would have
misunderstood and assumed God had put him to death. So only by God coming, He said, “No
one takes My life from Me. Nobody can kill Me. I'm going through this Myself. | have arranged
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this with my Father.” And the universe looking on said the Father isn’t killing the Son. God isn’t
killing God. And it was clear enough to them that they could say, “Our questions are answered.
One: sin does result in death. Two: it is not torture and execution at the hands of our gracious
God.

Only one thing left. “God, why were you so concerned that we understand this?” God says,
“Because if you serve Me from fear, it will turn you into rebels—holy rebels.” He says. “Come to
Calvary.” On Calvary, Jesus was tortured to death. By whom? The most devout, blueprinting
Adventists the world has ever known. Absolutely dedicated to God, the scriptures, creation,
Sabbath, the Ten Commandments, you name it. Jesus said you even strain gnats out of your
goat’s milk. Real health reformers. You couldn’t fault them for a thing. You couldn’t have
disfellowshipped one of the people who crucified Christ. Their lives were apparently without
blemish.

But they hated Him. They hated His picture of God. They killed Him to silence His unbiblical
heresy. And the angels looking on said, “We thought, by sending Your Son to Palestine, You did
that to get a good running start with people who already agreed with You. We didn’t realize
You sent Him there to prove this costly point, that if we obey You for the wrong reason,
because we don’t really know You, we could turn into Your worst enemies in the middle of our
Sabbath keeping and our tithe-paying and our health-reforming.” And that’s why | think the
biggest mistake the Adventist church could make in these last days is to have one tremendous
revival in reformation, get out the blueprint, straighten out our lives, without spending much
more time on the picture of God. Because if we do the right things for the wrong reason, we’ll
do what some of the Jews did and become His enemies.

So | believe the cross was the only way to answer the questions. Without answers to the
questions, there would be no peace, no freedom, no security throughout the universe. So it was
for these specific reasons. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio presentation, Questions
People are Asking About the Plan of Salvation, recorded April 1983, Redlands, California} To
listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/IMMQUESTP (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/2MMQUESTP (Part 2)

Did Jesus die the death of a sinner? Did God torture His Son to death? In the Garden of
Gethsemane, nobody touched Him. He wished somebody would touch Him. He asked the three
to come and be with Him, and they slept. Nobody was with Him. All by Himself, He was left to
reap the natural results of being a sinner, as if He were. Now we know that He was not a
sinner. He had appeared on the mount of transfiguration shortly before, hadn’t He, in the
unveiled glory of God. | used to wonder why that’s in the story. If Jesus had been in any respect
out of harmony with His Father, what would have happened to Him? When He had stood there
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in the unveiled glory of His Father? He would have been consumed. So the mount of
transfiguration says, the One who went to Gethsemane and to Calvary was absolutely in
harmony with His Father. There was no sin in Him at all. He didn’t die because He was a sinner.
He was perfect.

But He was made to be sin. In fact, Ellen White says nobody could make Him to be sin. He made
Himself to be sin. He took it on Himself. And nobody could kill Him. He said, “Nobody takes my
life from Me, but | lay it down of Myself. So, in the Garden of Gethsemane, when He fell dying
to the ground, the angels saw it. And they saw Gabriel speed down to strengthen Him. And had
he not gone, He would have died. And that answers question number two. Yes, death is the
result of sin, but it is not torture and execution at the hands of our gracious God. The Father’s
crying, and the Son is dying, and the Father is not hurting His Son. But He’s sadly giving Him up,
as if He were a sinner. And He’s reaping the natural consequences of this being given up

sadly, as if He were a sinner.

And the angels understand this. Now they’ll never serve Him from fear. When they see the
wicked die at the end of the millennium, they’ll know God is not torturing His children to death.
He’s simply giving them up and handing them over to the inevitable consequences of

being rebelliously out of harmony with God. And the glory of Him who is love will consume
them because they’ve chosen to be out of harmony. And God is crying, “How can | give you up?
How can | let you go? Why will you die?” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The
Picture of God in all 66 — Luke, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/55MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/56MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Recommended Listening:

Conversations About God #4 “God’s Way of Restoring Trust” is available at:
http://pkp.cc/4AMMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

Looking upon Him, we behold the invisible God, who clothed His divinity with humanity in order
that through humanity He might shed forth a subdued and softened glory, so that our eyes
might be enabled to rest upon Him, and our souls not be extinguished by His undimmed
splendor. We behold God through Christ, our Creator and Redeemer. {7BC 925.2}

The Son of God came to this earth to reveal the character of the Father to men, that they might
learn to worship Him in spirit and in truth. He came to sow the world with truth. He held the
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keys of all the treasures of wisdom, and was able to open doors to science, and to reveal
undiscovered stores of knowledge, were it essential to salvation. The Light that lighteth every
man that cometh into the world, every phase of truth was evident to Him. {CT 28.2}

By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels. . .. But not
alone for His earthborn children was this revelation given. Our little world is the lesson book of
the universe. God’s wonderful purpose of grace, the mystery of redeeming love, is the theme
into which “angels desire to look,” and it will be their study throughout endless ages. Both the
redeemed and the unfallen beings will find in the cross of Christ their science and their song. It
will be seen that the glory shining in the face of Jesus is the glory of self-sacrificing love. In the
light from Calvary it will be seen that the law of self-renouncing love is the law of life for earth
and heaven; that the love which “seeketh not her own” has its source in the heart of God; and
that in the meek and lowly One is manifested the character of Him who dwelleth in the light
which no man can approach unto. {DA 19.2}

Remember that God and Christ are interested in you, and that all the host of Heaven are
engaged in the work for the salvation of sinners. {SJ 77.8}

Jesus was the healer of the body as well as of the soul. He was interested in every phase of
suffering that came under His notice, and to every sufferer He brought relief, His kind words
having a soothing balm. None could say that He had worked a miracle; but virtue—the healing
power of love—went out from Him to the sick and distressed. Thus in an unobtrusive way He
worked for the people from His very childhood. And this was why, after His public ministry
began, so many heard Him gladly. {DA 92.1}

Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, full of mercy, tenderness, and
compassion. The thick darkness with which Satan had endeavored to enshroud the throne of
Deity was swept away by the world’s Redeemer, and the Father was again manifest to men as
the light of life. {5T 738.4}

The Majesty of heaven was not discerned in the disguise of humanity. He was the divine
Teacher sent from God, the glorious Treasure given to humanity. He was fairer than the sons of
men, but His matchless glory was hidden under a cover of poverty and suffering. He veiled His
glory in order that divinity might touch humanity, and the treasure of immense value was not
discerned by the human race.... {TMK 58.4}

God regards us as His children. He has redeemed us out of the careless world and has chosen us
to become members of the royal family, sons and daughters of the heavenly King. He invites us

to trust in Him with a trust deeper and stronger than that of a child in his earthly father. Parents
love their children, but the love of God is larger, broader, deeper, than human love can possibly
be. It is immeasurable. {COL 142.1}
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Christ’s work in behalf of mankind is not finished. It continues today. Through John He declares
that as many as receive Him, to them will He give power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name.—Manuscript 79, Oct. 1, 1906, “Leave Your Nets and Follow
Me.” {TDG 283.5}

But adoption into the family of God makes us children, not slaves. {TMK 118.5}

Christ presented to men that which was entirely contrary to the representations of the enemy
in regard to the character of God, and sought to impress upon men the love of the Father, who
“so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. He urged upon men the necessity of
prayer, repentance, confession, and the abandonment of sin. He taught them honesty,
forbearance, mercy, and compassion, enjoining upon them to love not only those who loved
them, but those who hated them and treated them despitefully. In all this He was revealing to
them the character of the Father, who is long-suffering, merciful, and gracious, slow to anger,
and full of goodness and truth. {CT 29.3}

Heaven’s plan of salvation is broad enough to embrace the whole world. God longs to breathe
into prostrate humanity the breath of life. And He will not permit any soul to be disappointed
who is sincere in his longing for something higher and nobler than anything the world can offer.
Constantly He is sending His angels to those who, while surrounded by circumstances the most
discouraging, pray in faith for some power higher than themselves to take possession of them
and bring deliverance and peace. In various ways God will reveal Himself to them and will place
them in touch with providences that will establish their confidence in the One who has given
Himself a ransom for all, “that they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of
God, but keep His commandments.” Psalm 78:7. {PK 377.1}

All should be intelligent in regard to the agency by which the soul is destroyed. It is not because
of any decree that God has sent out against man. He does not make man spiritually blind. God
gives sufficient light and evidence to enable man to distinguish truth from error. But He does
not force man to receive truth. He leaves him free to choose the good or to choose the evil. If
man resists evidence that is sufficient to guide his judgment in the right direction, and chooses
evil once, he will do this more readily the second time. The third time he will still more eagerly
withdraw himself from God and choose to stand on the side of Satan. And in this course he will
continue until he is confirmed in evil, and believes the lie he has cherished as truth. His
resistance has produced its harvest (MS 126, 1901). {6BC 1112.5}

The Lord Jesus came to our world full of mercy, life, and light, ready to save those who should
come unto Him. But He can save no one against his will. God does not force the conscience; He
does not torture the body that He may compel men to compliance with His law. All this work is
after the order of Satan. ... {SD 182.2}
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Provision has been made whereby the communication between heaven and our souls may be
free and open. Finite man can place himself where rays of light and glory from the throne of
God will be given him in abundance. {HP 70.2}

God does not force the will of His creatures. He cannot accept an homage that is not willingly
and intelligently given. A mere forced submission would prevent all real development of mind
or character; it would make man a mere automaton. Such is not the purpose of the Creator.
{AG 313.5}

God never forces the will or the conscience, but Satan’s constant resort—to gain control of
those whom he cannot otherwise seduce—is compulsion by cruelty. Through fear or force he
endeavors to rule the conscience and to secure homage to himself.—GC 591 (1888).

{1MCP 325.1}

Had God the Father come to our world and dwelt among us, humbling Himself, veiling His glory,
that humanity might look upon Him, the history that we have of the life of Christ would not
have been changed. . .. In every act of Jesus, in every lesson of His instruction, we are to see
and hear and recognize God. In sight, in hearing, in effect, it is the voice and movements of the
Father. {TMK 338.4}

Jesus came into the world to illustrate the character of God in His own life, and He swept back
the misrepresentations that Satan had originated, and revealed the glory of God. It was only by
living among men that He could reveal the mercy, compassion, and love of His heavenly Father;
for it was only by actions of benevolence that He could set forth the grace of God. The unbelief
of men was deep seated, and yet they could not resist the testimony of His God-like example,
and His deeds of love and truth. {SD 139.3}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 4 “Witnesses of Christ as the Messiah”

Read for this week’s study

John 1:19-

21.

23; Isaiah 40:1-5; John 1:29-37; Romans 5:6; John 1:35-39; John 1:43-51; John 3:1-

Memory Text

“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born again, he

cannot see

the kingdom of God’” (John 3:3, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
II.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

The Testimony of John the Baptist
The Lamb of God

The Two Disciples of John

Philip and Nathaniel

The Witness of Nicodemus
Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Jon Paulien

The theme of this week’s lesson concerns witnesses to Jesus as the Messiah in the
first three chapters of the Gospel of John. In the Gospel of John, the evangelist calls
on a variety of people; Jew, Gentile, rich, poor, male, female, rulers, commoners,
educated and uneducated, to bear witness to who Jesus is. This week’s lesson begins
with the witness of John the Baptist and follows with Andrew, Simon Peter, Philip,
Nathanael, Nicodemus and, while he is not named, John himself. (Sabbath
Afternoon’s Lesson)

John the Baptist is held in high esteem in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.
But in the Gospel of John, statement after statement is recorded that seems to be
attempting to lower the Baptist in the eyes of the readers. Read John 1:8, 15, 20-22,
24-28, and 3:30. Most of these statements are unique to the Gospel of John. What
kind of situation might the author be seeking to address by including these
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statements? Try searching the internet with prompts such as “the role of the Baptist
in the Gospel of John” and see what turns up. (Sunday’s Lesson)

3. Why should we attempt to study and understand the original setting of the writers
of the Bible? Isn’t the meaning for today far more important than what the original
readers might have understood? (Sunday’s Lesson)

4. Read John 1:19-23. How did John the Baptist explain his ministry and mission? How
does the context of John’s quotation of Isaiah 40:1-5 add further dimensions to
John’s mission statement? On what basis did the early Seventh-day Adventists see
the mission of John the Baptist in themselves? Compare Malachi 4:5-6 with
Revelation 14:6-7. (Sunday’s Lesson)

5. The Hebrew nation was looking for a Messiah who would deliver them from Rome.
The goal of the Gospel of John was to change their understanding of the Messiah so
that they could recognize in Jesus the fulfillment of the prophecies concerning the
Messiah. How could readers of the Hebrew Bible come up with such contrasting
visions of the Messiah? How does Luke 24:25-27 help to resolve the contrast?
(Monday’s Lesson)

6. Read John 1:29-37. What proclamation does John the Baptist make concerning Jesus
and His mission? What do you think the Baptist meant by “Lamb” in this passage?
Scholars have proposed four main options: The Passover lamb, the sanctuary lamb,
the conquering ram (from Jewish apocalyptic) and the lamb of Isaiah 53:7. Which of
these makes the most sense to you in this context? Read Mark 10:42-45. If you were
president of a country, how could you handle this guidance? How does verse 45 in
that context help us understand Jesus’ role as the “Lamb of God”? (Monday’s
Lesson)

7. Read John 1:35-42. What did these two disciples do after hearing John’s witness
about Jesus? Why do you think they were so eager to share about their encounter
with Jesus? When they declared that “We have found the Messiah” what was it that
led them to that conclusion? What aspect of Christian faith can make us just as
eager to share as they were? (Tuesday’s Lesson)

8. Read John 1:43-46. What method did Philip use to approach Nathanael? How did
Nathanael respond? How did Philip follow up? What did Jesus do that turned
Nathanel around? What can we learn from Nathanael’s “dual personality”?
(Wednesday’s Lesson)

9. Read John 2:23-25. The context for this passage is Jesus’ cleansing of the temple.
Read John 3:1-2. What does this passage have to do with John 2:23-25? Read John
3:3-6. What is Jesus trying to communicate in describing the need to be “born again”
or “born from above”? What does it mean to be “born again” and why did Jesus put
so much emphasis on it? (Thursday’s Lesson)

10. After this experience, according to Ellen G. White, Nicodemus “searched the
Scriptures in a new way, not for the discussion of a theory, but in order to receive
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IlI

life for the soul.” Desire of Ages, page 175. What implications might this statement
have for our own investigation of the Scriptures today? (Friday’s Lesson)

11. How successful do you think the ministry of John the Baptist was? How do you
define “success” when it comes to spiritual things? (Friday’s Lesson)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

The people thought, “If we offer these sacrifices, it will somehow appease the anger of God,
and He'll be pleased.” And that’s been even carried down to the sacrifice of Christ, that if we
point God to the fact that Jesus died in our stead, maybe His anger will be appeased. That’s the
heathen view. God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself. These sacrifices were not
to appease God. They were to say something to us that might lead us to be contrite, to be
humble, to realize how serious sin is, and to say, “God, | really need not just to be forgiven, |
need to be completely changed. A new heart and a right spirit, and all those things.” If the
sacrifice of Jesus doesn’t lead us to that understanding, it does no good. And David was
beginning to understand that. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of
God in All 66 — 2 Samuel, recorded November 1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983:

http://pkp.cc/15MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/16MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Now, is there a danger that we might leave too many of these very precious phrases and
provisions just as phrases and say, “My Bible says without the shedding of blood there’s no
remission of sin and | don’t know why. | know God knows why. | just want to know if He’s
satisfied because | want to be saved.” Or is it right reverently to ask what does that really
mean? Or is it possible that if we settle for the symbols without inquiring for the meaning, we
would do exactly what many of the Jews did with the sacrificial system of the Old Testament?
Did not that system become a great curse to them because they never asked for the meaning?
And they never came to know God. They never thought that when they sacrificed a lamb it
represented what we know it did.

Now what if we settle just for the highly symbolic language about the death of Christ and
paying the price of sin and without the shedding of blood there’s no remission of sin and
covered with the righteousness of Christ. Those are interesting phrases, but the meaning is not
that clear. Should we settle for the phrases, be grateful that God is satisfied, | want to know
what | must do to be saved, believe in all this he says, “These are complications beyond your
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understanding, but we had some real problems up here. In order for you to be saved | want to
tell you we’ve taken care of it.” And | say, “Thank you, God, | believe it and | want to be saved.”

Or do we miss, then, what God paid such a price to reveal? | think He wants us to ask. Hence
Ellen White’s wonderful, simple words in Christ’s Object Lessons: “Merely to hear or to read the
word is not enough. He who desires to be profited by the Scriptures must [learn the meaning of
the words of truth].” Now what’s the meaning? And can we be reverent when we ask the
meaning? You used the phrase awhile ago. Is there a way in which we could press for the
meaning without seeming to be just academic about it? | mean this is life and death to us to
find the meaning. What do these things mean? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series
Hebrews, #4, recorded October 18, 1978, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of
the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/7MMHEBREWS66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/8MMHEBREWS66 (Part 2)

But an illustration of God’s preferred way of persuading us—not with denials, not with claims,
but with evidence—is provided by the story of John the Baptist. You remember how John really
risked his life to present his cousin Jesus to the people. And how gracious he had been: “He
must increase, but | must decrease.” Now John was in prison. He heard that Jesus was
preaching that you really ought to visit people in prison; but He never came to see His cousin.
And eventually John sent emissaries to Christ. “Are you really the one or not? Should we be
looking for another?” That is a sad inquiry. Did Jesus say, “l am indeed the One and | expect you
to believe it!” It could have been the devil masquerading as Christ. Instead, He invited the two
to spend the day with Him. When the day was over the two men went back to prison to see
John.

“Did He answer my question?”

“No!”

“But what did you see? What did you hear?”
And in the text it’s recorded:

Jesus gave them this reply. “Go and tell John what you hear and what you see—that
blind men are recovering their sight, cripples are walking, lepers being healed, the deaf
hearing, the dead being raised to life and the good news is being given to those in need.
And happy is the man who never loses his faith in me.” (Phillips)

And when the men arrived back at the prison and told this to John; John who knew Isaiah 35
and Isaiah 61 that I’'ve noted there, said, “He is the One.”
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You see, not a claim but evidence. This is God’s way and the only dependable way. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #6, “Evaluating the
Evidence” recorded February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/6MMCAG

Lou: It’s a popular phrase, isn’t it? “I’'m a born-again Christian.” What does that mean?

Graham: Nicodemus even asked what it meant. And Jesus said, “That should be pretty clear, if
you’ve read the fifty-first Psalm and other places.” To be changed from a rebel to someone who
can be trusted, to be changed from a stubborn person (who is unwilling to listen), to someone
who loves, trusts, and admires God and doesn’t want to miss a single word—that is like being
born all over again. And that’s why Jesus used such a dramatic picture.

Now, that’s also the meaning of being converted. You know, you turn around and go the other
way like a convertible changes its top on a car. So, to be converted means to turn around and
go the other way. Now I’'m stubborn and rebellious—now I’'m humbly willing to listen, to love,
trust, and admire. And one picture of this change is being born again. | think that Jesus was
chiding Nicodemus for being a little slow to pick up something that he should have known.
{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #3 with Lou
Venden, “All God Asks Is Trust” recorded January 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/3MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

Christ does not bid His followers strive to shine. He says, Let your light shine. If you have
received the grace of God, the light is in you. Remove the obstructions, and the Lord’s glory will
be revealed. The light will shine forth to penetrate and dispel the darkness. You cannot help
shining within the range of your influence. {COL 420.1}

When the grace of God reigns within, the soul will be surrounded with an atmosphere of faith
and courage and Christlike love, an atmosphere invigorating to the spiritual life of all who
inhale it. . . . Those who are humble in heart the Lord will use to reach souls whom the ordained
ministers cannot approach. They will be moved to speak words which reveal the saving grace of
Christ. {AG 238.5}

And in blessing others they will themselves be blessed. God gives us the opportunity to impart
grace, that He may refill us with increased grace. Hope and faith will strengthen as the agent for
God works with the talents and facilities that God has provided. He will have a divine agency to
work with him. {AG 238.6}

4™ Qu 2024 Lesson 4 Prepared February 2024 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 5


http://pkp.cc/6MMCAG
http://pkp.cc/3MMCAG

In His plan of government there is no employment of brute force to compel the conscience. The
Jews looked for the kingdom of God to be established in the same way as the kingdoms of the
world. To promote righteousness they resorted to external measures. They devised methods
and plans. But Christ implants a principle. By implanting truth and righteousness, He
counterworks error and sin. {COL 77.1}

Satan had clothed the Father in his own attributes, but Christ represented Him in His true
character of benevolence and love. In the character in which Christ presented Him to the world
it was as if He gave a new gift toman. ... {LHU 36.4}

In Christ’s kingdom there is no lordly oppression, no compulsion of manner. The angels of
heaven do not come to the earth to rule, and to exact homage, but as messengers of mercy, to
co-operate with men in uplifting humanity. {DA 550.6}

Our influence upon others depends not so much upon what we say as upon what we are. Men
may combat and defy our logic, they may resist our appeals; but a life of disinterested love is an
argument they cannot gainsay. A consistent life, characterized by the meekness of Christ, is a
power in the world. {DA 141.5}

Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour mingled with
men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their
needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them, “Follow Me.” —Ministry of Healing, p.
143. {WM 60.1}

Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. {GW 257.1}

Like the wind, which is invisible, yet the effects of which are plainly seen and felt, is the Spirit of
God in its work upon the human heart. That regenerating power, which no human eye can see,
begets a new life in the soul; it creates a new being in the image of God. {SC 57.2}

The new birth consists in having new motives, new tastes, new tendencies. Those who are
begotten unto a new life by the Holy Spirit have become partakers of the divine nature, and in
all their habits and practices, they will give evidence of their relationship to Christ. . ..

{LHU 123.4}

God desired to bring all peoples under His merciful rule. He desired that the earth should be
filled with joy and peace. He created man for happiness, and He longs to fill human hearts with
the peace of heaven. He desires that the families below shall be a symbol of the great family
above. {COL 290.2}

We are not to think of God only as a judge and to forget Him as our loving Father. Nothing can
do our souls greater harm than this, for our whole spiritual life will be molded by our
conceptions of God’s character. ... {TMK 262.2}
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The fall of man, with all its consequences, was not hidden from the Omnipotent. Redemption
was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam, but an eternal purpose,
suffered to be wrought out for the blessing not only of this atom of a world, but for the good of
all the worlds that God had created. ... {TMK 18.2}

The gift of Christ reveals the Father’s heart. {FLB 59.6}

The power of the Holy Spirit transforms the entire man. This change constitutes the new birth.
{4Red 11.3}

When Christ abides in the heart, the whole nature is transformed. Christ’s Spirit, His love,
softens the heart, subdues the soul, and raises the thoughts and desires toward God and
heaven. {SC 73.1}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 5 “The Testimony of the Samaritans”

Read for this week’s study
John 4:1-42; John 3:26—30; Jeremiah 2:13; Zechariah 14:8; Ezekiel 36:25-27.

Memory Text

“Then they said to the woman, ‘Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we

ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world’”

(John 4:42, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l. Introduction

Il. The Setting of the Encounter

M. The Woman at the Well

V. “‘Sir, Give Me This Water’ ”

V. The Revelation of Jesus

VI. The Testimony of the Samaritans
VII. Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration
Facilitator: Jon Paulien

1. The Samaritans were a people of mixed race and religion who lived in the mountains
between Jerusalem and Galilee. Their ethnic and religious heritages were drawn
from both the northern Israelites who never went to Babylon or Assyria and the
captive peoples the Assyrians brought in to replace those who went into exile. The
result was a unique form of Judaism that was grounded in the five books of Moses,
but also included non-Jewish elements from both local and foreign sources. You may

wish to do an internet search on Samaritan theology (they still exist), perhaps

beginning with the “Samaritanism” article in Wikipedia. Be prepared to share what

you learned about the Samaritans. In Jesus’ day, Jews avoided Samaria and
Samaritans as much as possible. (Sabbath Afternoon’s Lesson)

2. Read John 4:1-4. Why did Jesus decide to leave the area by the Jordan River and
return to Galilee? Why do you think Jesus HAD to get to Galilee by passing through

4™ Qu 2024 Lesson 5 Prepared February 2024 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org

Page 1



Samaria? Read John 4:5-9. How did Jesus open His dialogue with the woman at the
well? (Sunday’s Lesson)

3. Read John 4:10-15. How does Jesus use this encounter to break down the woman’s
defenses against anything a Jew might tell her about religion? What is the Old
Testament background to Jesus’ choice of language: “living waters”, water of life
(Jeremiah 2:13; Zechariah 14:8)? (Monday’s Lesson)

4. Read Ezekiel 36:25-27. In what ways is Ezekiel’s use of water different than John’s
and what do you make of this difference? In terms of human reality, what are these
water metaphors actually pointing to? Why does Jesus not explain that at this point,
but instead seems to totally deflect the situation in another direction (John 4:16)?
What is He hoping to accomplish with this? (Tuesday’s Lesson)

5. Read John 4:16-24. What did Jesus do to show this woman that He knew her
deepest secrets, and how did she respond to this? What do you think Jesus meant
by “worshiping in Spirit and in truth”? Given that statement, why did God give
instruction for a sanctuary in Old Testament times? Read John 4:25-26. What did
Jesus reveal about His true identity? Why does He tell this messed-up woman a
secret He didn’t even reveal to His disciples until much later? (Wednesday’s Lesson)

6. Read John 4:27-29. What was it that convinced the woman that Jesus must be
exactly who He claimed to be? What did the Samaritan woman do next? Read John
4:30-42. What lessons can be learned about the spread of the gospel? (Thursday’s
Lesson)

7. Why do you think Jesus was more readily received by the Samaritans than by His
own people? (Friday’s Lesson)

8. What does this story tell us about a God who knows our deepest, darkest secrets?
What does it tell us about how to relate to people whose faith or lack of it is very
different from ours? (Friday’s Lesson)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Think how Jesus treated the women. And He stunned the observers by treating them so. Even a
Samaritan woman? You remember, the disciples were surprised; one, that He was talking to a
Samaritan, but two, that He was talking to a woman. You don’t do that. But He did. He spoke to
her very kindly, even though He knew what she had been doing. His treatment of the woman
taken in adultery. Think how He sought to recover her dignity and self-respect. The way He
treated Mary, who was known as a wicked woman in the town, so that she too might recover
dignity and self-respect. How graciously He treated women. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from
the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 — Proverbs, recorded January 1982, Riverside,
California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1984:

http://pkp.cc/29MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/30MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)
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Further Study with Ellen White

The gospel invitation is not to be narrowed down, and presented only to a select few, who, we
suppose, will do us honor if they accept it. The message is to be given to all. Wherever hearts
are open to receive the truth, Christ is ready to instruct them. He reveals to them the Father,
and the worship acceptable to Him who reads the heart. For such He uses no parables. To
them, as to the woman at the well, He says, “l that speak unto thee am He.” {DA 194.2}

Christ came to our world with a consciousness of more than human greatness, to accomplish a
work that was to be infinite in its results. Where do you find Him when doing this work? In the
house of Peter the fisherman. Resting by Jacob’s well, telling the Samaritan woman of the living
water. He generally taught in the open air, but sometimes in the Temple, for He attended the
gatherings of the Jewish people. But oftenest He taught when sitting on a mountainside, orin a
fisherman’s boat. He entered into the lives of these humble fishermen. His sympathy was
enlisted in behalf of the needy, the suffering, the despised; and many were attracted to Him. . .
. And to those who are longing for rest and peace today just as truly as those who listened to
His words in Judea, He is saying, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest” (Signs of the Times, June 24, 1897). {LHU 167.6}

He [Christ] passed by no human being as worthless, but sought to apply the healing remedy to
every soul. In whatever company He found Himself He presented a lesson appropriate to the
time and the circumstances. Every neglect or insult shown by men to their fellowmen only
made Him more conscious of their need of His divine-human sympathy. He sought to inspire
with hope the roughest and most unpromising, setting before them the assurance that they
might become blameless and harmless, attaining such a character as would make them
manifest as the children of God. ... {LHU 183.2}

Heavenly intelligences are waiting to co-operate with human instrumentalities, that they may
reveal to the world what human beings may become, and what, through union with the Divine,
may be accomplished for the saving of souls that are ready to perish. There is no limit to the
usefulness of one who, putting self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon
his heart and lives a life wholly consecrated to God. All who consecrate body, soul, and spirit to
His service will be constantly receiving a new endowment of physical, mental, and spiritual
power. The inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at their command. Christ gives them the
breath of His own Spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies to
work in mind and heart. {MH 159.4}

To reach the people, wherever they are, and whatever their position or condition, and to help
them in every way possible—this is true ministry. {MH 156.2}

God is the source of life and light and joy to the universe. Like rays of light from the sun, like the
streams of water bursting from a living spring, blessings flow out from Him to all His creatures.
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And wherever the life of God is in the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and
blessing. {SC 77.1}

Jesus knew the wants of the soul. Pomp, riches, and honor cannot satisfy the heart. “If any man
thirst, let him come unto Me.” The rich, the poor, the high, the low, are alike welcome. He
promises to relieve the burdened mind, to comfort the sorrowing, and to give hope to the
despondent. {DA 454.2}

To the heart that has become purified, all is changed. Transformation of character is the
testimony to the world of an indwelling Christ. The Spirit of God produces a new life in the soul,
bringing the thoughts and desires into obedience to the will of Christ; and the inward man is
renewed in the image of God. Weak and erring men and women show to the world that the
redeeming power of grace can cause the faulty character to develop into symmetry and
abundant fruitfulness. {PK 233.2}

When Jesus speaks of the new heart, He means the mind, the life, the whole being. To have a
change of heart is to withdraw the affections from the world, and fasten them upon Christ. To
have a new heart is to have a new mind, new purposes, new motives. What is the sign of a new
heart?—A changed life. {OHC 159.5}

God calls upon His creatures to turn their attention from the confusion and perplexity around
them, and admire His handiwork. The heavenly bodies are worthy of contemplation. God has
made them for the benefit of man, and as we study His works, angels of God will be by our side
to enlighten our minds, and guard them from satanic deception. {4BC 1145.10}

Christ came to this earth with a message of mercy and forgiveness. He laid the foundation for a
religion by which Jew and Gentile, black and white, free and bond, are linked together in one
common brotherhood, recognized as equal in the sight of God. The Saviour has a boundless
love for every human being. In each one He sees capacity for improvement. With divine energy
and hope He greets those for whom He has given His life. In His strength they can live a life rich
in good works, filled with the power of the Spirit. {7T 225.4}

All men are of one family by creation, and all are one through redemption. Christ came to
demolish every wall of partition, ... that every soul may have free access to God. His love is so
broad, so deep, so full, that it penetrates everywhere. {TMK 99.5}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 6 “More Testimonies About Jesus”

Read for this week’s study
John 3:25-36; John 1:32—-36; Daniel 7:18; John 6:51-71; John 5:36—38; John 7:37-53.

Memory Text

“‘And |, if |

am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself’ ” (John 12:32, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
II.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

Humility of Soul: John the Baptist Testifies Again
A New Understanding of the Messiah
Acceptance and Rejection

The Witness of the Father

The Witness of the Crowd

Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Jon Paulien

This week’s lesson looks at some of those who witnessed and testified about Jesus.
In each of these incidents, some aspects of who Jesus really is are revealed. (Sabbath
Afternoon’s Lesson)

One would expect in John that the Baptist, having fulfilled his mission to point to
someone greater, would disappear from the narrative, but he reappears a couple of
chapters later. Read John 3:25-36. How does the Baptist compare himself to Jesus?
(Sunday’s Lesson)

Read John 1:32-36. What does the Baptist say here that is contrary to the people’s
expectations? How is it possible that the Baptist “did not know” Jesus if they were
cousins? How could they be cousins when they belonged to different tribes (Jesus
was from Judah, the tribe of David, Zechariah was a priest, from the tribe of Levi)? If
Jesus is fully equal with God, in what sense can He be called the “Son of God”?
(Monday’s Lesson)
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4. Lesson 2 described the feeding of the 5000 in John, chapter 6, but didn’t cover the
final section of that story, John 6:51-71. Jesus’ interpretation of the feeding miracle
caused a mass exodus from His following. What was the issue that people had
trouble accepting? What does Jesus mean when He says that the bread from heaven
is His flesh (John 6:51)? If Jesus came to reveal what God is like, why does He so
often speak in cryptic riddles in the Gospel of John? (Tuesday’s Lesson)

5. Read John 5:37-38. Jesus says that the Father bears witness to Jesus. But if Jesus’
hearers have never seen, heard or touched God the Father, how is it that the Father
testifies about Jesus? Read John 5:36. How does this verse answer the previous
guestion? On the rare occasions that the Father does speak to people directly, what
does He say about Jesus (Matt 3:17; 17:5; Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22; 2 Pet 1:17-18; John
12:28)? (Wednesday’s Lesson)

6. Read John 7:37-53. What was Jesus claiming in this statement? What was the
response of many in the temple crowd? Many in Jesus’ day debated whether He
came from Bethlehem or Nazareth. According to John, where did Jesus come from?
What attitude did the religious leaders have toward the common believers in their
religion? (Thursday’s Lesson)

7. In Desire of Ages, 393, Ellen White says, “To leave Jesus was to fall among sticklers
for rites and ceremonies, and ambitious men who sought their own glory.” What do
you understand her to be saying? (Friday’s Lesson)

8. Why, in the face of the evidence available, did some accept Jesus as the Messiah and
others reject Him? (Friday’s Lesson)

9. Why is it important for faith to repeatedly recount the things God has done in our
own lives? (Friday’s Lesson)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Obviously Jesus did not die to win His Father. And how clear Paul is on this. Look quickly at the
remaining verses. Second Corinthians 5:19: “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself.”
(RSV) Nowhere ever does the Bible suggest that God had to be reconciled to us. Never once!
But God paid the price to reconcile us to Himself! Nor did Jesus die to pay some mere legal
penalty. He died to reveal the truth about God and the falsity of Satan’s charges. And even the
angels had to learn this. Look at Colossians 1:20: “. . . and through him to reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, [emphasis supplied] making peace [not war, but,
making peace] by the blood of his cross.” (RSV)

As Jesus said in the next verse, John 12:32: “When | am lifted up from the earth | will draw
everyone to me” (GNT). Not all men, everyone in the whole family of the universe. You see,
viewed in the larger setting of the Great Controversy the way in which Jesus suffered and died
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is the greatest revelation of the truth about God and His government that the universe will ever
see or ever need. Correctly understood, the message of the cross is final defeat for the
adversary. No wonder Satan has worked so hard to obscure and misrepresent and even pervert
the meaning of the cross.

But to some of us, the cross is great good news. Yes, it is true that sinners will die, but we have
no need to be afraid of God; and He died to prove it. And this message has great power to win
to repentance and to trust. Paul was so proud of this good news. Look at his understanding of it
in the last verses. 1 Corinthians 1:17, 18:

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel [what is the gospel, the
good news, about?], and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ [that’s the
gospel] be emptied of its power [his good news has great power]. For the word of the
cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. (RSV)

Now compare with that Romans 1:16, that very famous righteousness by faith verse:

For | am not ashamed of the gospel [this good news]: it is the power of God for salvation
to everyone who has faith [wherein lies the power?]. . .. Forin it [something is
revealed] the righteousness of God is revealed. (RSV)

The good news is that God is not the unrighteous kind of person His enemies have made Him
out to be. And it’s so wonderful to see all through the Bible that even before the cross God had
good friends who trusted Him always to do the right thing, the merciful thing, and they were
proud to know him and proud to speak about Him to others. Look at Jeremiah 9:24:

Let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that | am the
Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these | delight,
declares the Lord. (NIV)

{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8, “The Most
Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart. A
change is wrought which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a supernatural work,
bringing a supernatural element into human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes
His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, and He intends that no authority shall be
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known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly agencies is impregnable
to the assaults of Satan. {SD 23.2}

Christ is ready to impart all heavenly influences. He knows every temptation that comes to
man, and the capabilities of every human agent. He weighs his strength. He sees the present
and the future, and presents before the mind the obligations that should be met, and urges
that common, earthly things shall not be permitted to be so absorbing that eternal things shall
be lost out of reckoning. {SD 23.3}

“The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister.” Matthew 20:28. Christ’s
work below is His work above, and our reward for working with Him in this world will be the
greater power and wider privilege of working with Him in the world to come. {Ed 308.1}

Jesus has given us an example in His life of purity and perfect holiness. The most exalted being
in heaven, He was the most ready to serve. The most honored, He humbled Himself to minister
to those who a short time before had been disputing as to who should be the greatest in His
kingdom. {TDG 192.6}

We receive Christ through His word, and the Holy Spirit is given to open the word of God to our
understanding, and bring home its truths to our hearts. We are to pray day by day that as we
read His word, God will send His Spirit to reveal to us the truth that will strengthen our souls for
the day’s need. {MB 112.3}

God takes men as they are, and educates them for His service, if they will yield themselves to
Him. The Spirit of God, received into the soul, will quicken all its faculties. Under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, the mind that is devoted unreservedly to God develops harmoniously, and is
strengthened to comprehend and fulfill the requirements of God. {DA 251.1}

4™ Qu 2024 Lesson 6 Prepared February 2024 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 4



Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 7 “Blessed Are Those Who Believe”

Read for this week’s study

John 8:54-58; Genesis 12:3; Romans 4:1-5; John 12:1-8; John 19:4-22; John 20:19-31; Daniel
2; Daniel 7.

Memory Text

“Jesus said to him, ‘Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have believed’ ” (John 20:29, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l. Introduction

Il. Harking Back to Abraham

Il. The Witness of Mary

V. The Unwitting Witness of Pilate
V. The Witness of Thomas

VI. Our Witness of Jesus

VII. Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration
Facilitator: Jon Paulien

1. Throughout his Gospel, John has a diversity of people—people with different
backgrounds, beliefs, and experiences—all testifying to who Jesus was. Among the
things they said were: “ ‘Behold the Lamb of God!” ” (John 1:36, NKJV). “ ‘We have
found the Messiah’ ” (John 1:41, NKJV). “ “We have found Him of whom Moses . . .
wrote’ ” (John 1:45, NKJV). “ ‘Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!” ” (John 1:49, NKJV). “ ‘Could this be the Christ?’ ” (John 4:29, NKJV). “ ‘We
ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of
the world’ ” (John 4:42, NKJV). “ ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life’ ” (John 6:68, NKJV). “ ‘I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God,
who is to come into the world’ ” (John 11:27, NKJV). “ ‘Though | was blind, now |
see’ ” (John 9:25, NKJV). “ ‘Behold your King!” ” (John 19:14, NKJV). “ ‘I find no fault
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in Him’ ” (John 19:6, NKJV). “ ‘My Lord and my God!" ” (John 20:28, NJKV). Which of
these testimonies speaks most powerfully to you? What do these collectively tell us
about God? This lesson focuses particularly on the testimonies of Abraham, Mary,
Pilate, and Thomas. It also briefly addressed our own witness to Jesus. (Sabbath
Afternoon’s Lesson)

2. Read John 8:56-58. Why was Abraham’s witness so important that it was included in
the Gospel of John? See Galatians 3:8. How was the gospel preached to Abraham?
See Genesis 12:3. What did Jesus mean by the statement, “Abraham saw My day”?
See Matthew 1:1. (Sunday’s Lesson)

3. Read Romans 4:1-5. Why does Abraham appear at this point in Romans? What is
Paul revealing about salvation? See Romans 3:23-25, 28. (Sunday’s Lesson)

4, Read John 12:1-3. What was the significance of Mary’s actions here? How does she
witness to who Jesus really was? (Monday’s Lesson)

5. The author of the Gospel no doubt saw Pilate’s witness as particularly important
testimony. After all, he was a Roman, a governor, and a judge, whereas the bulk of
the witness in the Gospel was from Jews and commoners. Read John 18:38 and 19:4,
6, 19. How does Pilate’s verdict connect to the theme of John’s Gospel? Convinced
Jesus was innocent, why did Pilate condemn Him anyway? (Tuesday’s Lesson)

6. Read John 20:19-31. Thomas was not there when Jesus appeared to the disciples
after His resurrection (John 20:19-23). According to John 20:24-25, what mistake did
Thomas make? According to John 20:26-28, what is it that changed his mind? Was
this a good thing or a bad thing? What conclusion did Thomas come to after his
encounter with Jesus? Read John 20:29-31. How does the Thomas story relate to the
purpose of the Gospel? (Wednesday’s Lesson)

7. The lesson authors suggest that we have even more reasons to believe in Jesus than
His disciples had. What are some of the things we have today that they didn’t have?
(Thursday’s Lesson)

8. If someone were to ask you what difference Jesus has made in your life, how would
you answer? (Friday’s Lesson)

9. Pilate raised the question “What is truth?” How would you answer that question?
(Friday’s Lesson)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

When God picks a person in the Bible who exemplifies the highest fulfillment of His ambitions
for us sinners, when He finally really wins somebody, and He inspires later writers to say, “If you
want to know what God wants, look at him, all the way through the Bible.” It's Abraham. Over
and over it’'s Abraham who was what God wanted. And it says of Abraham that he was God’s
friend. And what was it that made him such a friend? It always says Abraham trusted God.
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Now, a version may say “believed God.” Same word, there’s only one word for belief, trust,
faith, all the same word. That’s why we need the different versions. Abraham trusted God, he
really did. And God considered him His friend.

Now evidence that he really trusted God, James says is that he loved cooperating with God and
doing what God said. And when God said take your son, sacrifice him; the trust was not, “Well,
if you say so God, fine, I'll do it.” No, he trusted God enough to say, “God, as | know you, that
will make sense someday. It surely doesn’t now. But | hear you speaking. We’ve talked so often,
| know you wouldn’t ask me to do something wrong, or something that will confuse others for
eternity, so I’'m on my way. But may | reverently ask you why?” And for three days and three
nights he asked Him why. And he came to a conclusion. God would either resurrect his son or
provide a substitute and Hebrews says he was right. He showed he was a friend. And James
says see how Abraham, the friend of God, showed his trust. He didn’t just say, “Sure, | believe in
God.”

James says the devils do that and it scares them. They’re no friends of God. Abraham’s trust
was the trust of a friend, and a friend shows his friendship in certain, very special ways, like
being jealous for your friend’s reputation. And when God said, “I’'m going to destroy Sodom and
Gomorrah” Abraham said, “God how could you? As | know you, you wouldn’t. | mean, if there
were fifty saints there you wouldn’t. Forty? Thirty? Forgive me if | seem irreverent, but God,
shouldn’t the judge of all the earth do what is right?”

They must have been good friends to talk like that. It doesn’t say, “And God rebuked him for
talking like that and didn’t speak to him for a month.” No, God says, “Who else knows me that
well? | love your jealousy for my reputation. You're right, | wouldn’t destroy them if there were
five saints, but | can’t find that many.” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The
Three Angels’ Messages, #1, recorded October 1981, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the

entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/1IMM3ANGELSM

Isn’t it in Matthew that we have one of the tellings of the story of Mary anointing His feet at the
supper? Now we want to know what God is like, after reading the thirty-nine books. And Simon,
who was a leper that Jesus had healed, threw a dinner. And Lazarus was invited, and his sisters,
Mary and Martha. Now we really need Luke to get some of the details here. Luke says that this
Mary was known as a sinful woman, a wicked woman, in the town. During the supper, Mary
takes this costly box of ointment and begins to anoint Christ’s feet. You wonder how she could
be under the table doing this, and once again we need to be reminded of circumstances those
days. If you look at that famous picture of the upper room, by Leonardo da Vinci, they are all
sitting on mid-Victorian chairs around the table, and you wonder how Mary could be under
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there, finding the right feet, which of course doesn’t make any sense. | almost never liked the
picture of John, always with his head on Jesus’ bosom. As a boy | thought he must have been a
bit of a sissy. And then | read that he was a “Son of Thunder” and wondered what had
happened to him. He was no sissy, not John. The thing is that when you reclined at the table,
your feet would be sticking out all around, beautifully available for a servant to come and wash
the feet. Well, the person to your right, who coveted the privilege of being next to you, that’s
where his head would be, where your chest is, you see. That’s all. So the Son of Thunder was
there with his head next to Jesus. And John was no sissy. But the feet were out there for Mary
to find, and she must have overlooked the fact that the ointment would smell as strong as it
did. And the house was filled with the fragrance, and she was exposed. And Simon said, “If
Jesus were a prophet, He would know what kind of woman this is, and He would not let her
touch Him.” That is, even if Simon had been healed by Jesus, his picture of God was of such a
person that God would not let a sinner touch His feet.

And Jesus, knowing what he was thinking, said, “Simon, | have something to say to you.” And
Simon said, “Well, tell me.” As Jesus told the story of the two debtors, Simon realized that Jesus
had read his thoughts. And Simon must have been momentarily terrified, because he didn’t
have a good picture of God, did he? He had a God who wouldn’t let a sinful woman touch Him.
Now realize the predicament Simon was in. In Desire of Ages it says that Simon is the one who
led this woman into sin. But more than that, in Signs of the Times, Ellen White says that this
woman, who was known as a wicked woman in the town, was Simon’s niece. It was her uncle
who had led her into this kind of sin. More than that, Ellen White says in Signs of the Times,
another article, that this woman was Mary, the woman taken in adultery, the same woman.
And knowing that she had this reputation and this tendency, the rascals who wanted to trap
her; in John 8 it’s going to tell this, knew that she’d be a good candidate, so they chose her. And
they caught her in the act and brought her to Jesus. You remember that story in John 7:53-8:11.

But now look at the scene. Here is Simon, the prosperous businessman, presiding over the
feast, and he realizes that Jesus knows the whole thing—that he who led his niece here into sin
has been thinking in his heart, “If Jesus knew what kind of a girl this is, and do | know what kind
of a girl she is, He would not let her touch Him.” Now the Jews would not think well of this kind
of thing, that an uncle would lead his niece into sin. And so he must have held his breath, that
any minute now, when Jesus finishes that story of the two debtors, He’s going to say, “Now, let
me give you the moral of these stories. | have something to say about our host. You see this
man who has been presiding so piously over this feast. You know this woman here. You all
know her, don’t you? She is known as a wicked woman in the town. Now, | love what she has
done, and | know why she did it. It’s a very beautiful thing.” Ellen White says that if Christ had
not accepted this, He would have crushed her spirit, because she didn’t have much self-respect.
She knew what her reputation was, and because Jesus courteously accepted her impulsive act,
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it meant a great deal to Mary. You know He’d do that kind of thing. And He could have said,
“You know who is responsible for this woman having this reputation? This pious fraud at the
head of the table!” This would have ruined Simon for the rest of his life, wouldn’t it? Absolutely
ruined. Now why didn’t Jesus expose him? He surely deserved to be exposed. | thought you
were supposed to call sin by its right name, and all those other good things.

Simon got the message, didn’t he? Did anybody else need to get it? Does Jesus, does God have
any pleasure in embarrassing His children? Does it do any good to do so? He’d no more
embarrass Simon than He embarrassed those rascals that brought the woman taken in
adultery, the same Mary. Remember He wrote their sins in the dust, and a few footsteps and a
few puffs of wind, and the record was gone. He did not expose them. They came and looked,
and they left. What a revelation this is of God! He does not enjoy humiliating His children. And
Desire of Ages says that Simon became one of Christ’s most devoted followers and what won
him was the incredible revelation that the God he thought wouldn’t let this woman touch His
feet, that instead, God was the kind of Person who wouldn’t even expose a sinner who
deserved to be exposed. And it really won him, that God did not expose Simon before his
friends. Now, that’s marvelous good news. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series,
The Picture of God in all 66 — Intertestament Period & Matthew, recorded March 1982,
Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following
direct links:

http://pkp.cc/51MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/52MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

When the Lord chose Abraham, it was not simply to be the special friend of God, but to be a
medium of the peculiar privileges the Lord desired to bestow upon the nations. {PK 231.4}

God did not design that His people should build up a wall of partition between themselves and
their fellow men. The heart of Infinite Love was reaching out toward all the inhabitants of the
earth. Though they had rejected Him, He was constantly seeking to reveal Himself to them and
make them partakers of His love and grace. His blessing was granted to the chosen people, that
they might bless others. {PP 368.1}

Faith is not a happy flight of feeling; it is simply taking God at His word—believing that He will
fulfill His promises because He said He would.—Lt 49, 1888. (HC 119.) {2MCP 539.5}

Where there is not only a belief in God’s Word, but a submission of the will to Him; where the
heart is yielded to Him, the affections fixed upon Him, there is faith—faith that works by love,
and purifies the soul. Through this faith the heart is renewed in the image of God. {AG 137.5}
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Jesus does not call on us to follow Him, and then forsake us. If we surrender our lives to His
service, we can never be placed in a position for which God has not made provision. Whatever
may be our situation, we have a Guide to direct our way; whatever our perplexities, we have a
sure Counselor; whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or loneliness, we have a sympathizing
Friend. If in our ignorance we make missteps, Christ does not leave us. His voice, clear and
distinct, is heard, saying, “l am the way, the truth, and the life.” [John 14:6.] “He shall deliver
the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper.” [Psalm 72:12.]

{GW 263.1}

When the Christian takes his baptismal vow, divine help is pledged to him. The Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit stand ready to work in his behalf. God places at his command the resources
of heaven, that he may be an overcomer. His own power is small; but God is omnipotent, and
God is his helper. Daily he is to make known his wants at the throne of grace. By faith and trust,
by availing himself of the resources provided, he can be more than a conqueror. {OHC 157.5}

The Lord God is profuse in His gifts to our world. The question may be asked, Why does the
Lord show such waste, such extravagance in the multitude of His gifts that cannot be
enumerated? The Lord would be so bountiful toward His human family that it cannot be said of
Him that He could do more. When He gave Jesus to our world, He gave all heaven. His love is
without a parallel. It did not stop short of anything. ... {5BC 1101.3}

Christ undertook to redeem man and to rescue the world from the grasp of Satan. The great
controversy begun in heaven was to be decided in the very world, on the very same field, that
Satan claimed as his. {PP 69.2}

All the angels of heaven are united in the work of bringing to man the infinite treasures of the
better world. {FLB 79.5}

God and Christ and the heavenly angels are fighting with you. . . . In the strength of the
Redeemer, you can be more than conquerors. {FLB 79.6}

When the mind of man is brought into communion with the mind of God, the finite with the
Infinite, the effect on body and mind and soul is beyond estimate. In such communion is found
the highest education. It is God’s own method of development. “Acquaint now thyself with
Him” (Job 22:21), is His message to mankind. {AA 126.1}

Through belief in Satan’s misrepresentation of God, man’s character and destiny were changed,
but if men will believe in the Word of God, they will be transformed in mind and character, and
fitted for eternal life. To believe that “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16),
will change the heart, and reproduce in man the image of God. {1SM 346.1}
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Received into the heart, the leaven of truth will regulate the desires, purify the thoughts, and
sweeten the disposition. It quickens the faculties of the mind and the energies of the soul. It
enlarges the capacity for feeling, for loving. {COL 101.1}

Jesus came to restore in man the image of his Maker. None but Christ can fashion anew the
character that has been ruined by sin. He came to expel the demons that had controlled the
will. {FLB 142.2}

God bids us fill the mind with great thoughts, pure thoughts. He desires us to meditate upon His
love and mercy, to study His wonderful work in the great plan of redemption. Then clearer and
still clearer will be our perception of truth, higher, holier, our desire for purity of heart and
clearness of thought. The soul dwelling in the pure atmosphere of holy thought will be
transformed by communion with God through the study of Scriptures. {COL 60.1}

The truth as it is in Jesus will not degrade but elevate the receiver, purify his life, refine his
taste, sanctify his judgment. {OHC 230.6}

There is an evidence that is open to all, —the most highly educated, and the most illiterate,—
the evidence of experience. God invites us to prove for ourselves the reality of His word, the
truth of His promises. He bids us “taste and see that the Lord is good.” Psalm 34:8. Instead of
depending upon the word of another, we are to taste for ourselves. He declares, “Ask, and ye
shall receive.” John 16:24. His promises will be fulfilled. They have never failed; they never can
fail. And as we draw near to Jesus, and rejoice in the fullness of His love, our doubt and
darkness will disappear in the light of His presence. {SC 111.3}

Jesus is ever ready to speak peace to souls that are troubled with doubts and fear. This precious
Saviour waits for us to open the door of our heart to him, and say, Abide with us. {6Red 37.1}

It is Satan’s work to fill men’s hearts with doubt. He leads them to look upon God as a stern
judge. He tempts them to sin, and then to regard themselves as too vile to approach their
heavenly Father or to excite His pity. The Lord understands all this. Jesus assures His disciples of
God’s sympathy for them in their needs and weaknesses. Not a sigh is breathed, not a pain felt,
not a grief pierces the soul, but the throb vibrates to the Father’s heart. {DA 356.2}

As a Satanic power is stirring up the elements from beneath, God will send light and power to
His people, that the message of truth may be proclaimed to all the world. {Mar 189.5}

It is when we come into difficult places that He reveals His power and wisdom in answer to
humble prayer. Have confidence in Him as a prayer-hearing, prayer-answering God. He will
reveal Himself to you as One who can help in every emergency. He who created man, who gave
him his wonderful physical, mental, and spiritual faculties, will not withhold that which is
necessary to sustain the life He has given. He who has given us His word—the leaves of the tree
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of life—will not withhold from us a knowledge of how to provide food for His needy children.
{MH 199.4}

If you will ask help of God you need not ask in vain. In order to encourage us to have confidence
and trust He comes near us by His holy Word and Spirit, and seeks in a thousand ways to win
our confidence. But in nothing does He take more delight than in receiving the weak who come
to Him for strength. If we will find heart and voice to pray, He will be sure to find an ear to hear
and an arm to save. {TDG 194.5}

In the annals of human history, the growth of nations, the rise and fall of empires, appear as if
dependent on the will and prowess of man; the shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to
be determined by his power, ambition, or caprice. But in the word of God the curtain is drawn
aside, and we behold, above, behind, and through all the play and counterplay of human
interest and power and passions, the agencies of the All-merciful One, silently, patiently
working out the counsels of His own will. ... {CC 250.3}

As the wheellike complications were under the guidance of the hand beneath the wings of the
cherubim, so the complicated play of human events is under divine control. Amidst the strife
and tumult of nations He that sitteth above the cherubim still guides the affairs of this earth.
{PK 536.1}

All heaven is interested in our salvation. The angels of God, thousands upon thousands, and ten
thousand times ten thousand, are commissioned to minister to those who shall be heirs of
salvation. They guard us against evil and press back the powers of darkness that are seeking our
destruction. {6T 63.3}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 8 “Fulfilling Old Testament Prophecies”

Read for this week’s study
John 5:17, 20, 36—40, 46, 47; John 13:18; John 17:12; Jeremiah 2:13; Zechariah 9:9; John 8:12-30.

Memory Text

“‘But | hav
finish—the
NKJV).

e a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me to
very works that | do—bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me’ ” (John 5:36,

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

Signs, Works, and Wonders

The Authoritative Role of Scripture

Old Testament Prophecies About Jesus: Part |
Old Testament Prophecies About Jesus: Part Il
From Beneath

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“This week we will look at more ways John revealed Jesus as the Messiah, and also,
we will look at why some people still continued to reject Him—despite all the
powerful reasons affirming Him as the Christ.” (Sabbath Afternoon)

What is the significance of “signs, works, and wonders” in the first half of the book?
(Sunday’s lesson)

In his introduction, John presents Jesus as one from above, as the Word who was with
God and was God (1:1-18). At the same time, Jesus comes below, as Word made flesh
who “tabernacled” among us. Then John gives seven designations for Jesus that
indicated Israel’s expectation of deliverance (1:20-51). These are connected with
seven miracle-signs in chs. 2-10 that both confirm and explain Jesus’ titles. God sends
Jesus into the world to accomplish this crucial work (17:4; 5:36).

The basic pattern in the stories in chs. 2-12 is that Jesus performs a sign or makes a
claim and people misunderstand it or get angry at Jesus. God is glorified by Jesus
doing the work that signifies the intimacy of God and the Word (1:1-2), Father and
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Son (1:18). These miracles are signs of the believer’s transformation from mortal to
child of God (1:12). Performing and explaining these miracle-signs is the “work” that
God sent Jesus to do. That’s why the Word became flesh.

5. What does the text 5:39-47 tell us about how the Scripture functioned in second
temple Judaism? What is its real purpose, according to Jesus? (Monday’s lesson)
Jesus’ charge against his contemporaries is that they have been looking at the right
book but reading it the wrong way. In what sense can that apply to us as well?

6. Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s lessons give eight examples of Old Testament
“prophecies” which were fulfilled in the life of Jesus. Just as life is understood
backwards, but lived forward, only after these things happened was it possible to
make the connection between the “prophecy” (e.g. Numbers 9:12; Zechariah 12:10;
13:1, 6) and the “fulfilment”.

7. Read John 8:12—-30. What is the dynamic between Jesus and these religious leaders?
Who is on trial here? Jesus and his Father are giving the evidence that he is the
Messiah, thus bringing the light that people and their leaders reject. Israel, which was
supposed to be the light of the world (Isaiah 60:1-2), is providing only darkness. It is
easy to forget just how deep the darkness goes within each of us!

8. When Jesus warns his contemporaries that they “will die in their sins”, he has in mind
the destruction of Jerusalem, not only annihilation at the end of ages (cf. 11:48-50).
Jesus recognizes that people aren’t going to respond to him positively. In spite of the
fact that they were God’s people, the God of whom Jesus spoke didn’t seem to be the
same, didn’t fit with the God they thought they knew.

9. Jesus is undeterred by the opposition and the death threats. His resolve was
strengthened to complete the work that God gave him to do. The final two
miracle-signs which confirm and enhance his claim to be God, only serve to increase
the fury of his opponents.

10. How can we be open-minded and sensitive to what God is trying to teach each of us?
Where is my life heading at the moment? Where is your country heading at the
moment? What difference should believing in God, his character and values make in
someone’s life? To what extent are we tempted to use our religion to validate our
biases? How can we avoid doing that and become a blessing to people and the
community around us?
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Lou: That ties in; talking about the Bible and trusting the Bible. What do you say to a person who
says “Look, | just want to take the Bible as it reads! And when | read in the Bible that (as for
example in Romans 11:33 in that doxology that Paul concludes there with) ‘God’s ways are
inscrutable. How can anyone know the mind of God?’ Now, if | just accept the Bible, why can’t |
just accept that statement and say, ‘why have conversations about God? How can we even know
God? I'll just believe the Bible.”

Graham: Depending on the person who is saying this, one might reply differently, but let’s
assume this is a very devout person. He really does accept the Scriptures. | would want to make
the most of that. | would want to say, “Well, what about these other places in the Bible? Do you
accept those too? Or do you just accept this one?”

Lou: What other places?

Graham: Like places in Romans chapter one that say God can be known. In fact, this individual is
accepting one verse in Romans and skipping another one. If that doesn’t work, then | might turn
to a place that says, “Give wine to the poor, that they may forget their misery,” and verses like
that, until maybe he is shocked into realizing you can’t take “here a little and there a little.”

When you say you accept the Bible, you accept it all the way through. And probably that’s what
he meant when he said, “l accept God’s word. If it says it, | believe it, and that’s all there is to it.”
Then | would want to point to these other verses that say that God can be known. And if He can’t
be known, why all this content of Scripture? Why did Christ come to make His Father known? So
this use of one little verse can lead us down all kinds of pathways I’'m sure he wouldn’t want to

go.

Lou: So you are saying that the basic attitude of “I want to accept the Bible as it reads,” is a good
attitude provided it takes the Bible as a whole, all sixty-six books, the total message of Scripture.

Graham: Right. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #3
with Lou Venden, “All God Asks Is Trust” recorded January 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen

to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/3MMCAG

But the most impressive illustration of how God seeks to convince us, not on authority and
power, but on the basis of truth, was provided by Jesus Himself on the road to Emmaus. And
that’s described in Luke 24, on the Bible Reference Sheet. | wish we could read the whole story:

But while they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went
with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him [they didn’t know Christ was
walking with them]. And he said to them, “What is this conversation which you are
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holding” [You see, they were having a conversation about God (as we are) on the road to
Emmaus.]? And they stood still, looking sad. . . . And beginning with Moses and all the
prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. . ..
Later, when he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed, and broke it, and
gave it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognized him. (RSV)

Why did He not reveal who He was at the beginning, and say, “What are your questions? You
know that | will give you authoritative answers, and | will expect you to believe them.” He did not
reveal who He was until He had led them to an intelligent confidence based on the
unquestionable evidence of Scripture. Then He revealed who He was. If the Infinite One will do
that, how dare we presume to take any shortcuts? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
series, Conversations About God, #4, “God’s Way of Restoring Trust” recorded February 1984,
Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following
direct link: http://pkp.cc/4MMCAG

Recommended Listening:

For additional study for Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s lessons, see the series “Jesus in the Old
Testament” moderated by Jon Paulien

https://legacy.pineknoll.org/audio-resources?media group=JJJOT&show dropdown=0

Further Study with Ellen White

The Bible was not written for the scholar alone; on the contrary, it was designed for the common
people. The great truths necessary for salvation are made as clear as noonday; and none will
mistake and lose their way except those who follow their own judgment instead of the plainly
revealed will of God. {SC 89.2}

The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The student should
learn to view the word as a whole, and to see the relation of its parts. He should gain a
knowledge of its grand central theme, of God’s original purpose for the world, of the rise of the
great controversy, and of the work of redemption. He should understand the nature of the two
principles that are contending for supremacy, and should learn to trace their working through the
records of history and prophecy, to the great consummation. He should see how this controversy
enters into every phase of human experience; how in every act of life he himself reveals the one
or the other of the two antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will or not, he is even now
deciding upon which side of the controversy he will be found. {Ed 190.2}
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All whom God has blessed with reasoning powers are to become intellectual Christians. They are
not requested to believe without evidence; therefore Jesus has enjoined upon all to search the
Scriptures. Let the ingenious inquirer, and the one who would know for himself what is truth,
exert his mental powers to search out the truth as it is in Jesus. Any neglect here is at the peril of
the soul. We must know individually the prescribed conditions of entering into eternal life. . . .
We cannot allow these questions to be settled for us by another’s mind, or another’s judgment. .
.. We cannot trust the salvation of our souls to ministers, to idle traditions, to human authorities,
or to pretensions. . .. The Lord positively demands of every Christian an intelligent knowledge of
the Scriptures. {RH, March 8, 1887 par. 1}

It is the voice of Christ that speaks through patriarchs and prophets, from the days of Adam even
to the closing scenes of time. The Saviour is revealed in the Old Testament as clearly as in the
New. It is the light from the prophetic past that brings out the life of Christ and the teachings of
the New Testament with clearness and beauty. The miracles of Christ are a proof of His divinity;
but a stronger proof that He is the world’s Redeemer is found in comparing the prophecies of the
Old Testament with the history of the New. {DA 799.2}

Here is a test which all may apply if they will. None need be left in uncertainty and doubt. There
is always sufficient evidence upon which to base an intelligent faith. But God will never remove
from any man all occasion for doubts. Those who love to dwell in the atmosphere of doubt and
questioning unbelief can have the unenviable privilege. He who turns from the weight of
evidence because there are a few things that he cannot make plain to his finite understanding,
will be left to the cold, chilling atmosphere of unbelief and skepticism, and will make shipwreck
of faith. {ST, December 30, 1886 par. 6}

Faith in a lie will not have a sanctifying influence upon the life or character. No error is truth, or
can be made truth by repetition, or by faith in it. Sincerity will never save a soul from the
consequences of believing an error. Without sincerity there is no true religion, but sincerity in a
false religion will never save a man. | may be perfectly sincere in following a wrong road, but that
will not make it the right road, or bring me to the place | wished to reach. The Lord does not want
us to have a blind credulity, and call that the faith that sanctifies. The truth is the principle that
sanctifies, and therefore it becomes us to know what is truth. We must compare spiritual things
with spiritual. We must prove all things, but hold fast only that which is good, that which bears
the divine credentials, which lays before us the true motives and principles which should prompt
us to action.—Letter 12, 1890. {2SM 56.1}

We must study the truth for ourselves. No man should be relied upon to think for us. No matter
who he is, or in what position he may be placed, we are not to look upon any man as a criterion
for us. We are to counsel together, and to be subject one to another; but at the same time we
are to exercise the ability God has given us, in order to learn what is truth. Each one of us must
look to God for divine enlightenment. We must individually develop a character that will stand
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the test in the day of God. We must not become set in our ideas, and think that no one should
interfere with our opinions. {TM 109.4}

Every human being, created in the image of God, is endowed with a power akin to that of the
Creator—individuality, power to think and to do. The men in whom this power is developed are
the men who bear responsibilities, who are leaders in enterprise, and who influence character. It
is the work of true education to develop this power, to train the youth to be thinkers, and not
mere reflectors of other men’s thought. Instead of confining their study to that which men have
said or written, let students be directed to the sources of truth, to the vast fields opened for
research in nature and revelation. Let them contemplate the great facts of duty and destiny, and
the mind will expand and strengthen. Instead of educated weaklings, institutions of learning may
send forth men strong to think and to act, men who are masters and not slaves of circumstances,
men who possess breadth of mind, clearness of thought, and the courage of their convictions.
{Ed 17.2}

All whom God has blessed with reasoning powers are to become intellectual Christians. They are
not requested to believe without evidence; therefore Jesus has enjoined upon all to search the
Scriptures. Let the ingenious inquirer, and the one who would know for himself what is truth,
exert his mental powers to search out the truth as it is in Jesus. Any neglect here is at the peril of
the soul. We must know individually the prescribed conditions of entering into eternal life. ...
We cannot allow these questions to be settled for us by another’s mind, or another’s judgment. .
.. We cannot trust the salvation of our souls to ministers, to idle traditions, to human authorities,
or to pretensions. . .. The Lord positively demands of every Christian an intelligent knowledge of
the Scriptures. {RH, March 8, 1887 par. 1}

But beware of rejecting that which is truth. The great danger with our people has been that of
depending upon men and making flesh their arm. Those who have not been in the habit of
searching the Bible for themselves, or weighing evidence, have confidence in the leading men
and accept the decisions they make; and thus many will reject the very messages God sends to
His people, if these leading brethren do not accept them. {TM 106.4}

The Holy Spirit will not compel men to take a certain course of action. We are free moral agents;
and when sufficient evidence has been given us as to our duty it is left with us to decide our
course. {RH, July 17, 1888 par. 4}
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Pine Knol

| Sabbath School Study Notes

Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 9 “The Source of Life”

Read for this week’s study
John 1:4; John 10:10; John 1:12, 13; John 6:61-68; Numbers 13:23-33; Matthew 4:1-4.

Memory Text

“‘I am the

way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me’ ” (John

14:6, NKIV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.

Il.
II.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

In Him Was Life

The Words of Eternal Life
Believing and New Birth
Rejecting the Source of Life
Condemnation

Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Daniel Duda

“This week continues with the revelation of God as given us in John. We will also
more fully explore the flip side of things, in which, despite the powerful evidence for
Jesus as the Messiah, some rejected Him. We will study this idea for two reasons: to
avoid the same mistake, but also to consider how we might be able to reach out to
those in danger of making that mistake, as well.” (Sabbath afternoon)

What is John trying to communicate when he says, “In him was life, and that life was
the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it” (1:4-5)? (Sunday’s lesson) Just as the creation began with God bringing
light into darkness, now, with the coming of Jesus, God is beginning a new creation.

Peter’s words about “eternal life” (6:61-68) are in the context of explaining the third
miracle-sign, that of feeding the 5,000 men. (Monday’s lesson) When the hungry
crowd is miraculously fed, it points to the transformation of the one who ingests
Jesus, who is the bread come down from heaven. The believer thus lives an eternal
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10.

life in the divine family. Each miracle in John is a sign of the reality of miraculous
transformation in the realms of Spirit which Jesus offers to humanity.

What are the steps described here in becoming a Christian (1:12, 13)? (Tuesday’s
lesson) How is it connected with the purpose of John’s Gospel (20:31)?

Wednesday’s lesson discusses Rejecting the Source of Life (1:5,10,11). What lessons
can we draw from the story of the spies in Numbers 13:23-33? Ten spies say, “We
can’t go forward. The risk is too great. We're too weak. Things are too dangerous.”

However, two of them say, “We cannot go backward. The opportunity is too great.
Our God is strong enough. Things are not what they seem.” They all look at precisely
the same situation. They faced exactly the same dangers and the same
opportunities. Yet, the outcome of their deliberations are poles apart. Some people
wait for circumstances to bring them hope, while other people bring hope to their
circumstances.

Thursday’s lesson delves into unbelief and condemnation (3:18-21). What is the
cause of belief and unbelief? Unbelief, in John, results from a negative prior
disposition: “Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of
light because their deeds were evil.” (3:19) However, there is a human choice and a
divine action (1:12-13). John’s purpose is to show that the “work” of Jesus (17:4) is
performing miracle-signs to prompt the choice of believing (20:30-31).

The first half of John is no mere listing of seven miracles that prove Jesus to be God’s
Son. The miracles are signs that all point to the claim that belief in Jesus, who is the
resurrection and life, is to live forever-starting now-in the divine family.

Jesus does not merely provide resurrection from death, he is the resurrection
(12:25). Jesus does not only provide release from hunger, disease and deprivation,
he is the way the truth and the life (14:6). He himself is the bread of heaven and the
eternal water. He is the temple—the place and object of worship.

Jesus’ work, his miracle-signs encourage the transforming power of belief are best
explained by Jesus’ words: “I tell you, whoever hears my word [logos] and believes
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from
death to life.” (5:24) This reflects the Word [logos] who was with God and was God,
the Word who became flesh in order to demonstrate God’s glory in transforming us
from death into life!

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

As he experienced this separation from his Father, “So great was this agony that His physical
pain was hardly felt. . . . With amazement angels witnessed the Saviour’s despairing agony.”
Note the words, agony, fear, consternation. He was really tempted to doubt all that he’d been
teaching. He even wondered if he’d rise again.
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Maybe he was tempted to believe this legal explanation that the second death is, you die and
stay dead forever. And if he was going to pay the price for sin, he would have to die, and stay
dead forever. He would never rise again. But he didn’t come to pay that penalty. He came to
answer the questions, and as soon as he had answered them (he did wait over Sabbath, to add
more meanings to the Sabbath, so that every Sabbath we’d remember the questions he’d
answered on Friday) he arose a great while before it was day, and he hastened to heaven. And
he said to Mary, “Don’t detain me! | have to hasten to heaven.” And he appeared before his
Father, and the angels, and he said, “Was it enough?” To pay the price of sin? “No,” they could
have said, “you’re supposed to stay dead for eternity. You hurry back! We’ll not let anybody
know you were out.” They never said such a thing! They said, “It is more than enough. You’'ve
cleared up all our questions. You’ve confirmed our trust without fear for eternity.” And he came
back down to see if the twelve had gotten the message, and they were all in a deep depression.
It took him a long time to revive them.

And to this present day, do we really accept what he came to reveal at such infinite cost, that
he does not wish to be served from fear? The Father will no more kill us at the end of the
millennium than he killed his Son—which leads some to believe that he did kill his Son as he will
kill the wicked at the end. How have you worked this out yourself? How did Jesus resolve these
guestions on the cross? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in
all 66 — Luke, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/55MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/56MMPOGIA6G6 (Part 2)

Can you imagine a scene of several of us admitted into heaven over the Father’s protest? And
we’re declaring, “But he just doesn’t understand!” Well, we’re destroying the whole structure
of our happiness and security for eternity, if this is true. Jesus said | will not intercede with the
Father for you. Why? He gives the reason. For the Father himself loves you, just as much as | do.
That is, there’s no need. And Goodspeed, in 1923, way back then, has a very venturesome
rendering, which doesn’t go beyond the Greek. There is no need for me to intercede with the
Father for you, for the Father loves you himself. Stunning. But think of the implications here. In
the Bible we have intercession, priestly intercession, all the way along, don’t we? Just as we
have judgment pictures all the way along, and then Jesus says, “You know, | won’t be your
judge. The Father won’t be your judge. The word will be your judge.” Then why did you give us
these other pictures? “It's what you needed, until | could tell you. There’s nothing arbitrary in
this. You’ll be judged by whether or not you’ve responded to the truth and have been won back
to faith.” That’s the judgment! {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of
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God in all 66 — John, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of
the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/57MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/5S8MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Someone came between because of the emergency. It’s not ideal. God would like to deal
directly with us, face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. But because we don’t know God,
and we’ve been afraid, God has given us these pictures. He’s given us a picture even of Jesus
being our Judge. Doesn’t Jesus deal with this? He says, “You’re all comforted that I’'m going to
be your Judge. Because you were scared my Father was going to judge you, isn’t that right?”
They said, “Oh, we’re so relieved you’re going to be our Judge.” Is that because the Father is
not as gracious and forgiving as the Son, that we say we’re glad the Son’s going to be our
Judge? So before he went back to heaven, he said, “I've got to clear that up, too. Actually, if
you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father. You’d receive just as gracious judgment from my
Father as from me. But I'd like to take you a step further. I’'m not going to judge you anyway.
Oh, there’ll be something that will judge you. The truth will judge you. The truth about my
Father in the Great Controversy. The truth about the kind of person he is and what he wants of
his children, and the way he governs the universe. That’s the truth. If you have loved that truth
and it has led you to repentance and faith and trust, you will have stood humbly in our
presence and said, “What must | do to be saved and healed?’ and we will have been able to
save and heal you, and all will be well. But if you have turned down this truth about my Father
and about me, you will not know us; you will not be our friends; you will not trust us enough to
listen; we will not be able to heal you; and you will perish and we will cry.” And that’s the
judgment. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 —
Leviticus, recorded October 1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct links:

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983:

http://pkp.cc/5SMMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/6MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

But “under the demands of law” belongs to a very legal conception of what has gone wrong in
the universe, which we discussed in our second conversation. That what has gone wrong is that
we have “broken the rules,” and the law demands that God execute us for breaking the rules.
And Jesus died so that somehow God could justly forgive us even though we have broken the
rules. | don’t think we have been able to make too much sense out of that. But it goes along
with the other one, “satisfying justice.” Whose justice? | have friends who say, “If God does not
give Idi Amin several days in the fire, | will not regard Him as a just God.” They have that feeling
about the satisfaction of justice. And | think they really mean it, and | would respect them for
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that. | would love to relieve them of that burden. If | want to know why Jesus died, | should go
right to the cross and watch Him die and hear His cry and see how the Father is involved, and
then fit that back into Scripture. | don’t see Him fulfilling the requirements of a legal model.
{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8, “The Most
Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

Christ is everything to those who receive Him. He is their Comforter, their safety, their
healthfulness. Apart from Christ there is no light at all. There need not be a cloud between the
soul and Jesus. . . . His great heart of love is longing to flood the soul with the bright beams of
His righteousness (letter 153a, 1897). {LHU 221.7}

Although Satan has misrepresented God’s purposes, falsified His character, and caused people
to look upon God in a false light, yet through the ages God’s love for His earthly children has
never ceased. Christ’s work was to reveal the Father as merciful, compassionate, full of
goodness and truth. . .. The only begotten Son of God sweeps back the hellish shadow in which
Satan has enveloped the Father, and declares, “l and My Father are one; look on Me and
behold God.” Manuscript 25, 1890 (Manuscript Releases, vol. 13, pp. 240-243). {CTr 225.6}

Claiming for himself the attributes of mercy, goodness, and truth, Satan attributed his own
attributes to God. These misrepresentations must be met and demonstrated as false, by Christ
in human nature. {CTr 246.4}

Christ revealed all of God that sinful human beings could bear without being destroyed. He is
the divine Teacher, the Enlightener. Had God thought us in need of revelations other than those
made through Christ and in His written word, He would have given them. {8T 266.1}

Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, a God of mercy, tenderness, and
compassion. By the world’s Redeemer the thick darkness with which Satan had enshrouded the
throne of the Deity was swept away, and the Father was again manifest to men as the Light of
life.... {HP 8.3}

Christ declares Himself to be sent into the world as a representative of the Father. In His
nobility of character, in His mercy and tender pity, in His love and goodness, He stands before
us as the embodiment of divine perfection, the image of the invisible God. {5T 739.1}

He [Christ] left the glory of heaven, He parted with His riches, He laid aside His honor, not in
order to create love and interest for man in the heart of God, but to be an exponent of the love
that existed in the heart of the Father. ... {TMK 83.4}
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Christ’s gracious presence in His word is ever speaking to the soul, representing Him as the well
of living water to refresh the thirsting soul. It is our privilege to have a living, abiding Saviour.
He is the source of spiritual power implanted within us, and His influence will flow forth in
words and actions, refreshing all within the sphere of our influence, begetting in them desires
and aspirations for strength and purity, for holiness and peace, and for that joy which brings no
sorrow with it. This is the result of an indwelling Saviour. {TM 390.2}

The mind, the soul, is built up by that upon which it feeds; and it rests with us to determine
upon what it shall be fed. It is within the power of everyone to choose the topics that shall
occupy the thoughts and shape the character. ... {LHU 56.6}

The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam.
It was a revelation of “the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times eternal.”
Romans 16:25, R. V. It was an unfolding of the principles that from eternal ages have been the
foundation of God’s throne. From the beginning, God and Christ knew of the apostasy of Satan,
and of the fall of man through the deceptive power of the apostate. God did not ordain that sin
should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made provision to meet the terrible emergency.
So great was His love for the world, that He covenanted to give His only-begotten Son, “that

whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. {DA 22.2}

By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than recovery from the ruin wrought
through sin. It was Satan’s purpose to bring about an eternal separation between God and man;
but in Christ we become more closely united to God than if we had never fallen. In taking our
nature, the Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken. Through
the eternal ages He is linked with us. “God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten
Son.” John 3:16. He gave Him not only to bear our sins, and to die as our sacrifice; He gave Him
to the fallen race. To assure us of His immutable counsel of peace, God gave His only-begotten
Son to become one of the human family, forever to retain His human nature. This is the pledge
that God will fulfill His word. “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon His shoulder.” God has adopted human nature in the person of His
Son, and has carried the same into the highest heaven. It is the “Son of man” who shares the
throne of the universe. It is the “Son of man” whose name shall be called, “Wonderful,
Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. The | AM is
the Daysman between God and humanity, laying His hand upon both. He who is “holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners,” is not ashamed to call us brethren. Hebrews 7:26;
2:11. In Christ the family of earth and the family of heaven are bound together. Christ glorified
is our brother. Heaven is enshrined in humanity, and humanity is enfolded in the bosom of
Infinite Love. {DA 25.3}

The blessings of salvation are for every soul. Nothing but his own choice can prevent any man
from becoming a partaker of the promise in Christ by the gospel. {DA 403.2}
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The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The student should
learn to view the word as a whole and to see the relation of its parts. He should gain a
knowledge of its grand central theme—of God’s original purpose for the world, of the rise of
the great controversy, and of the work of redemption. He should understand the nature of the
two principles that are contending for the supremacy, and should learn to trace their working
through the records of history and prophecy to the great consummation. He should see how
this controversy enters into every phase of human experience; how in every act of life he
himself reveals the one or the other of the two antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will
or not, he is even now deciding upon which side of the controversy he will be found. {CT 462.1}

The Bible contains a simple and complete system of theology and philosophy. It is the book that
makes us wise unto salvation. It tells us how to reach the abodes of eternal happiness. It tells us
of the love of God as shown in the plan of redemption, imparting the knowledge essential for
all—the knowledge of Christ. He is the Sent of God; He is the Author of our salvation. But apart
from the Word of God, we could have no knowledge that such a person as the Lord Jesus ever
visited our world, nor any knowledge of His divinity, as indicated by His previous existence with
the Father. {LHU 130.5}

In the truths of His word, God has given to men a revelation of Himself; and to all who accept
them they are a shield against the deceptions of Satan. {GC 465.1}

As we study His works, angels from heaven will be by our side to enlighten our minds and guard
them from Satan’s deceptions. {CT 457.1}

But it is in the written word that a knowledge of God is most clearly revealed to fallen man. This
is the treasure house of the unsearchable riches of Christ. {COL 126.1}

When Adam’s sin plunged the race into hopeless misery, God might have cut Himself loose
from fallen beings. He might have treated them as sinners deserved to be treated. He might
have commanded the angels of heaven to pour out upon our world the vials of His wrath. He
might have removed this dark blot from His universe. But He did not do this. Instead of
banishing them from His presence, He came still nearer to the fallen race. He gave His Son to
become bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, . .. full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Christ by His human relationship to men drew them
close to God. He clothed His divine nature with the garb of humanity, and demonstrated before
the heavenly universe, before the unfallen worlds, how much God loves the children of men.
{AG 53.2}

The plan of redemption is not merely a way of escape from the penalty of transgression, but
through it the sinner is forgiven his sins, and will be finally received into heaven—not as a
forgiven culprit pardoned and released from captivity, yet looked upon with suspicion and not
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admitted to friendship and trust; but welcomed as a child, and taken back into fullest
confidence. {7BC 950.6}

It was Caleb’s faith in God that gave him courage, that kept him from the fear of man, and
enabled him to stand boldly and unflinchingly in the defense of the right. Through reliance on
the same power, the mighty General of the armies of heaven, every true soldier of the cross
may receive strength and courage to overcome the obstacles that seem insurmountable.

{SD 207.4}

With the trusting faith of a little child, we are to come to our heavenly Father, telling Him of all
our needs. He is always ready to pardon and help. The supply of divine wisdom is inexhaustible,
and the Lord encourages us to draw largely from it. {3BC 1146.8}

God is ever seeking to instruct finite men that they may exercise faith in Him and trust
themselves wholly in His hands. Every drop of rain or flake of snow, every spire of grass, every
leaf and flower and shrub, testifies of God. These little things so common around us, teach the
lesson that nothing is beneath the notice of the infinite God, nothing too small for His attention
(GCB Feb. 18, 1897). {3BC 1141.3}

But though the conflict is a ceaseless one, none are left to struggle alone. Angels help and
protect those who walk humbly before God. Never will our Lord betray one who trusts in Him.
As His children draw near to Him for protection from evil, in pity and love He lifts up for them a
standard against the enemy. Touch them not, He says; for they are Mine. | have graven them
upon the palms of My hands. {PK 570.4}

The Christian always has a strong helper in the Lord. The way of the Lord’s helping we may not
know; but this we do know: He will never fail those who put their trust in Him. {PK 576.1}

It is not the plan of God to compel men to yield their wicked unbelief. Before them are light and
darkness, truth and error. It is for them to decide which to accept. The human mind is endowed
with power to discriminate between right and wrong. God designs that men shall not decide
from impulse, but from weight of evidence, carefully comparing scripture with scripture
(Redemption: or the Miracles of Christ, pp. 112, 113). {1BC 1120.5}

The heavenly universe had witnessed the weapons that were chosen by the Prince of life—the
words of Scripture, “It is written”; and the weapons used by the prince of the world—falsehood
and deception. They had seen the Prince of life deal in straightforward lines of truth, honesty,
and integrity, while the prince of the world exercised his power of cunning, artful secrecy,
intrigue, enmity, and revenge. They had seen the One who bore the banner of truth sacrifice
everything, even His life, to maintain truth, while the one who bore the banner of rebellion
continued to strengthen his accusations against the God of truth. {RC 60.5}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 10 “The Way, the Truth, and the Life”

Read for this week’s study
John 13:1-20; John 14:1-3; Daniel 7:27; John 14:5-11; John 1:14; Colossians 1:16, 17; John

5:38-40.

Memory Text

“No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father,

He has dec

lared Him” (John 1:18, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il
II.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

| Have Given You an Example

| Will Certainly Come Again

| Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life
| AM the Truth

The Scriptures and The Truth

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“This week’s lesson will begin with the purpose of the farewell discourse and its
introduction with the significant episode of Jesus’ washing His disciples’ feet. Then it
will turn to the ‘Il AM’ statement in chapter 14 (I am the way, the truth, and the
life’).” (Sabbath afternoon)

“Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the
Father” (John 13:1). How is this “hour” connecting the previous parts of the gospel
(cf. 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23.27; 17:1)? Why would John organize the entire half of
Jesus’ story around it? Chapter 12 transitions between the work of miracles (signs)
which is finished (chapters 2-11) and the Book of the Hour (chapters 13-19). This
can be divided into Jesus’ preparation of his disciples for the coming hour (chs. 13-
16) and Jesus’ own preparation for the hour (ch. 17).

What happened in John 13:1-20, and why is this story so important? (Sunday’s
lesson) What shows us that this act is more than just an example (ordinance) of
humility (13:8)? “Unless | wash you, you have no share with me.” To have a “share”
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is to be part of or have a portion of a whole. The “whole” [“lot”] is the union of Son
and Father. Just as Jesus abides in his Father, the disciples are to have a share with
Jesus himself.

4. How is this preparing his disciples for the intimate life in the divine family (14:1-3)?
“Where | am going... you will follow afterward” (13:21-14:31). (Monday'’s lesson)
How does the context of this statement make the second coming more meaningful
than making it an isolated doctrine? Why did medieval Christianity lose sight of this
doctrine? Why and how it is significant today?

5. John 14:6-7 offers a beautiful summary of the Gospel’s message: “l am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.” (Tuesday’s lesson) Why is this significant? How does it connect the main
themes of the Prologue (1:1-18) and what will follow (17:3)? If you want to know
how to get to the Father’s house (cf. 2:16), you must come with me. “l am the way,
I am the truth.”

6. In the last two centuries, this saying of Jesus has become one of the most
controversial. In our day and age of political correctness this exclusiveness sounds
rather narrow. How does an understanding of the original context help us see that it
is simple, yet broad enough for everyone to take advantage of this revelation?

7. How does John tie the concept of Truth directly to Jesus (1:14, 17; 8:32; 14:6;
15:26)? (Wednesday’s lesson) Knowing the untold damage that certain
interpretations of this statement have done in the world, how can we preserve the
meaning that Jesus gave to these words? The Creator God, God of Israel has acted
decisively within history to bring the story of humanity to its intended goal and thus
rescue the whole world.

8. In the 18t™ century, protest against the oppression that Christianity brought
expressed itself in the idea that all religions bear some kind of oblique witness to
general truth. Thus Moses, Jesus, Mohammed, Budha and Krishna all point in the
same direction, but none brings anything exclusive and binding for all humanity.

9. Thursday’s lesson connects Jesus as the Truth and the Scriptures (John 5:38-40; cf.
Luke 24:27). How do we best preserve the concept that Jesus is not simply the
embodiment of the truth, but He is the Truth? Truth is not a concept or a construct.
It is more than a book. It is a Person! How can it be seen as liberating?

10. Any arrogance in presenting the gospel is the denial of the very truth it is claiming to
present. If we give up any fixed ideas (whether ancient, medieval, secular, or
whichever!) of who God is, then build our understanding of God by looking at Jesus,
we will see in the person of Jesus who the true God is. He washed his disciples’ feet;
He was giving up his life as the shepherd for his sheep. He prepared his disciples for
what was ahead so that they could survive. Whatever questions about God arise in
the minds of people today, we can help them see in the revelation of Jesus who the
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true God is. How can we be clearer in presenting this beautiful and balanced
picture?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

And then, picture Jesus in the upper room the night before He was crucified. The record says
that the twelve disciples were squabbling as to which one of them was the greatest. If you look
in Luke’s account, he has it in this order. Jesus said to the twelve, “I have earnestly desired to
eat this Passover supper with you. But the one who is to betray Me is sitting with Me at the
table.” They began to argue as to which one of them would do this terrible thing. But they also
were arguing as to which one of them should be thought of as the most important. Can you
imagine their arguing about such a subject mixed in with which one of them is going to betray
Him?

How did the Son of God treat them? Did He chide them for their childish behavior? Or scold
them for their unwillingness to wash each other’s feet? Instead, the whole universe watched as
their Creator, the One they worshiped, arose, got a basin and a towel, and the Supreme Creator
got down on His knees and washed a dozen pairs of dirty feet. He even washed the feet of His
betrayer, Judas. Think what it says about God that He would treat them in this way. Jesus could
have looked up at them and said, “You don’t believe My Father would be willing to do this, do
you?”

This is why during communion, | never like to do anything else but to think, and talk but very
little. What moved the disciples was not that they washed each other’s feet. What moved them
was that God washed their feet. And you imagine their experience as they looked down on His
head bent over the basin and felt His strong carpenter hands on their feet. Then have Him look
up and say, “You don’t think My Father would do this, do you? But He would. If you’ve seen Me,
you’ve seen the Father. If you are comfortable with Me, you will be just as comfortable with My
Father.” This is what He was trying to say to them in the upper room. {Graham Maxwell.
Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #13, “How God Treats His Erring
Children” recorded April 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/13MMCAG

Do you think the end will come, the conflict will be over, Christ will return in our own lifetime?
The disciples wondered about this, you remember, and they asked Jesus, as in the first of the
texts on our Bible Reference Sheet, Matthew 24:3: “Tell us [they said], when will this be and
how can we tell when You’re coming back and the world will come to an end?” (Beck) And Jesus
replied that even the angels do not know. In fact, He added, that while He was still in His
humble, human form on this planet, that even He did not know Himself, only the Father. Look
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again at Matthew 24:36, next on the sheet. Jesus’ own words: “But about that day and hour no
one knows, not even the angels in heaven, not even the Son; only the Father.” (NEB)

But Jesus went on to indicate that there was something much more important than knowing
the exact time. He indicated that it was far more important to trust Him enough to be willing to
wait. You recall our conversation, “All God Asks of Us Is Trust”? For if only we trust Him enough
to be ready for His coming, whenever that should be, we really don’t need to know the exact
time. If we trust Him, all will be well. Jesus indicated this in the next verse, in John 14:1, 3:

Set your troubled hearts at rest [on the subject, He said]. Trust in God always; trust also
in me. ... |shall come again and receive you to myself, so that where | am you may be
also. (NEB)

But He did give them some details by which they could tell the approximate time. As they sat
together one day on the Mount of Olives, Jesus spoke of many signs by which the disciples
could tell when the End was getting near. Very familiar passages to all those who believe in the
advent; He spoke of alarming disturbances in earth and sky. He spoke of growing distrust
between the nations. He spoke of the rise of false religious leaders; a subject we have discussed
before. He particularly warned of those who would arise and teach that His second coming was
to be in secret. “Don’t believe that,” Jesus said. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
series, Conversations About God, #19, “How Soon Will the Conflict Be Over?” recorded June
1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the
following direct link: http://pkp.cc/19MMCAG

Lou: Now that ties into another question that has come up. If God is going to run the universe
the way He wants to run it, consistent with His character, why should a God of power,
sovereign of the universe, why should He allow a conflict such as we are reading about here in
Revelation the twelfth chapter; this picture of war in Heaven. Why should He allow that even to
develop, to happen?

Graham: That fits very well with the last point, doesn’t it? See, if He has that much authority
and power, how could a war even take place? And this is why those who stress the sovereignty
of God (and surely it is right that we should stress that) have great difficulty allowing for a war.
And that’s why many of the Reformers really couldn’t use that sixty-sixth book. Luther says, “It
was fancied that there was a war.” Just couldn’t wrap his mind around the idea. But to me it’s
one of the most wonderful things about God, that though He had the infinite power necessary
to nip that war in the bud, to stop it before it ever started, He did not do so. There must be
something of more value than our subservience and our submission to His power, because He
allowed that thing to grow and to grow. Now, by our assessment of good administration, God
was weak. It was bad management. | mean, how long would we tolerate a leader—how long
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would the pastor last in our church—if there was such chaos in the membership? The
committee would meet!

Lou: The person would move on, wouldn’t he!

Graham: Yes. Are we going to move our God on, and suggest it was weakness on His part? We
know He has infinite power. But in His infinite power, He allowed this war to develop. He
allowed the questions to arise. Now that says that there is something of even greater
importance than even our mere submission to His infinite power.

Lou: There is a question that ties in with the matter of the war. You have this one who seems to
start the war—Day Star, Lucifer. “If God knew that there would be all this trouble, and that
Lucifer would be at the center of it, why did He create Lucifer?” It’s sort of similar to the first
guestion but goes back behind it a bit.

Graham: | think very much related to it. And of course, it raises the question as to whether God
does know everything in the future. And there are good saints who wonder about that. | would
rather find an explanation that would allow me to say God can see the end from the beginning.
The past, the present, and the future; they're all alike to Him. And yet I’'m still free. My
understanding would be that when God created Lucifer, He knew what Lucifer would do. And
yet He went ahead anyway. He knew what it would cost Him. He knew what it would cost His
children. And yet He went ahead. And when you think of the history of the anguish that has
been involved in solving this problem and settling this war, there must be something of infinite
value at stake, or God would not have done this.

Because He had other options you know, some rather easy ones. When Lucifer began to
entertain these rebellious thoughts, He could have eliminated him right there and then. What
damage would that have done? Well, we might say the angels looking on would think, “I'd
better not have bad thoughts or | might get eliminated, too.” But after eliminating Lucifer, God
could then have blotted out all memory of the elimination and no one would know. And He
could do that an infinite number of times and no one would know but our God.

Now why didn’t He do it? Is it He couldn’t live with the fact He was doing that? Or is it that He
wants us to know what He did do? What He did not do was take a shortcut. He allowed Lucifer
to develop these thoughts, and to spread them among the angels, knowing what it would cost
Him and cost His friends on this planet. We’ve all participated a little, it’s an honor to do so, in
the larger view. But knowing the thousands of years it would take, and all the misunderstanding
and the anguish, God said, “l will go ahead this way.” And the angels understand this and tell
Him, “You did this magnificently. And we’re with You for the rest of eternity.” So what was at
stake? That’s the big thing.
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Lou: This perspective that you’re sharing with us this evening (and will develop through our
twenty weeks here), this perspective includes a war, a crisis of distrust, and whether God can
be trusted!

Graham: See, it’s not over power, that’s the big thing. If it were over God’s power, who has
more power?

Lou: It would be easy.

Graham: He could do that in a second. And when you stop to think of it, why preach about
God’s power, since even the Devil is already convinced? You remember James says that when
the Devil thinks about the power of the One who hung the whole vast universe in space, it
scares him. He shudders with fear. So | don’t think we should spend too much time arguing
about God’s power. Of course He’s infinite in majesty and power.

Lou: But you’ve said that the issue has to do with trust, and who's telling the truth.

Graham: That’s right. The conflict is not over who has the power, but over who’s telling the
truth. God has been accused of the abuse of power. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
series, Conversations About God, #1 with Lou Venden, “The Conflict in God’s Family” recorded
January 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click
on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/1IMMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

Christ knew the heart of Judas, yet He washed his feet. Infinite love could do no more to bring
Judas to repentance, and save him from taking this fatal step. If this service of his Master, in
humbling Himself to wash the feet of the worst sinner, did not break his heart, what more could
be done? It was the last act of love that Jesus could evidence in behalf of Judas. Infinite love
could not compel Judas to repent, confess his sin, and be saved. Every opportunity was granted
him. Nothing was left undone that could be done to save him from the snare of Satan (RH June
14, 1898). {5BC 1138.7}

Christ looked upon them sadly. Trials, He knew, were before them, and His great heart of love
went out to them in tender pity and sympathy. As a manifestation of His love for them, He
“took a towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash
the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.” {RC 261.3}

God’s law is the law of love. He has surrounded you with beauty to teach you that you are not
placed on earth merely to delve for self, to dig and build, to toil and spin, but to make life bright
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and joyous and beautiful with the love of Christ—like the flowers, to gladden other lives by the
ministry of love. {MB 97.3}

By the grace of Christ, perform every duty that has been made plain to your understanding, and
you will be enabled to understand and perform those of which you are now in doubt.
{SC111.2}

When we are faithful in making God known, our impulses will be under divine supervision, and
we shall make steady growth, spiritually and intellectually. {UL 81.4}

The Lord Jesus is our efficiency in all things; His Spirit is to be our inspiration; and as we place
ourselves in His hands to be channels of light, our means of doing good will never be exhausted,
for the resources of the power of Jesus Christ are to be at our command. We may draw upon
His fullness and receive of that grace which has no limit. The Captain of our salvation at every
step would teach us that almighty power is at the demand of living faith. He says, “Without me
ye can do nothing;” but again declares that “greater works than these shall ye do; because | go
unto my Father.” {HP 319.4}

The years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and still more glorious revelations of God and
of Christ. As knowledge is progressive, so will love, reverence, and happiness increase. The
more men learn of God, the greater will be their admiration of His character.—GC 678 (1911).
{1IMCP 252.1}

The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the word of God. This word
imparts power; it begets life. Every command is a promise; accepted by the will, received into
the soul, it brings with it the life of the Infinite One. It transforms the nature and re-creates the
soul in the image of God. {Ed 126.4}

God’s work is the same in all time, although there are different degrees of development and
different manifestations of His power, to meet the wants of men in the different ages.
Beginning with the first gospel promise, and coming down through the patriarchal and Jewish
ages, and even to the present time, there has been a gradual unfolding of the purposes of God
in the plan of redemption. {PP 373.2}

Promises are estimated by the truth of the one who makes them. Many men make promises
only to break them, to mock the heart that trusted in them. Those who lean upon such men
lean upon broken reeds. But God is behind the promises He makes. He is ever mindful of His
covenant, and His truth endureth to all generations (MS 23, 1899). {7BC 942.12}

His heart was constantly burning with the love that brought Him from heaven to our world. His
goodness and His power enabled Him to reveal in His life the truth that He came to this earth to
bring to the fallen race. In every word, in every act, He manifested the love of God, cheering
and encouraging the downcast and distressed. In heavenly wisdom He asserted His true
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majesty by bending all things to the present and future happiness of human beings. He came to
teach men and women how to live, here below, the life of which He gave them an example—
the life that will make them fit to enter the abodes of bliss. {UL 229.3}

Christ, the Light of the world, veiled the dazzling splendor of His divinity and came to live as a
man among men, that they might, without being consumed, become acquainted with their
Creator. . .. Christ came to teach human beings what God desires them to know. In the heavens
above, in the earth, in the broad waters of the ocean, we see the handiwork of God. All created
things testify to His power, His wisdom, His love. But not from the stars or the ocean or the
cataract can we learn of the personality of God as it is revealed in Christ. {SD 21.4}

Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, ever considerate of others, He represented the character
of God, and was constantly engaged in service for God and man. ... {SD 21.5}

Satan led men to conceive of God as a being whose chief attribute is stern justice—one who is a
severe judge, a harsh, exacting creditor. He pictured the Creator as a being who is watching
with jealous eye to discern the errors and mistakes of men that He may visit judgments upon
them. It was to remove this dark shadow, by revealing to the world the infinite love of God, that
Jesus came to live among men.—SC 11 (1892). {IMCP 250.1}

There was but one hope for the human race—that into this mass of discordant and corrupting
elements might be cast a new leaven; that there might be brought to mankind the power of a
new life; that the knowledge of God might be restored to the world. {Ed 76.1}

Christ came to restore this knowledge. He came to set aside the false teaching by which those
who claimed to know God had misrepresented Him. He came to manifest the nature of His law,
to reveal in His own character the beauty of holiness. {Ed 76.2}

Christ came to this world as the expression of the very heart and mind and nature and
character of God. He was the brightness of the Father’s glory, the express image of His person.
But He laid aside His royal robe and kingly crown, and stepped down from His high command to
take the place of a servant. He was rich, but for our sake, that we might have eternal riches, He
became poor. He made the world, but so completely did He empty Himself that during His
ministry He declared, “Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man
hath not where to lay His head.” {MM 19.1}

Satan has ascribed to God all the evils to which flesh is heir. He has represented Him as a God
who delights in the sufferings of His creatures, who is revengeful and implacable. It was Satan
who originated the doctrine of eternal torment as a punishment for sin, because in this way he
could lead men into infidelity and rebellion, distract souls, and dethrone human reason.

{CT 27.2}
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Heaven, looking down and seeing the delusions into which men were led, knew that a divine
Instructor must come to the earth. Through the misrepresentations of the enemy, many were
so deceived that they worshiped a false god, clothed with the attributes of the satanic
character. Those in ignorance and moral darkness must have light, spiritual light; for the world
knew not God, and He must be revealed to their understanding. Truth looked down from
heaven and saw not the reflection of her image; for dense clouds of spiritual darkness and
gloom enveloped the world. The Lord Jesus alone was able to roll back the clouds; for He is the
light of the world. By His presence He could dissipate the gloomy shadow that Satan had cast
between man and God.—First published Nov. 17, 1891. {CT 28.1}

Christ alone could represent the Father to humanity, and this representation the disciples had
been privileged to behold for over three years. {DA 663.5}

Had Christ come in His divine form, humanity could not have endured the sight. The contrast
would have been too painful, the glory too overwhelming. Humanity could not have endured
the presence of one of the pure, bright angels from glory; therefore Christ took not on Him the
nature of angels; He came in the likeness of men. {TMK 25.4}

Looking upon Him, we behold the invisible God, who clothed His divinity with humanity in order
that through humanity He might shed forth a subdued and softened glory, so that our eyes
might be enabled to rest upon Him, and our souls not be extinguished by His undimmed
splendor. We behold God through Christ, our Creator and Redeemer. {TMK 25.5}

Taking humanity upon Him, Christ came to be one with humanity and at the same time to
reveal our heavenly Father to sinful human beings. He was in all things made like unto His
brethren. He became flesh, even as we are. He was hungry and thirsty and weary. He was
sustained by food and refreshed by sleep. He shared the lot of men, and yet He was the
blameless Son of God. He was a stranger and sojourner on the earth—in the world, but not of
the world; tempted and tried as men and women today are tempted and tried, yet living a life
free from sin. {8T 286.3}

Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, ever considerate of others, He represented the character
of God, and was constantly engaged in service for God and man. {8T 286.4}

The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all created
beings depended upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God
desires from all His creatures the service of love—homage that springs from an intelligent
appreciation of His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced allegiance, and to all He grants
freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntary service. {GC 493.2}

The God of heaven is constantly at work. It is by His power that vegetation is caused to flourish,
that every leaf appears and every flower blooms. It is not as the result of a mechanism, that,
once set in motion, continues its work, that the pulse beats and breath follows breath. In God
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we live and move and have our being. Every breath, every throb of the heart, is the continual
evidence of the power of an ever-present God. {6BC 1062.5}

When you search the Scriptures with an earnest desire to learn the truth, God will breathe His
Spirit into your heart and impress your mind with the light of His word. The Bible is its own
interpreter, one passage explaining another. By comparing scriptures referring to the same
subjects, you will see beauty and harmony of which you have never dreamed. There is no other
book whose perusal strengthens and enlarges, elevates and ennobles the mind, as does the
perusal of this Book of books. Its study imparts new vigor to the mind, which is thus brought in
contact with subjects requiring earnest thought, and is drawn out in prayer to God for power to
comprehend the truths revealed. {4T 499.1}
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Pine Knol

| Sabbath School Study Notes

Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 11 “The Father, the Son, and the Spirit”

Read for this week’s study
John 14:10, 24; Genesis 3:7-9; John 16:27, 28; John 16:7-11; John 17:1-26.

Memory Text

“‘The Help

er, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things,

and bring to your remembrance all things that | said to you’ ” (John 14:26, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.

Il
II.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

The Heavenly Father

Jesus and the Father

Knowing the Son Is Knowing the Father
The Holy Spirit

The Prayer of Jesus

Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Daniel Duda

“John says that if you want to understand God, you must look at Jesus and what has been
revealed in the Word. This approach opens to us a whole new world of relationships—
among the three members of the Godhead, between the members of the Godhead and
humans, and among humans themselves. This week’s lesson looks at how the Gospel of
John presents the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but now within the context of the farewell
discourse (John 13-17).” (Sabbath afternoon)

Sunday’s lesson looks at the role of the Father. What are some of the roles of the Father,
as described in the passages of the Gospel according to John (3:16, 17; 6:57; 5:22, 30;
6:32; 14:10, 24; 6:45; 15:16; 16:23)? Many people say that John is their favorite gospel.
He uses the word “love”, in its various forms, almost sixty times as he writes about the
life of Jesus. But there is a far more remarkable emphasis in his book. He uses the word
“father” 132 times. And in all but eleven passages he uses the word to refer to the
Heavenly Father! More than 120 times we are reminded that the Father has intimate
contact with our world and a deep investment in our salvation. God is not an absent
deity.

Monday’s lesson discusses the relationship between the Father and the Son. Why is it
significant that after the breach that sin caused (Genesis 3:7-9), it was God seeking out
Adam & Eve, and not vice versa?
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4, Because the divine command in Eden was misrepresented before it was violated (Genesis
2:17-3:4; Romans 7:7-13), God’s making things right had to address the misrepresentation
and not only the violation. Thus, Jesus would come so that God may be rightly
understood. Therefore, we see the attention to “the commandments of God as explained
by the faithfulness of Jesus” (Revelation 14:12).

5. Ten years after the Minneapolis GC session, EGW wrote in her newly published book, The
Desire of Ages: “In Christ is life, original, unborrowed, underived.” “The divinity of Christ is
the believer’s assurance of eternal life.” (both DA 530)

6. How does knowing the Son mean knowing the Father (7:16; 8:38; 14:10, 23; 15:1, 9, 10;
16:27, 28; 17:3)? (Tuesday’s lesson) How can this understanding transform our everyday
living?

7. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in conversion (John 1:10-13)? (Wednesday’s lesson)

What is the role of the Advocate or Comforter in John (chs. 14-16)? What did Jesus mean
by his astonishing claim in 14:12: “Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will
also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am
going to the Father”?

8. How does Jesus prepare himself for the “hour” (17:1-26)? (Thursday’s lesson) How is this
prayer a summary of all Jesus lived and taught? As Jesus returns to the Father, his family
will be expanding: “As you have sent me into the world, so | have sent them into the
world.” (17:18) His disciples will bring others to become members of God’s joyful,
glorious and eternal family.

9. In relationships, unity cannot be forced, it cannot be bullied or manipulated. How can we
model this in humility, not arrogance; in diversity, not uniformity? Jesus prays for more
than unity among his followers. He prays for a relationship like the one found between
the Father and the Son (John 17:11-23). Christ wants the oneness of His church to be
modeled after the community of the Godhead in heaven.

10. Christ died to save sinners in order to integrate them into his body that he calls his bride.
Christ died to establish a new type of community which is patterned after the
relationships between the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.

11. Anytime we deprive relationships and community of their rightful place in our thinking
and lives, or replace them with anything else, the reality is sadly distorted, the quality of
our lives is diminished, and we suffer greatly. As Adventists, (together with evangelicals
and other conservative Protestants), we tend to greatly stress the importance of sound
biblical doctrine. We may even pride ourselves at times about our effort to make our
doctrine (and exegesis) strictly biblical. But however crucial the proper biblical doctrine is,
ultimately doctrinal orthodoxy is not and cannot be the goal of Christian life. Orthodoxy
without orthopraxy is useless. “Knowledge puffs up,” if it is not in a context of a loving
community (1 Cor 8:1).

12. The purpose of our Christian experience is not to define the theological truth into
minutest details, or to concentrate on our own personal purity and wellness, but to
enrich and inspire others in compassion and other-centered service so that together we
may experience the community and oneness which is so essential for God.
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Just to show the unity of the three members of the Godhead there’s an extraordinary place in Isaiah
9 that we sing every Christmas when we sing the Messiah and the significance of that can’t be over-
emphasized. Think how many times you’ve sung this. Isaiah 9:6. Now this is not the baby in Isaiah 7,
you know, there was a baby born there and before he was old enough to say, “My father” and “My
mother” the two kings who were besieging Jerusalem were driven off. Then Isaiah goes on to a much
more important baby in Isaiah 9 and says:

To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon his shoulder, and
his name will be called Wonderful Counsellor [now to whom do we usually give the name
‘Counsellor’ or comforter? Isn’t that usually the Holy Spirit? But this child is called Wonderful
Counsellor. How about], Mighty God [who comes first to mind with Mighty God? Don’t you
think of the Father? And then how about the next], Everlasting Father [you mean the Son will
be called Everlasting Father? And the next], Prince of Peace [now there’s one that seems to
belong].

We have all the titles of the Trinity here attributed to the Son. The Son will be the Wonderful
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace—all of them. No wonder
Jesus said in John 14, 15, and 16, “l and the Father are one. If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the
Father. The Father’s in union with me and I’'m in union with the Father. And if | go, I'll send you
another counselor,” just like myself the Greek says. It’s a word that means “the same as | am.” “And
He too will lead you into truth just as | told you | am the truth, the way, and the life. And He will
convince you of sin and righteousness and judgment, be your teacher and your comforter.”

See, all three members of the Godhead have the same purposes and the same goals, but they seem
to have assumed different roles for the benefit of their children throughout the universe. As Christ
moved among the angels as Michael the Archangel, so He moved among us as Jesus the man born in
Nazareth. Often misunderstood, these condescension’s on God’s part, but if you wonder if the Son
was really God read Isaiah 9:6. Could it be stronger? That all those titles of divinity and deity belong
to the Son. | think it’s a great key text in there to put with Hebrews 1. Think of the potent verses in
Hebrews 1 that the one who came was God. Then put Isaiah 9:6 with it along with others. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series Hebrews, #5 & 6, recorded October 25, 1978, Loma Linda,
California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/SMMHEBREWS66  http://pkp.cc/10MMHEBREWS66

4™ Qu 2024 Lesson 11 Prepared June 2024 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 3


http://pkp.cc/9MMHEBREWS66
http://pkp.cc/10MMHEBREWS66

Further Study with Ellen White

We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking
through these grounds.—Manuscript 66, 1899. (From a talk to the students at the Avondale School.)
{Ev 616.5}

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the three holy dignitaries of heaven, have declared that they
will strengthen men to overcome the powers of darkness. All the facilities of heaven are pledged to
those who by their baptismal vows have entered into a covenant with God (MS 92, 1901). {5BC
1110.8}

Having undertaken the work of man’s redemption, the Father would spare nothing, however dear,
which was essential for the completion of His work. He would make opportunities for men; He would
pour upon them His blessings; He would heap favor upon favor, gift upon gift, until the whole
treasury of heaven was open to those whom He came to save. Having collected all the riches of the
universe, and laid open all the resources of His divine nature, God gave them all for the use of man.
They were His free gift. What an ocean of love is circulating, like a divine atmosphere, around the
world! What manner of love is this, that the eternal God should adopt human nature in the person
of His Son, and carry the same into the highest heaven! {TMK 19.2}

The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be lightened,
that the world might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be broken. This could
not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of God’s government; He
desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it cannot be won by force or
authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love Him; His character must be
manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one Being in all the universe could
do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God could make it known. Upon the
world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with healing in his wings” (Malachi 4:2). {RC
23.3}

The salvation of the human race has ever been the object of the councils of heaven. The covenant of
mercy was made before the foundation of the world. It has existed from all eternity, and is called the
everlasting covenant. So surely as there never was a time when God was not, so surely there never
was a moment when it was not the delight of the eternal mind to manifest His grace to humanity.
{FLB 76.4}

The heart of God yearns over His earthly children with a love stronger than death. In giving up His
Son, He has poured out to us all heaven in one gift. {FLB 45.2}

He who fed the multitude with five loaves and two small fishes is able today to give us the fruit of
our labor. He who said to the fishers of Galilee, “Let down your nets for a draft,” and who, as they
obeyed, filled their nets till they broke, desires His people to see in this an evidence of what He will
do for them today. The God who in the wilderness gave the children of Israel manna from heaven
still lives and reigns. He will guide His people and give skill and understanding in the work they are
called to do. He will give wisdom to those who strive to do their duty conscientiously and
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intelligently. He who owns the world is rich in resources, and will bless everyone who is seeking to
bless others. {MH 200.2}

Christ is the truth of all that we find in the Father. The definition of heaven is the presence of Christ
(Und. MS 58). {7BC 989.9}

The heart of God yearns over His earthly children with a love stronger than death. In giving up His
Son, He has poured out to us all heaven in one gift. The Saviour’s life and death and intercession, the
ministry of angels, the pleading of the Spirit, the Father working above and through all, the
unceasing interest of heavenly beings,—all are enlisted in behalf of man’s redemption. {SC 21.2}

The heart of Infinite Love yearns after those who feel powerless to free themselves from the snares
of Satan; and He graciously offers to strengthen them to live for Him. “Fear thou not,” He bids them;
“for | am with thee: be not dismayed; for | am thy God: | will strengthen thee: yea, | will help thee;
yea, | will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness.” ... {CC 235.4}

He has redeemed us out of the careless world and has chosen us to become members of the royal
family, sons and daughters of the heavenly King. He invites us to trust in Him with a trust deeper and
stronger than that of a child in his earthly father. {ML 289.5}

God is to us a tender, compassionate, heavenly Father. {ML 289.6}

God had power to hold Adam back from touching the forbidden fruit; but had He done this, Satan
would have been sustained in his charge against God’s arbitrary rule. Man would not have been a
free moral agent, but a mere machine (RH June 4, 1901). {1BC 1084.2}

Christ does not drive but draws men unto Him. The only compulsion which He employs is the
constraint of love. {MB 127.1}

In His interest for His children, our heavenly Father personally directed their education. Often they
were visited by His messengers, the holy angels, and from them received counsel and instruction.
Often as they walked in the garden in the cool of the day they heard the voice of God, and face to
face held communion with the Eternal. His thoughts toward them were “thoughts of peace, and not
of evil.” Jeremiah 29:11. His every purpose was their highest good. {Ed 21.1}

For our sake Jesus emptied Himself of His glory; He clothed His divinity with humanity that He might
touch humanity, that His personal presence might be among us, that we might know that He was
acquainted with all our trials, and sympathized with our grief, that every son and daughter of Adam
might understand that Jesus is the friend of sinners (ST April 18, 1892). {7BC 927.1}

Christ, the Light of the world, veiled the dazzling splendor of His divinity and came to live as a man
among men, that they might, without being consumed, become acquainted with their Creator. Since
sin brought separation between man and his Maker, no man has seen God at any time, except as He
is manifested through Christ. {MH 419.1}
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God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was needed to portray both His personality and His
character. He sent His Son into the world to manifest, so far as could be endured by human sight, the
nature and the attributes of the invisible God. {MH 419.4}

The life of Christ was a life charged with a divine message of the love of God, and He longed
intensely to impart this love to others in rich measure. Compassion beamed from His countenance,
and His conduct was characterized by grace, humility, truth, and love. {FE 179.3}

The love of God still yearns over the one who has chosen to separate from Him, and He sets in
operation influences to bring him back to the Father’s house. The prodigal son in his wretchedness
“came to himself.” The deceptive power that Satan had exercised over him was broken. He saw that
his suffering was the result of his own folly, and he said, “How many hired servants of my father’s
have bread enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger! | will arise and go to my father.”
Miserable as he was, the prodigal found hope in the conviction of his father’s love. It was that love
which was drawing him toward home. So it is the assurance of God’s love that constrains the sinner
to return to God. “The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.” Romans 2:4. A golden chain,
the mercy and compassion of divine love, is passed around every imperiled soul. The Lord declares,
“I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving-kindness have | drawn thee.”
Jeremiah 31:3. {COL 202.1}

The infinite love of God has been manifested in the gift of His only-begotten Son to redeem a lost
race. Christ came to the earth to reveal to men the character of His Father, and His life was filled
with deeds of divine tenderness and compassion. {PP 469.2}

In Christ the character of the Father was revealed. As children looked upon His countenance, they
saw purity and goodness shining forth from His eyes. In His countenance gentleness, meekness, love,
and conscious power were combined. But though every word, every gesture, every expression of His
face, betokened His divine supremacy, humility marked His deportment and bearing. He came but
for one purpose, and that was the salvation of the lost. {ML 300.4}

Those who receive Him and believe in Him become the spiritual children of God. They are adopted
into the royal family, and as they seek to do the will of God, they become conformed into His image.
{SD 230.6}

The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies to work in heart and mind. The grace of God enlarges
and multiplies their faculties, and every perfection of the divine nature comes to their assistance in
the work of saving souls. Through cooperation with Christ they are complete in Him, and in their
human weakness they are enabled to do the deeds of Omnipotence. {ML 49.4}

The Holy Spirit never leaves unassisted the soul who is looking unto Jesus. He takes of the things of
Christ and shows them unto him. If the eye is kept fixed on Christ, the work of the Spirit ceases not
until the soul is conformed to His image. The pure element of love will expand the soul, giving it a

capacity for higher attainments, for increased knowledge of heavenly things, so that it will not rest
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short of the fullness. “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall
be filled.” {DA 302.1}

It is not the will of God that His people should be weighed down with care. But our Lord does not
deceive us. He does not say to us, “Do not fear; there are no dangers in your path.” He knows there
are trials and dangers, and He deals with us plainly. He does not propose to take His people out of a
world of sin and evil, but He points them to a never-failing refuge. ... {TMK 225.2}

The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy the personality of either. In
mind, in purpose, in character, they are one, but not in person. By partaking of the Spirit of God,
conforming to the law of God, man becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ brings His
disciples into a living union with Himself and with the Father. Through the working of the Holy Spirit
upon the human mind, man is made complete in Christ Jesus. Unity with Christ establishes a bond of
unity with one another. This unity is the most convincing proof to the world of the majesty and
virtue of Christ, and of His power to take away sin (MS 111, 1903). {5BC 1148.3}

Jesus took the nature of humanity, in order to reveal to man a pure, unselfish love, to teach us how
to love one another. {5BC 1126.1}

The rabbis had a saying that there is rejoicing in heaven when one who has sinned against God is
destroyed; but Jesus taught that to God the work of destruction is a strange work. That in which all
heaven delights is the restoration of God’s own image in the souls whom He has made. {COL 190.1}

Recommended Reading: “God Made Manifest in Christ” — The Signs of the Times, January 20, 1890
https://egwwritings.org
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 12 “The Hour of Glory: The Cross and Resurrection”

Read for this week’s study
John 18:33-19:5; John 19:17-22; John 19:25-27; Luke 2:34, 35; John 20:1-18; 1 Corinthians

15:12-20.

Memory Text

“Then Pilate said to him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that | am a king. For this

purpose | was born and for this purpose | have come into the world—to bear witness to the
truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice’ ” (John 18:37, ESV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.

Il.
II.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction
What Is Truth?
Behold the Man!
“‘It Is Finished’ ”
The Empty Tomb
Jesus and Mary
Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“John presents the cross as the enthronement of Jesus, particularly tied to the idea
of the hour, which is referred to numerous times throughout the book (John 7:30,
John 8:20, John 12:27). This idea of enthronement is an ironic picture since
crucifixion was the most ignominious and shameful way to die that the Romans
used. This contrast points to the deeply ironic depiction that John presents: Jesus is
dying in shame, but it is, at the same time, His glorious enthronement as the Savior.”
(Sabbath afternoon)

4

John’s carefully constructed ending of the gospel focuses on God’s new creation,
including three finishings (accomplishments or completions): 1) Finished work:

“] glorified you on earth by finishing the work [miracle-signs] (17:4) 2) Finished hour:
““It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up [or yielded] his spirit.” (19:30)
3) Finished creation: Returning from the Father, Jesus breathes into his followers the
divine life of the Spirit, the ruach of God (20:22), making them children of God (1:12;
20:17).
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3. “In John 18:28-32, the trial of Jesus is not described in detail. The focus is on Jesus
brought before Pontius Pilate.” (Sunday’s lesson) When quizzed by Pilate about
being the King of the Jews (cf. 1:49), Jesus expresses himself very carefully, affirming
only that he is “a king” — but not of Israel as a political entity. “My kingdom does not
belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my followers would be
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is
not from here.” (18:36) Jesus’ kingdom is for this world, but its values are not
derived from this world.

4. “The pagan governor is calling on the people to ‘Behold the man!’ (19:5). This
reminds the reader of John the Baptist’s words in 1:29, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!"” (Monday’s lesson) For John, King Jesus
delivers believers from the tyrannies of sin and death. It is ironic that powerful Lamb
is able to destroy the sorrow and strife caused by sin’s domination of the world.

5. What is the significance of the touching scene regarding Jesus’ mother and John that
happened at the cross (19:25-27)? How is that connected with the creation of a new
community? (Tuesday’s lesson). Why does Jesus say: “It is finished” (19:30)?

6. What is the importance of the events depicted in 20:1-10? (Wednesday’s lesson)
After the finished work (of miracle-signs) and the finished hour, John turns our
attention to the finished new creation — the inauguration of God’s new creation in
which a new community of God’s children is created by receiving the Holy Spirit. The
resurrection vindicates Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God whose love conquered
death.

7. The last two chapters focus on the four postmortem appearances of Jesus. What is it
that the disciples and Mary understand, and what they do not understand (20:1-18)?
(Thursday’s lesson). Why is it significant that Jesus appoints Mary as the first
evangelist to proclaim the news of his resurrection (20:17)? Why is it significant that
Jesus calls his disciples “brothers”? It suggests that these disciples are kin of Jesus in
the divine family. The distinction between Jesus and his disciples—mere mortals—
has been abolished. The time of the gathering of the new community, the divine
family begins now. The new creation is being accomplished now. Why is it important
that in John, there is no ascension of Jesus to heaven mentioned?

8. What are the implications of all this for the task that we have as Jesus’ followers in
our own generation (20:19-23 cf. Genesis 3:8)? The point of receiving the Holy Spirit
is not to give the disciples new “spiritual experiences,” or set them apart from other
people (holier-than-thou club), but do for the whole world what Jesus did in their
little world (20:21).

9. Their message spread into other cultures and to other peoples who were not
thinking about God’s kingdom or waiting for a Messiah. How does the difference
between achieving and implementing something help us to distinguish between
what Jesus did and what needs to be done with each new generation? What is our
mission today? And how can it be accomplished?
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

But this time He was tortured. He was tortured in the most cruel way known at that time. The
slowest way possible. Now, who tortured Him? The Romans would have liked to let Him go.
Pilate would have liked to have let Him go. Who wanted Him tortured to death? The most
dedicated, devout, Bible-quoting group of seventh-day Sabbath-keeping, tithe-paying, health-
reforming Adventists the world has ever known. And | believe that’s why God had to wait until
then. The world had been wicked enough, time after time. What He wanted to show the
universe is, “That if you have the wrong picture of me”, and they had a cruel God. “If you think
that | have said that if you don’t do things my way, I'll kill you, you’ll become people like that
yourselves.” And remember, they crucified Him in God’s name. They thought God would want
this favor done for Him, as those who burned heretics at the stake for hundreds of years; they
did it in God’s name. You look at pictures of people being burned at the stake. They’re holding
Bibles out to them; they’re holding crosses out to them. And when they finally recanted in
agony they put down “another soul won today. Sorry it hurt, but you’ll live forever anyway.”

Our perception of God affects everything we believe, and everything we do, and the way we
treat each other. And the universe needed to see that if they’d obeyed God for the wrong
reason, out of fear, they would become as cruel as those pretentiously pious people who nailed
Christ to the cross and then hurried home to get ready for seventh-day Sabbath, and to shed
blood for the remission of sin at Passover time. And had you gone to the cross and interviewed
them, and asked them:

“l just want to see what kind of people you are. Do you believe in God?”
“Of course we do.”

“Do you believe in the Bible?”

“Every word.”

“Do you believe in creation?”

“Absolutely.”

“Do you believe in the Ten Commandments?”
“Yes.”

“All Ten? Even the fourth?”

“Absolutely.”

“How about your diet?”

Right down the list, they followed the blueprint all the way down. “Well”, you say, “there’s
nothing wrong with you folk.” Who's killing Christ? They were. So to do the right thing for the
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wrong reason because you have the wrong perception of God can turn you into God’s worst
enemies. And the angels got the message. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series,
Atonement and Your Picture of God, recorded May 1993, San Diego, California} To listen to the
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/1IMMAANDP (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/2MMAANDP (Part 2)

The universe got a serious message that day. So that’s why | think he waited that long, and he
took them in knowing what would happen as he waited and waited and different methods were
used, and they had revivals. And they had times when they really wandered away from God and
he disciplined them and brought them back. Up and down and up and down, finally things
seemed to stabilize, and they became the most rigorous, pious people you’ve ever known. But
they were the most wrong of all—doing the right things for the wrong reason.

A centurion was a Roman, he said, “Surely this was a good man.” The Romans didn’t like doing
it. Pilate wanted to let him go. It was his own people like you and me that said, “No, kill him! He
has a demon.” Now that’s pretty scary. It means we could do the same thing.

Now what’s he waiting for? And | think it’s fair to ask. He doesn’t need to make that
demonstration again, or does he? God often demonstrates things more than once. Could it
be—forbid the thought, especially on a Sabbath, and certainly of saints who’ve come to an
afternoon meeting when they should be napping. It couldn’t be anybody in this room, there’s
no question about this.

Are we going to demonstrate once again that by having a great revival and reformation in the
Adventist Church, and we really cleanse the camp of all the Achan’s, and we begin really
obeying the blueprint in every detail, and then we’re ready for the Lord to come. And when he
comes we don’t like him. But there’ll come one that we will like because before the true one
comes, the Messiah that they wanted to come the first time will come. Satan comes in power
and great glory. And he performs miracles. He comes as the great medical missionary. He even
appears to raise the dead. He quotes the scriptures; his voice is as music. You know, I’'m reading
the page in Great Controversy—the crowning act of deception.

These people who do the right things for the wrong reason and because they have a God who
works with might and power, you know, and he is arbitrary, but has a right to be. He’s vengeful,
but they call it justice. Satan will come as just that kind of a person and they will like him! And
then the real one comes. So | believe that many of us could perform a second demonstration of
the devastating effects of having a wrong picture of God, and yet being very pious. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Great Controversy is Not About Us, #4, recorded
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September 1995, Denver, Colorado} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on
the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/4AMMGCNOTUS

Lou: | want to come back to that question we talked a little about last week. “If we say that God
has already won the war” (and we referred to that again tonight), “why are we still here? What
is God waiting for? Shouldn’t the war be over?”

Graham: That’s worth a whole evening, and we have one on what God is waiting for. But maybe
some wouldn’t want to wait that long, and that’s fair enough. When Satan and his followers
were cast out of heaven there was victory of a sort, but not much of one. There were so many
guestions yet to be resolved. Peace had not been confirmed. Even the loyal angels had their
guestions. So a victory that we might consider “the real victory,” a physical victory, was no
victory for our heavenly Father. But then when Jesus died, He said “It is finished.”

And it would appear that when He went up to heaven on resurrection Sunday, He found the
universe celebrating that He really had won the war. And when you read the sixty-sixth book in
the Bible, the book of Revelation, there is no question up in heaven. “You’ve shown Yourself to
be merciful and just and good and righteous and holy and You have the victory!” And over and
over again it’s said. So in a sense, the war was won then. But my understanding would be that
the angels and the inhabitants of the rest of the worlds have paid such close attention to what
Jesus revealed in His life and His teachings and the way He suffered and died—and they got the
message. And they couldn’t wait to tell Him on resurrection Sunday, “You’ve won our loyalty.
As far as we’re concerned, You have won the war.”

Unfortunately back on this planet we didn’t get the message. Jesus invited three of the disciples
to watch some of the evidence in Gethsemane. And the brethren slept through it all. And then
He invited them to come to the cross, and see the most important answer of all. The universe
watched. But where were “the brethren,” as He called them? Eleven of them were off in deep
depression. Only one of them was there. And that’s why John wrote the most significant things
about why Jesus had to die.

So God has mercifully been waiting for this one tiny planet of people to make up their minds.
You could count on God. This is part of trusting God. We know there are awesome events to
take place on this planet before Jesus comes. And until we are as settled into the truth as the
angels are, He will not let the closing events come. He puts them off, and He mercifully waits. |
wonder when the day will come when God can say, “My people are now settled into the truth.
The closing events may come.” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations
About God, #2 with Lou Venden, “What Went Wrong In God’s Universe” recorded January
1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the
following direct link: http://pkp.cc/2MMCAG
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As he experienced this separation from his Father, “so great was this agony, that his physical
pain was hardly felt. With amazement angels witnessed the Savior’s despairing agony.” Note
the words, agony, fear, consternation. He was really tempted to doubt all that he’d been
teaching. He even wondered if he’d rise again.

Maybe he was tempted to believe this legal explanation that the second death is, you die and
stay dead forever. And if he was going to pay the price for sin, he would have to die, and stay
dead forever. He would never rise again. But he didn’t come to pay that penalty. He came to
answer the questions, and as soon as he had answered them (he did wait over Sabbath, to add
more meanings to the Sabbath, so that every Sabbath we’d remember the questions he’d
answered on Friday) he arose a great while before it was day, and he hastened to heaven. And
he said to Mary, “Don’t detain me! | have to hasten to heaven.” And he appeared before his
Father, and the angels, and he said, “Was it enough?” To pay the price of sin? “No,” they could
have said, “You’re supposed to stay dead for eternity. You hurry back! We'll not let anybody
know you were out.” They never said such a thing! They said, “It is more than enough. You’'ve
cleared up all our questions. You’ve confirmed our trust without fear for eternity.” And he came
back down to see if the twelve had gotten the message, and they were all in a deep depression.
It took him a long time to revive them.

And to this present day, do we really accept what he came to reveal at such infinite cost, that
he does not wish to be served from fear. The Father will no more kill us at the end of the
millennium than he killed his Son—which leads some to believe that he did kill his Son as he will
kill the wicked at the end. How have you worked this out yourself? How did Jesus resolve these
guestions on the cross? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in
all 66 — Luke, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/55MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/56MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

Man’s need for a divine teacher was known in heaven. The pity and sympathy of God were
aroused in behalf of human beings, fallen and bound to Satan’s chariot car; and when the
fullness of time was come, He sent forth His Son. The One appointed in the councils of heaven
came to this earth as man’s instructor. The rich benevolence of God gave Him to our world, and
to meet the necessities of human nature He took humanity upon Himself. To the astonishment
of the heavenly host the eternal Word came to this world as a helpless babe. Fully prepared, He
left the royal courts and mysteriously allied Himself with fallen human beings. “The Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us.” John 1:14. {CT 259.2}
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The truth as it is in Jesus can be experienced, but never explained. Its height and breadth and
depth pass our knowledge. We may task our imagination to the utmost, and then we shall see
only dimly the outlines of a love that is unexplainable, that is as high as heaven, but that
stooped to the earth to stamp the image of God on all mankind. {COL 129.1}

Truth, precious truth, is sanctifying in its influence. The sanctification of the soul by the
operation of the Holy Spirit is the implanting of Christ’s nature in humanity. It is the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ revealed in character, and the graces of Christ brought into active exercise in
good works. Thus the character is transformed more and more perfectly after the image of
Christ, in righteousness and true holiness. {TDG 224.2}

The truth if received is capable of constant expansion and new developments. It will increase in
brightness as we behold it, and grow in height and depth as we aspire to grasp it. Thus it will
elevate us to the standard of perfection, and give us faith and trust in God as our strength for
the work before us (MS 153, 1898). {5BC 1147.3}

The evidence of the truth of God’s word is in the word itself. Scripture is the key that unlocks
scripture. The deep meaning of the truths of God’s word is unfolded to our minds by His Spirit.
{8T 157.1}

After His resurrection Jesus appeared to His disciples on the way to Emmaus, and, “beginning at
Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself.” Luke 24:27. The hearts of the disciples were stirred. Faith was kindled.
They were “begotten again into a lively hope” even before Jesus revealed Himself to them. It
was His purpose to enlighten their understanding and to fasten their faith upon the “sure word
of prophecy.” He wished the truth to take firm root in their minds, not merely because it was
supported by His personal testimony, but because of the unquestionable evidence presented
by the symbols and shadows of the typical law, and by the prophecies of the Old Testament. It
was needful for the followers of Christ to have an intelligent faith, not only in their own behalf,
but that they might carry the knowledge of Christ to the world. And as the very first step in
imparting this knowledge, Jesus directed the disciples to “Moses and all the prophets.” Such
was the testimony given by the risen Saviour to the value and importance of the Old Testament
Scriptures. {GC 349.1}

When Christ cried out, “It is finished,” all heaven triumphed. The controversy between Christ
and Satan in regard to the execution of the plan of salvation was ended. The spirit of Satan and
his works had taken deep root in the affections of the children of men. For Satan to have come
into power would have been death to the world. The implacable hatred he felt toward the Son
of God was revealed in his manner of treating Him while He was in the world. Christ’s betrayal,
trial, and crucifixion were all planned by the fallen foe. His hatred, carried out in the death of
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the Son of God, placed Satan where his true diabolical character was revealed to all created
intelligences that had not fallen through sin. {5BC 1149.9}

The holy angels were horror-stricken that one who had been of their number could fall so far as
to be capable of such cruelty. Every sentiment of sympathy or pity which they had ever felt for
Satan in his exile, was quenched in their hearts. That his envy should be exercised in such a
revenge upon an innocent person was enough to strip him of his assumed robe of celestial light,
and to reveal the hideous deformity beneath; but to manifest such malignity toward the divine
Son of God, who had, with unprecedented self-denial, and love for the creatures formed in His
image, come from heaven and assumed their fallen nature, was such a heinous crime against
Heaven that it caused the angels to shudder with horror, and severed forever the last tie of
sympathy existing between Satan and the heavenly world (3SP 183, 184). {5BC 1149.10}

Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the
unfallen worlds. The archapostate had so clothed himself with deception that even holy beings
had not understood his principles. They had not clearly seen the nature of his rebellion.

{DA 758.3}

This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of God. The rejecters of His mercy reap that
which they have sown. God is the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he
separates from God, and thus cuts himself off from life. He is “alienated from the life of God.”
Christ says, “All they that hate Me love death.” Ephesians 4:18; Proverbs 8:36. God gives them
existence for a time that they may develop their character and reveal their principles. This
accomplished, they receive the results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan and all
who unite with him place themselves so out of harmony with God that His very presence is to
them a consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will destroy them. {DA 764.1}

At the beginning of the great controversy, the angels did not understand this. Had Satan and his
host then been left to reap the full result of their sin, they would have perished; but it would
not have been apparent to heavenly beings that this was the inevitable result of sin. A doubt of
God’s goodness would have remained in their minds as evil seed, to produce its deadly fruit of
sin and woe. {DA 764.2}

But not so when the great controversy shall be ended. Then, the plan of redemption having
been completed, the character of God is revealed to all created intelligences. The precepts of
His law are seen to be perfect and immutable. Then sin has made manifest its nature, Satan his
character. Then the extermination of sin will vindicate God’s love and establish His honor
before a universe of beings who delight to do His will, and in whose heart is His law. {DA 764.3}

Well, then, might the angels rejoice as they looked upon the Saviour’s cross; for though they
did not then understand all, they knew that the destruction of sin and Satan was forever made
certain, that the redemption of man was assured, and that the universe was made eternally

4t Qu 2024 Lesson 12 Prepared June 2024 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 8



secure. Christ Himself fully comprehended the results of the sacrifice made upon Calvary. To all
these He looked forward when upon the cross He cried out, “It is finished.” {DA 764.4}

Looking upon man, God saw his desperate rebellion, and He devised a remedy. Christ was His
gift to the world for man’s reconcilement. The Son of God was appointed to come to this earth
to take humanity and by His own example to be a great educating power among men. His
experience in man’s behalf was to enable men to resist Satan’s power. He came to mold
character and to give mental power, to shed abroad the beams of true education, that the true
aim of life might not be lost sight of. The sons of men had had a practical knowledge of evil;
Christ came to the world to show them that He had planted for them the tree of life, the leaves
of which are for the healing of the nations. {CT 33.3}

He endured the cross, despised the shame. He made it of small account in consideration of the
results that He was working out in behalf of, not only the inhabitants of this speck of a world,
but the whole universe, every world which God had created. {5BC 1127.3}

It is the glory of the gospel that it is founded upon the principle of restoring in the fallen race
the divine image by a constant manifestation of benevolence. This work began in the heavenly
courts. There God gave to human beings an unmistakable evidence of the love with which He
regarded them. He “so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. The gift of Christ
reveals the Father’s heart. It testifies that, having undertaken our redemption, He will spare
nothing, however dear, which is necessary to the completion of His work. {9T 254.1}

The spirit of liberality is the spirit of heaven. Christ’s self-sacrificing love is revealed upon the
cross. That man might be saved, He gave all that He had and then gave Himself. {9T 254.2}

Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the
unfallen worlds. Then the prevarications and accusations of him who had once been an exalted
angel were seen in their true light. It was seen that his professedly spotless character was
deceptive. His deeply laid scheme to exalt himself to supremacy was fully discerned. His
falsehoods were apparent to all. God’s authority was forever established. Truth triumphed over
falsehood. {RC 60.3}

Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the
unfallen worlds. Then the prevarications and accusations of him who had once been an exalted
angel were seen in their true light.—ST Aug. 27, 1902. {TA 205.1}

The death of Christ upon the cross made sure the destruction of him who has the power of
death, who was the originator of sin. When Satan is destroyed, there will be none to tempt to
evil; the atonement will never need to be repeated; and there will be no danger of another
rebellion in the universe of God. That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in this world
of darkness, will prevent sin in heaven. {TA 205.2}
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The resurrection of Jesus was a sample of the final resurrection of all who sleep in him. The
risen body of the Saviour, his deportment, the accents of his speech, were all familiar to his
followers. In like manner will those who sleep in Jesus rise again. We shall know our friends
even as the disciples knew Jesus. Though they may have been deformed, diseased, or disfigured
in this mortal life, yet in their resurrected and glorified body their individual identity will be
perfectly preserved, and we shall recognize, in the face radiant with the light shining from the
face of Jesus, the lineaments of those we love. {6Red 37.2}

Jesus knows the circumstances of every soul. You may say, | am sinful, very sinful. You may be;
but the worse you are, the more you need Jesus. He turns no weeping, contrite one away. He
does not tell to any all that He might reveal, but He bids every trembling soul take courage.
Freely will He pardon all who come to Him for forgiveness and restoration. {DA 568.3}
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Pine Knol

| Sabbath School Study Notes

Fourth Quarter 2024: Themes in the Gospel of John
Lesson 13 “Epilogue: Knowing Jesus and His Word"

Read for this week’s study

John 21; Jo

hn 11:9, 10; John 8:42—44; John 4:46-54; 2 Timothy 3:16; John 15:1-11.

Memory Text

“‘You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they
which testify of Me’ ” (John 5:39, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

I

Il
II.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

Meeting in Galilee

Keeping Your Eyes on Jesus

Light and Darkness

Theology From “Above” or From “Below”
Abiding in Jesus

Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Daniel Duda

“This final lesson on John deals with that meeting but integrates it with the theme of
how we know Jesus and the Word of God—a concept that runs through the fourth
Gospel. [...] In our last week in John, we will look at some of this Gospel’s key points,
which can help us move beyond the mere head knowledge of Jesus to, instead,
knowing Him better and more closely abiding in Him and in His Word.” (Sabbath
afternoon)

Sunday’s lesson discusses John 21:1-19. What is the context of this story? How do
the three preceding stories relate to this one? Why does Peter go fishing? About half
of the things that Peter proposed in the gospel were from good motivations but bad
judgement. How is the outcome of the disciples’ effort related to Luke 5:4-7? Why
did John tell this story (cf. 20:21)?

Monday’s lesson focuses on the encounter of Jesus and Peter (21:20-22). How did
comparing himself with John lead Peter down a wrong path? How many times have
you and | been invited to follow Jesus and step into who we really are only to get
side-tracked and distracted by comparing ourselves with others, or asking questions
about others, and miss the unique path God has for us? Unlike Peter, John’s job was
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not to lead the Jesus Movement, but rather to spend his long life bearing witness to
Jesus so that others might believe in Him. And that’s just what he did by authoring
this amazing story about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. And how many people
have been blessed by this unique Gospel throughout the centuries! When we cease
to be surprised by God, maybe it’s time to stop doing business with Him.

After concluding the last story of the Gospel, the author of the quarterly picks up the
contrast between Light and Darkness. What is a legitimate use of this metaphor and
how can it be abused (Tuesday’s lesson)? (See 8:42-44 in light of 1:4-10; 3:19-21;
5:35; 8:12; 9:5; 11:9, 10; and 12:35.)

Wednesday’s lesson compares and contrasts theology from “above” with theology
from “below” based on the story of the official’s son (4:46-54). After the rebuke
from Jesus, the man believed the word of Jesus without first seeing the miracle
(53-55). Why is this important in the fourth gospel (20:29)? To what extent does
your life feel like a walk from Cana to Capernaum (20 miles/32 kms)?

How do we abide in Jesus (15:1-11)? (Thursday’s lesson) How do we keep a balance
with 12:32, and at the same time, remember that this is highly individual in the
fourth gospel (cf. Nicodemus, Jesus’ brothers)?

Of all the stories in the book of John, which one speaks the loudest to you about the
love and character of God? According to John, there is unity and intimacy between
the eternal Word and the Creator God, Jesus and his Father. The believers are
invited to enter into this creatively powerful yet deeply intimate divine unity.
Transformed by the power of God, mortals become members of God’s eternal family
(1:12).

What began with the original creation “in the beginning” concludes with God’s new
creation: believers who abide with and in each other and in the divine family. Our
lives, in the power of the spirit, can make a difference in the world. Jesus’ disciples
are sent into ‘the world” which remains the object of God’s saving love, the reason
why Jesus died (3:16). How will your life and the world be different because we
spent 13 weeks studying this Gospel?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Lou: As | was listening to your presentation this evening, | couldn’t help but feel like—it seems

that you are asking so much of us by way of having to think and to study. There’s a bumper

sticker around that many have seen on the back of cars, which says, “God said it. | believe it.

That’s all there is to it.” That sounds refreshingly simple. Why wouldn’t that be the appropriate

way to go? To say: “Now here’s real faith! If it’s there, I'll just read it, and that’s it.”

Graham: The difficulty is that people pick the passages from the Bible that they want to label in

that way, and they don’t read all the others. For example, you read through where it says,
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“Take the tithe and buy strong drink with it, and rejoice before the Lord.” Or you read another
passage, “Give wine to the poor, that they may forget their misery.” “God has said it. | believe
it. That’s all there is to it.” You really can’t do that. On the other hand, it could be an expression
of humility and teachableness which would be very commendable. | would just suggest that
those who use that bumper sticker live up to it. Because they are going to read everything God
says. They’re going to read all of Scripture, which warns us of the hazard of plucking pieces out
like that; but instead to read the Bible as a whole.

Lou: So you are pushing us at the point of meaning. We just cannot simply jump around here
and there and say that’s what it means. The overall view, as that final statement in your talk so
beautifully states it, and in the context. So there just is not an easy way to get around this.

Graham: The Bible says, “All Scripture is inspired of God.” So if that bumper sticker means I’'m
reading it all, then I’'m comfortable with it.

Lou: Then you’re comfortable with it—but would you suggest a better bumper sticker,
perhaps?

Graham: Yes, |'ve often wondered what would be an appropriate one that I’d be willing to put
on my car.

Lou: You could print one up and offer it to us here?

Graham: I've wondered about this: “Thank You for the evidence. Thank You for making it so
clear. And thank You most of all for what it cost.” It would take a big bumper. It would take an
old car to have that much room. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series,
Conversations About God, #6 with Lou Venden, “Evaluating the Evidence” recorded February
1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the
following direct link: http://pkp.cc/6MMCAG

Rote, mechanical, legalistic, unthinking obedience implies a rote, mechanical, unthinking,
legalistic, arbitrary God. And those who God chose to be His spokesmen to the world turned
out to be the most serious perverters of the truth. To the extent that, when Christ came to set
them right and give them a correct picture of God, it was His family, His Sabbath-keeping saints
in the Promised Land, who killed Him rather than accept the truth. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt
from the audio presentation, Galatians, #3, recorded March 1978, Loma Linda, California} To
listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/3MMGALATIANS66

In the introduction to his letter to the believers in Rome, Paul states his conviction that he had
been specially commissioned to bring about a new kind of obedience. It was to be different
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from the kind of obedience he himself had offered before he met Jesus on the Damascus road.
It was to be what he calls literally “obedience of faith,” “obedience of trust.”

“Law-obedience” is what Paul used to practice with such zeal, and he was not at all pleased
with the results. It had made him intolerant toward other people, even cruel. “Law-obedience”
had actually led him to violate the whole spirit of God’s law, the law of love.

By now urging “faith-obedience” or “trust-obedience,” is Paul doing away with the law? “By no
means!” Paul exclaims. “On the contrary, we uphold the law.” (Romans 3:31, NSRV) Phillips
interprets, “We put the Law in its proper place.”

One proper place for the law has been to serve as “our attendant on the way to Christ.” But the
ultimate place is the one Jeremiah described. Paul agrees with the prophet. What the law
requires may be written on the heart—the place, Paul explains to the Romans, where the
conscience is active and people do their thinking. (See Romans 2:15)

“Trust-obedience” is the kind that results from “knowing” God, in the full meaning of that word.
It comes from learning the truth about him and his use of law. It is the result of being won back
to trust him as a Friend, to admire him for his wise and gracious ways.

This means that the Spirit of Truth has succeeded in writing the law “on our hearts.” Now we
freely do what the law requires, not because we’ve been ordered to, but because we’re
convinced in our own minds that what the law requires is right. {Maxwell, Graham. Servants or
Friends? Another Look at God, 103-104. Redlands, California: Pine Knoll Publications, 1992.}

https://speakingwell.wpengine.com/written-materials/servants-or-friends/servants-or-friends-
chapter-8

Could you say, “l do what | do as a Christian because I’'m finding the longer | live the more it is
right and sensible to do so. And I’'m seeing that more, the longer | live. And | have great and
increasing admiration and respect for the one who so commanded me, in the days of my
ignorance and immaturity, when the only reason why | did those good things or avoided those
bad things was that He told me to. And He had the power to reward and destroy. Or | loved Him
and wanted to please Him. At least it protected me. But I've come to the place now where I'm
more and more beginning to do what’s right because it is right. And | haven’t had to think,
‘There’s a command not to murder my mother-in-law,’ for a whole year. And my mother-in-law
has never been so safe!” You see, if you have to check the ten commandments every morning
not to murder your mother-in-law, your mother-in-law is walking on thin ice all the time. | think
because God loves mothers-in-law, and knows our tendencies, He had to say, “Thou shalt not
murder thy mother-in-law.” Shame on us that we required that!
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What an awful moment in God’s family, when He had to gather His children around and say, “I
want all the murdering and the hating to stop. And | want all the stealing, and the cheating, and
the lying, and the immorality to stop. Please!” That means it was going on. There was a day
when God didn’t have to do that, and there’s a day coming when He won’t have to do it again.
You remember the new covenant? It will all be written in our hearts, and we will do what is
right because it is right. God will not have to lecture us a million years down the line and say, “I
want all the murdering up here in heaven to stop.” We won’t have hated a soul for a million
years. We'll be doing what’s right because it is right.

Now if you heard your children behind the door saying, “Let’s do what our folks want. | mean,
you’ll have to admit that everything they’ve asked us to do makes such good sense, we ought to
want to do it anyway.” And you get the impression that even after you’re dead and gone, your
children will go on doing what’s right because it is right. Because now they’re maturing, and
they’ve come to see. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all
66 — Galatians, recorded May 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/65MMPOGIA66

Recommended Listening:

Conversations About God #18 “God Waits for His Children to Grow Up” is available at:
http://pkp.cc/18MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

The Holy Spirit is Christ’s representative, but divested of the personality of humanity, and
independent thereof. Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally.
Therefore it was for their interest that He should go to the Father, and send the Spirit to be His
successor on earth. No one could then have any advantage because of his location or his
personal contact with Christ. By the Spirit the Saviour would be accessible to all. In this sense
He would be nearer to them than if He had not ascended on high. {DA 669.2}

The deep necessity of man for a divine teacher was known in heaven. The pity and sympathy of
God were exercised in behalf of man, fallen and bound to Satan’s chariot-car; and when the
fullness of time was come, He sent forth His Son. The One appointed in the counsels of heaven
came to the earth as an instructor. He was no less a being than the Creator of the world, the
Son of the Infinite God. The rich benevolence of God gave Him to our world; and to meet the
necessities of humanity, He took on Him human nature. To the astonishment of the heavenly
host, He walked this earth as the Eternal Word. Fully prepared, He left the royal courts to come
to a world marred and polluted with sin. Mysteriously He allied Himself to human nature. “The
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Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” God’s excess of goodness, benevolence, and love
was a surprise to the world, of grace which could be realized, but not told. {FE 399.4}

Christ came to the world to bring back the character of God to humankind, and to retrace on
the human soul the divine image. Through His entire life Christ sought by continuous, laborious
efforts to call the world’s attention to God and to His holy requirements in order that people
might be imbued with the Spirit of God, might be actuated by love, and might reveal in life and
character the divine attributes. . . . {CTr 249.4}

The Sun of Righteousness did not burst upon the world in splendor, to dazzle the senses with
His glory. It is written of Christ, “His going forth is prepared as the morning.” Hosea 6:3. Quietly
and gently the daylight breaks upon the earth, dispelling the shadow of darkness, and waking
the world to life. So did the Sun of Righteousness arise, “with healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2.
{DA 261.3}

Resting in the love of Christ, trusting the Redeemer and Life-giver to work out for you the
salvation of your soul, you will know, as you draw nearer and still nearer to Him, what it means
to endure the seeing of Him who is invisible. God desires us to rest content in His love. The
contentment that Christ bestows is a gift worth infinitely more than gold and silver and
precious stones. ... {HP 186.3}

All the heavenly intelligences were watching with intense interest the warfare that was going
on upon the earth—the earth that Satan claimed as his dominion. Every moment was big with
eternal realities. How would the conflict end? The angels looked for the justice of God to be
revealed, His anger to be aroused against the prince of darkness and his sympathizers. But lo,
mercy prevailed. When the Son of God might have come to the world to condemn, He came as
righteousness and peace, to save not merely the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but
all the world—every son and daughter of Adam who would believe on Him, the Way, the Truth,
and the Life. What an exhibition of the love of Jehovah! This is love without a parallel.

{TMK 19.3}

To those who receive Christ as a personal Saviour, the veil that conceals the glory of God from
human discernment is drawn aside. With the eye of faith they behold eternal realities.
{UL 213.6}

Thus Christ drew the people to Him. He was unfolding truths of the highest order. The
knowledge He came to impart was the gospel, in all its richness and power. The sin bearer, He is
alive to all the horrors which sin brings upon the soul, and He came to this world with a
message of deliverance. {TDG 106.5}

Through creation and redemption, through nature and through Christ, the glories of the divine
character are revealed. By the marvelous display of His love in giving “His only-begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” the character of
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God is revealed to the intelligences of the universe. Through Christ our heavenly Father is made
known as the God of love. {ST, December 15, 1914 par. 5}

Had Christ come in His divine form, humanity could not have endured the sight. The contrast
would have been too painful, the glory too overwhelming. Humanity could not have endured
the presence of one of the pure, bright angels from glory; therefore Christ took not on Him the
nature of angels; He came in the likeness of men. {5BC 1131.1}

Heaven, looking down, and seeing the delusions into which men were led, knew that a divine
Instructor must come to earth. Men in ignorance and moral darkness must have light, spiritual
light; for the world knew not God, and He must be revealed to their understanding. Truth
looked down from heaven and saw not the reflection of her image; for dense clouds of moral
darkness and gloom enveloped the world, and the Lord Jesus alone was able to roll back the
clouds: for He was the Light of the world. By His presence He could dissipate the gloomy
shadow that Satan had cast between man and God. Darkness covered the earth, and gross
darkness the people. Through the accumulated misrepresentations of the enemy, many were
so deceived that they worshiped a false god, clothed with the attributes of the satanic
character. {FE 176.3}

The grace of Christ is not confined to a few. The message of mercy and forgiveness brought
from heaven by Christ was to be heard by all. Our Saviour says, “I am the light of the world.”
(John 8:12). His blessings are universal, reaching to all nations, kindreds, tongues, and peoples.
Christ came to break down every wall of partition ... that every soul, whether Jew or Gentile,
might be a free worshiper and have access to God.... {TMK 98.2}

Through varied channels the heavenly messengers are in active communication with every part
of the world, and when man calls upon the Lord with a true and earnest heart, God is
represented as bending from His throne above. He listens to every yearning cry, and answers,
“Here am |.” He raises up the distressed and oppressed. He bestows His blessings on the evil as
well as on the good. {TMK 98.3}

The influence of the Holy Spirit is the life of Christ in the soul. We do not see Christ and speak to
Him, but His Holy Spirit is just as near us in one place as in another. It works in and through
every one who receives Christ. Those who know the indwelling of the Spirit reveal the fruits of
the Spirit—love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith (MS 41, 1897).

{6BC 1112.1}

If we have on the heavenly armor, we shall find that the assaults of the enemy will not have
power over us. Angels of God will be round about us to protect us (RH May 25, 1905).
{6BC 1119.4}

In His dealing with sin, God could employ only righteousness and truth. Satan could use what
God could not—flattery and deceit. He had sought to falsify the word of God and had
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misrepresented His plan of government before the angels, claiming that God was not just in
laying laws and rules upon the inhabitants of heaven; that in requiring submission and
obedience from His creatures, He was seeking merely the exaltation of Himself. Therefore it
must be demonstrated before the inhabitants of heaven, as well as of all the worlds, that God’s
government was just, His law perfect. Satan had made it appear that he himself was seeking to
promote the good of the universe. The true character of the usurper, and his real object, must
be understood by all. He must have time to manifest himself by his wicked works. {GC 498.1}

Determined to efface the image of God in man, Satan works with an intensity of effort to hide
God from view. Not openly does he work, but secretly, mingling the human and the divine, the
spurious and the genuine, so seeking to bring confusion and distress. But in proportionate
power divine mercy is revealed to counteract this wicked working, and bring to light the
enemy’s hidden purposes. {TDG 308.5}

The Lord speaks to human beings in imperfect speech, in order that the degenerate senses, the
dull, earthly perception, of earthly beings may comprehend His words. Thus is shown God’s
condescension. He meets fallen human beings where they are. {7BC 946.1}

The Scriptures were given to men, not in a continuous chain of unbroken utterances, but piece
by piece through successive generations, as God in His providence saw a fitting opportunity to
impress man at sundry times and divers places. Men wrote as they were moved upon by the
Holy Ghost. There is “first the bud, then the blossom, and next the fruit,” “first the blade, then
the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” This is exactly what the Bible utterances are to us.
{7BC 945.5}

When we search the Word of God, angels are by our side, reflecting bright beams of light upon
its sacred pages. The Scriptures appeal to man as having power to choose between right and
wrong; they speak to him in warning, in reproof, in entreaty, in encouragement.—RH, Mar 4,
1884. {1IMCP 92.2}

The Bible is its own expositor. One passage will prove to be a key that will unlock other
passages, and in this way light will be shed upon the hidden meaning of the word. By comparing
different texts treating on the same subject, viewing their bearing on every side, the true
meaning of the Scriptures will be made evident. {FE 187.2}

The Bible is its own interpreter. With beautiful simplicity one portion connects itself with the
truth of another portion, until the whole Bible is blended in one harmonious whole. Light
flashes forth from one text to illuminate some portion of the Word that has seemed more
obscure. {OHC 207.5}

The Bible is full of knowledge, and all who come to its study with a heart to understand, will
find the mind enlarged and the faculties strengthened to comprehend these precious, far-
reaching truths. The Holy Spirit will impress them upon the mind and soul. {FE 449.2}
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He [Christ] maintained His disguise till He had interpreted the Scriptures, and had led them to
an intelligent faith in His life, His character, His mission to earth, and His death and
resurrection. He wished the truth to take firm root in their minds, not because it was supported
by His personal testimony, but because the typical law, and the prophets of the Old Testament,
agreeing with the facts of His life and death, presented unquestionable evidence of that truth.
{ST, October 6, 1909 par. 8}

Impressions alone are not a safe guide to duty. The enemy often persuades men to believe that
it is God who is guiding them, when in reality they are following only human impulse.
{AA 279.2}

As the will of man co-operates with the will of God, it becomes omnipotent. Whatever is to be
done at His command may be accomplished in His strength. All His biddings are enablings.
{COL 333.1}

In the divine arrangement God does nothing without the cooperation of man. He compels no
man’s will. That must be given to the Lord completely, else the Lord is not able to accomplish
His divine work that He would do through the human agency. Jesus declared that in a certain
place He could not do many mighty works among the people because of their unbelief. He
wanted to do for them in that place just what He knew that they needed to have done, but He
could not because unbelief barred the way. The potter cannot mold and fashion unto honor
that which has never been placed in his hands. The Christian life is one of daily surrender,
submission, and continual overcoming, gaining fresh victories every day. This is the growing up
into Christ, fashioning the life into the divine Model. ... {TMK 55.4}

When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound humanity to Himself by a tie of love that
can never be broken by any power save the choice of man himself. Satan will constantly
present allurements to induce us to break this tie—to choose to separate ourselves from Christ.
Here is where we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to choose
another master; for we are always free to do this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ,
and He will preserve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out of His hand.
In constantly beholding Him, we “are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as
by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 3:18. {SC 72.1}

The plant grows by receiving that which God has provided to sustain its life. So spiritual growth
is attained through co-operation with divine agencies. {Ed 106.1}

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, or a day. It is a continual growth in grace.
{7BC 947.5}
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